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ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, PROPER 16, YEAR B 

Liturgy of  the Word 

August 22, 2021          10 A.M. 

 

INTROIT Locus iste 

Locus iste a Deo factus est 
inaestimabile sacramentum 
irreprehensibilis est. 

This place was made by God; 
a priceless holy place, 
it is without fault. 

Words: Gradual for the Mass commemorating the Dedication of a Church     Music: Anton Bruckner (1824–1896), 1869 

The invitation to worship is sounded with the ringing of  the bell. 

HYMN How lovely is thy dwelling-place (517, The Hymnal 1982) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Presider:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN [A New Zealand Prayer Book] 

Presider 
Let us confess our sins. [Silence is kept.] 

Presider and People 
Merciful God, 
we have sinned 
in what we have thought and said, 
in the wrong we have done 
and in the good we have not done. 
We have sinned in ignorance: 
we have sinned in weakness: 
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry. 
We repent and turn to you. 
Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake, 
and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Presider 
Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free. Know 
that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in 
life eternal. Amen. 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray. 

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy 
Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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THE FIRST LESSON 1 KINGS 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43 

Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the 
ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion. Then the priests brought 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the 
most holy place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. And when the priests came out of 
the holy place, a cloud filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to 
minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD. 

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of 
Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven. He said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no 
God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for 
your servants who walk before you with all their heart, the covenant that you kept for your 
servant my father David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have 
this day fulfilled with your hand. Therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant 
my father David that which you promised him, saying, ‘There shall never fail you a 
successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to 
walk before me as you have walked before me.’ Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word 
be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father David. 

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot 
contain you, much less this house that I have built! Regard your servant’s prayer and his 
plea, O LORD my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you today; 
that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you said, 
‘My name shall be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays toward this 
place. Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this 
place; O hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed and forgive. 

“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land 
because of your name—for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and your 
outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes and prays toward this house, then hear in 
heaven your dwelling place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that 
all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, 
and so that they may know that your name has been invoked on this house that I have 
built.” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 84 (sung by the musician) Edward John Hopkins 

  1  How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

  2  The sparrow has found her a house 
 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
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 by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
 my King and my God. 

  3  Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
 they will always be praising you. 

  4  Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
 whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

  5  Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
 for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

  6  They will climb from height to height, * 
 and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

  7  LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
 hearken, O God of Jacob. 

  8  Behold our defender, O God; * 
 and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

  9  For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
 and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
 than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10  For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 
 he will give grace and glory; 

11  No good thing will the LORD withhold * 
 from those who walk with integrity. 

12  O LORD of hosts, * 
 happy are they who put their trust in you! 

THE SECOND LESSON EPHESIANS 6:10-20 

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so 
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against 
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on 
that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt 
of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your 
feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, 
take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a 
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ALLELUIA Norah Duncan IV 

 

Cantor: Man shall not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 

The People sing the Gospel Alleluia again. 

THE GOSPEL JOHN 6:56-69 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as 
the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live 
because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said 
these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept 
it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does 
this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew 
from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would 
betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted by the Father.” 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So 
Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, 
to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and 
know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON 
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A LITURGICAL AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [A New Zealand Prayer Book] 

Presider and People 
You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
You have always been with us. 
You are God. 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, 
good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved 
your love for us in Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. 
You are God. 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death.  

You are our God. We worship you. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Book of  Common Prayer, Form I 

Intercessor and People 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have 
mercy.” 

For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our 
souls, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of 
all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 
mercy. 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For our towns, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For those who travel, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
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For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 
mercy. 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 
have mercy. 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

Defend us, deliver us, and in your compassion protect us, O Lord, by your grace. Lord, 
have mercy. 

In the communion of Mary, Thomas, and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life, to Christ our God. To you, O Lord our God. 

The Presider will add petitions for the week and then the concluding collect 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Your ongoing financial support of  St. Thomas’s Church is especially appreciated at this time. To give online 
with a debit or credit card, go to the Home page of  the Church website (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and 
click GIVE NOW. If  you are viewing this document electronically, you can simply CLICK HERE. 
Know also that the Church office is able to process checks that have been mailed. Thank you! 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRjlaa8kk38nFSc7qZC8ojCks4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboueWRKPI6Vr5O0LVBV63LB8s=&ver=3


8 

HYMN O Christ, the Word Incarnate (632, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:  

You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
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A PRAYER OF COMMUNION [The Rev. Keri Aubert] 

Presider and People 
God of abundant love, we thank you for nurturing us with this holy gathering of 
holy people. When we are alone, remind us of the communion we share with one 
another and with you. When we are hungry, show us the banquet that you are 
preparing for the redemption of the world. Keep peace in our hearts, so that we can 
sow peace on the Earth, walking in gladness the way of your beloved child, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

Presider 
[The Presider blesses the People.] Amen. 

