
 

ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 16, YEAR A) 
 

Service of  Morning Prayer 
 

August 23, 2020          10 A.M. 
 

VOLUNTARY Adagio sostenuto 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–1827), Sonata no. 14 in C# minor ("Moonlight"), Op. 27, No. 2, 1801 

HYMN The Church's one foundation (525, The Hymnal 1982) 
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OPENING SENTENCE 

Officiant 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.     Philippians 1:2 

THE CONFESSION 

Officiant 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [Silence is kept.] 

Officiant and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  
Amen. 

THE INVITATORY 

Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

JUBILATE  

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
 serve the Lord with gladness 
 and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
 he himself has made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
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Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
 give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

PSALM 124 

1  If the LORD had not been on our side, * 
 let Israel now say; 

2  If the LORD had not been on our side, * 
 when enemies rose up against us; 

3  Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
 in their fierce anger toward us; 

4  Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
 and the torrent gone over us; 

5  Then would the raging waters * 
 have gone right over us. 

6  Blessed be the LORD! * 
 he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7  We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8  Our help is in the Name of the LORD, * 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 

    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON EXODUS 1:8-2:10 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, 
“Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us 
deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies 
and fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to 
oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for 
Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that 
the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing 
tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and 
in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and 
the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the 
birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared 
God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So 
the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, 
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and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew 
women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the 
midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied 
and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 
Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall 
throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman 
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three 
months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and 
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on 
the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked 
beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When 
she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be 
one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I 
go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” 
So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she 
said, “I drew him out of the water.” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

CANTICLE 10 The Second Song of  Isaiah 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
 call upon him when he draws near. 
Let the wicked ones forsake their ways * 
 and the evil ones their thoughts; 
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 
 and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
 nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
 so are my ways higher than your ways, 
 and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 
 and return not again, but water the earth, 
Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 
 seed for sowing and bread for eating, 
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 
 it will not return to me empty; 
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But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 
 and propser in that for which I sent it. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE SECOND LESSON MATTHEW 16:13-20 

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Officiant: Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
People:  Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Officiant: Day by day we bless you; 
People: We praise your Name for ever. 
Officiant: Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
People: Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Officiant: Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
People: For we put our trust in you. 
Officiant: In you, Lord, is our hope; 
People: And we shall never hope in vain. 

Officiant 
(The Collect of the Day) Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in 
unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of 
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

(A Collect for the Renewal of Life) O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from 
the night and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong 
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, 
having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice 
to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(A Prayer for Mission) Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your 
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

The Officiant will add prayers of  intercession and thanksgiving. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Your ongoing financial support of  St. Thomas’s Church is especially appreciated at this time. To give online 
with a debit or credit card, go to the Home page of  the Church website (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and 
click GIVE NOW. If  you are viewing this document electronically, you can simply CLICK HERE. 
Know also that the Church office is able to process checks that have been mailed. Thank you! 

  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRjlaa8kk38nFSc7qZC8ojCks4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboueWRKPI6Vr5O0LVBV63LB8s=&ver=3
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HYMN The God of  Abraham praise (401, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

DISMISSAL AND CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Officiant 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.     Romans 15:13 
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VOLUNTARY Maple Leaf  Rag 
Scott Joplin (c1867–1917), 1899 

 
After the Voluntary, you are invited to stay online for virtual Coffee Hour. Please see the Parish Enews for 
the latest announcements and information.  

 

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission. 
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 

Serving Today   Leadership at St. Thomas’s   
 

Officiant: The Rev. Keri Aubert 
Musician: Dr. Noah Horn 
Lectors: Don Edwards, Jennifer Herdt 
 

This Week’s Prayer Intentions  
 

Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially: 
all those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
especially those who work in healthcare and those 
who have lost their livelihood 
 

Pray for those who have died. 
 

In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of  
Prayer, pray for:  
Trinity, Southport; Grace Church, Stafford Springs; 
Church musicians: organists; choirs and choir 
directors; bands; community chorister programs; 
parish and diocesan committees on liturgy, music, and 
worship 
 

In the Anglican Cycle of  Prayer, pray for:  
the Church of the Province of South East Asia 
 

In the World Council of  Churches Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle, pray for: 
Cape Verde, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Senegal 
 

Church Vestry 
Kyle Holton (Senior Warden) 
Denise Terry (Junior Warden)  
Ricardo Chavira (Treasurer) 
Linda Meyer (Clerk) 
Greg D’Andrea 
Bill English 
Chris Martinez 
Alexandria Robison 
Catherine Stricklan 
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Rector) 
 

Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests 
The Rev. Canon K. Dexter Cheney 
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan 
 

Day School Board of  Trustees 
Gina Criscuolo (Chair) 
John Forrest (Vice-Chair) 
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos (Treasurer) 
Eileen O’Donnell (Secretary) 
Alexander Babbidge  Christopher Cavallaro Don Edwards 
William English Jeralyn Fantarella 
Linda Meyer  Kenneth Paul  Tony Reyes 
Denise Terry (Parish Junior Warden) 
The Rev. Keri Aubert (President, Day School Corp.)  
Gina Panza (Head of  School) 

 

 
ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL 

830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511 

Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org 

Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org 

http://www.stthomasday.org/

