ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 20), YEAR A

Service of Holy Eucharist
September 24, 2017

10 A.M.

If you are new or visiting …
Welcome! After the service, please come to Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the 2nd floor) for food and fellowship.
Though other churches make the claim, ours really is the Best Coffee Hour in Connecticut. Please consider filling
out a blue visitor information card (found in your pew rack). You can request a name tag using the form in the pew
rack or the sheet at the entrance. Next Sunday your new name tag will be waiting for you on the table in the foyer
inside the main church entrance.
To follow along with the service all you need is this service bulletin.
Families with small children: Three seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the areas in front of the two
front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
Education for all ages takes place from 9 to 9:45 A.M. on most Sundays during the academic year.
Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. Your device will
open a web browser and St. Thomas’s website. Sunday bulletins are posted on the website’s Bulletin Archive. We aim
to reduce printing by encouraging worshippers to use their smart devices to follow the order of service.
Restrooms for men and women are located on the second floor. Go through the red double doors at the front of
the church, up the stairs to the left, and to the far end of the hallway. An all-gender restroom (with baby
changing table) in the Vesting Room, located opposite the red double doors at the front of the church.
For the celebration of Holy Eucharist, the People gather around the altar. While this may be unfamiliar to you,
most find it to be a powerful experience of true communion at our common table.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Baptism is not required; church membership is not required. There
are usually two communion stations, one at each front corner of the altar. Gluten-free bread is available at each
station. Non-alcoholic wine is available only from the single server at the center of the altar. Any difference will be
explained during the announcements.
To receive Holy Communion hold out your hands, and the server will place bread in them. If you wish to receive
wine, please sip it from the common cup, using both hands to guide the chalice to your lips.
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Cantilène (from Suite Brève)

VOLUNTARY

Jean Langlais (1907-1991)

Exultate Deo

INTROIT
Exsultate Deo adjutori nostro : jubilate Deo Jacob.
Sumite psalmum, et date tympanum :
psalterium jucundum cum cithara.
Buccinate in neomenia tuba :
in insigni die solemnitatis vestræ.

Sing we merrily unto God our strength :
make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob.
Take the psalm, bring hither the tabret :
the merry harp with the lute.
Blow up the trumpet in the new-moon : even in the
time appointed, and upon our solemn feast-day.
Text: Psalm 81:1-3; Music: G. P. da Palestrina (1525-1594)

At the ringing of the bell, please stand.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Hymn 690: Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, The Hymnal 1982
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Words: William Williams (1717-1791), tr. Peter Williams (1722-1769), alt.; Music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932)

OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY

Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Presider and People
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
S-280, The Hymnal 1982

SONG OF PRAISE
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932)

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and
even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those
that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
All are seated.

EXODUS 16:2-15

FIRST LESSON

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought
us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and
each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them,
whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what
they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron
said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord,
because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you
complain against us?” And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the
evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining
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that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against
the Lord.”
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw
near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’“ And as Aaron spoke to the whole
congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of
the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your
God.’“
In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a
layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites
saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said
to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 105:1-6, 37-45 (sung by the choir)

Confitemini Domino

1

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.

2

Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.

3

Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

4

Search for the Lord and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

5

Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6

O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.

37

He led out his people with silver and gold; *
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.

38

Egypt was glad of their going, *
because they were afraid of them.

39

He spread out a cloud for a covering *
and a fire to give light in the night season.

40

They asked, and quails appeared, *
and he satisfied them with bread from heaven.
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41

He opened the rock, and water flowed, *
so the river ran in the dry places.

42

For God remembered his holy word *
and Abraham his servant.

43

So he led forth his people with gladness, *
his chosen with shouts of joy.

44

He gave his people the lands of the nations, *
and they took the fruit of others' toil,

45

That they might keep his statutes *
and observe his laws. Hallelujah!
PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30

SECOND LESSON

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is
more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly
in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm
in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of
your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not
only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—since you are having the same
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand.

SEQUENCE HYMN

Hymn 617: Eternal Ruler of the ceaseless round, The Hymnal 1982
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Words: John White Chadwick (1840-1904), alt.;
Music: Song I, Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625), harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), rev.

7

MATTHEW 20:1-16

GOSPEL

Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning
to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage,
he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I
will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came,
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.
And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of
the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last
will be first, and the first will be last.”
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
After the Sermon, there follows a short period of silent reflection. Then all stand.