Presider: Let us bless the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM and the swallow 

how beloved is your dwelling place, 
o lord of hosts 
my soul yearns 
my heart and my flesh cry 
the sparrow found a house 

and the swallow her nest, 
where she may raise her young 
they pass through the valley of bakka 
they make it a place of springs 
the autumn rains also cover it with pools 

Words: Psalm 84, adapted by Caroline Shaw     Music: Caroline Shaw (b. 1982), 2017 

 
After the Anthem, you are invited to stay online for virtual Coffee Hour. Please see the Parish Enews for 
the latest announcements and information. 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission. 
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 
Announcements 

Stay in touch! Subscribe to the Weekly Parish Enews and “like” St. Thomas’s on Facebook. 

Thank you, Sally Edwards, for offering today’s sermon! 

As you may be aware, became a COVID-19 red zone last week. Your church leadership is still hoping to 
resume in-person worship on September 12. However, we are monitoring the situation and may decide 
otherwise. Stay tuned!  

NEXT SUNDAY, August 29, 2021: Worship with St. Monica's, Hartford, 10:30 a.m., Zoom or in person 
(note that the time is different from our usual time) followed immediately by our own virtual coffee hour In 
collaboration with Christ Church Cathedral, our Bishops invite you to participate in the upcoming Fifth Sundays Across the Episcopal 
Church in Connecticut at St. Monica's, Hartford. Rather than have our own worship service, everyone is encouraged to 
join St. Monica's, and then join together for our usual coffee hour. Check the Enews for the Zoom link. 
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Welcome to the World, River James Cicero! Baby River James was born to Valerie and Mark Cicero in early 
August. Congratulations to Valerie and Mark, and thanks be to God for River's safe delivery.  

Haiti Earthquake Assistance. Please consider donating toward earthquake relief efforts in Haiti. One way to do 
so is through Episcopal Relief & Development. See the Enews for details. 

 

 

 

 
 

Serving Today   Leadership at St. Thomas’s   
 

Presider: The Rev. Keri Aubert 
Preacher: Sally Edwards 
Music Director: Dr. Noah Horn 
Lectors: Madeleine Anderson,  
Intercessor: Claire Scully 

This Week’s Prayer Intentions  

Pray for those on our Parish prayer list: 
Cynthia (Sally Edwards' sister-in-law), Dave (Don and 
Sally Edwards' son), Sally (Edwards) 
 

Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially: 
those most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic 
 

Pray for those who have died. 
 

In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of  
Prayer, pray for:  
Trinity, Southport; Grace Church, Stafford 
Springs; Church musicians: organists; choirs and 
choir directors; bands; community chorister 
programs; parish and diocesan committees on liturgy, 
music, and worship 
 

In the Anglican Cycle of  Prayer, pray for:  
The Anglican Church of South America 
 

In the World Council of  Churches Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle, pray for:  
Liberia, Sierra Leone 

Church Vestry 
Greg D’Andrea (Senior Warden) 
Linda Meyer (Junior Warden)  
Bill English (Treasurer) 
Denise Terry (Clerk) 
Valerie Garlick 
Claire Scully 
Sara Zampierin 
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Rector) 
 

Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests 
The Rev. Canon K. Dexter Cheney 
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan 
 

Day School Board of  Trustees 
John Forrest (Chair) 
Greg Mokotoff  (Vice-Chair) 
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos (Treasurer) 
Eileen O’Donnell (Secretary) 
Christopher Cavallaro Luk De Volder 
Don Edwards William English  
Jeralyn Fantarella Robert Herdt 
Linda Meyer (Church Junior Warden) 
Ontoniel Reyes Chris Vigilante 
Keri Aubert (President, Day School Corp.)  
Gina Panza (Head of  School) 

 

 
ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL 

830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511 

Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org 

Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org 

http://www.stthomasday.org/