THE NICENE CREED

Presider and People
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Priest
We, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. With multiplicity of gifts and unity of purpose, let us pray for the church and for
the world, responding to, “Christ, hear us,” with “Christ, graciously hear us.”
Intercessor
For all ministers of your church, that they may faithfully follow you. Christ, hear us. Christ,
graciously hear us.
For all leaders in government and business, that they may serve justice and peace. Christ,
hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For all people of every land, that compassion will draw us together as one human family.
Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For your children of every race and ethnicity, that they may grow to the full flowering of
their gifts. Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For your creation, that its beauty and bounty may endure from age to age. Christ, hear us.
Christ, graciously hear us.
For this congregation, that we discern your call to us as individuals and as a community.
Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
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For those affected by war or violence, that they may know safety and security. Christ, hear
us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For the poor, for prisoners, and for refugees, that they may not be forgotten. Christ, hear
us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For the sick and the dying, and for their caregivers, that they may find comfort. Christ, hear
us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For those who have died, that they may find eternal rest in you. Christ, hear us. Christ,
graciously hear us.
For the concerns that we now offer before you, either silently or aloud. [Silence is kept.]
Presider
Holy God, we give you thanks for gathering us in faith, and for equipping us for ministry in
the name of your Christ. Graciously hear the prayers that we offer through him, who lives
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN

Priest
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [Silence is kept.]
Priest and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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The People greet one another with a sign of peace, and then are seated for brief announcements. After the announcements, the
People remain seated for the Offertory Anthem, during which the collection is taken.

Steal away

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Steal away, steal away, steal away to Jesus.
Steal away, steal away home;
I ain't got long to stay here.
My Lord, He calls me,
He calls me by the thunder.
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul;
I ain't got long to stay here.
Green trees are bending,
Poor sinner stand a-trembling.
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul;
I ain't got long to stay here.
Text: Negro Spiritual; Music: Michael Tippett (1905-1998)

During the singing of the Offertory Hymn, the Ushers carry the gifts forward. The People follow and encircle the altar.
You are encouraged to position children where they can see. Small children may sit with a caregiver on the floor in front of the
altar. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If you are unable to stand, you may sit in one of the chairs arranged near
the altar, move to the front row of pews, or remain where you are.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Hymn 644: How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds, The Hymnal 1982

Words: John Newton (1825-1807), alt.; Music: St. Peter, Alexander Robert Reinagle (1799-1877)
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A

Presider
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
S-125, The Hymnal 1982

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
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Presider
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Presider and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Presider
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Hymnal S-161

FRACTION ANTHEM

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950)

Presider
The Gifts of God for the People of God. [Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.]
All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Please proceed to the most
conveniently located station to receive communion, and then return to your seat via a side aisle. Gluten-free bread is available
at any station. Non-alcoholic wine is available from the server at the center of the altar. To receive a blessing instead of
communion, approach the priest with your arms crossed over your chest.

Jesu, the very thought of thee

COMMUNION ANTHEM

Jesu, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness fills my breast;
But sweeter far Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest.
Text: Edward Caswall (1814-1878); Music: Edward Bairstow (1874-1946)

After all have received communion, the people remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider
Let us pray.
Presider and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
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Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING

Hymn 482: Lord of all hopefulness, The Hymnal 1982

FINAL HYMN

Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953); Music: Slane, Irish Ballad Melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. Hymnal 1982

DISMISSAL

Priest: [A priest dismisses the people.]
People: Thanks be to God.
VOLUNTARY

Marche Héroïque

A. Herbert Brewer (1865-1928)

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted under CCLI License #11291249. All rights reserved.
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Announcements

Stay in touch! Subscribe to the Weekly Parish Enews and “like” St. Thomas’s on Facebook.
For space reasons, there are no printed announcements today—please see Wednesday’s Enews.

Ser ving Today

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Presider: The Rev. Jakki Flanagan
Preacher: Matthew Babcock
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Organist and Choir Director: Simon Jacobs
Emcee: Dr. Dorothy Asch
Eucharistic Minister: Matthew Babcock
Crucifer: Sara Misgen
Torchbearers: Ricardo Chavira, Michael Dunlap
Lectors: Charles Tyson, Alexander Scherer
Intercessor: Dawn Lorentson
Vestry Host: Joann Sweasy
Sacristans: Joan Hogan, Bill & Sally Nanfeldt
Ushers/Greeters: Bob Herdt, Lorna Herdt
Coffee Hour Hosts: Joann Sweasy, Ozan & Sarah
Insley Say, Kevin Johnson

Church Officers and Vestry
Joann Sweasy (Senior Warden)
Don Edwards (Junior Warden)
Alexander Scherer (Treasurer)
Sarah Insley (Clerk)
Anne Harrison (Assistant Treasurer)
Laura Bower-Phipps
Michael Fournier
Daniel Harrison
Martha Deeds Hogan
Kevin Johnson
Chris Martinez
Tom Radice
Jennifer Regan
Christopher Ritacco
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Priest-in-Charge)
Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests
The Rev. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan
The Rev. Julie Kelsey
The Rev. Bill Loutrel
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharp
The Rev. Lee McGee Street
The Rev. Dr. Parke Street
The Rev. Dr. Lynda Z. Tyson

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for those in any need or trouble, including:
Chandler, Dorothy, Greg, Lee, Luann, Marilyn,
Matthew, Parke, Sophia, Timothy; all affected by
earthquakes, hurricanes, and fires
Pray for those who have died
In St. Thomas’s Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
Sue Richmond, Chandler Riker, Charlotte, Audrey,
Nora

Church Ministry Coordinators
Dr. Dorothy Asch—Volunteer Lay Assistant
Day School Board of Trustees
Gina Panza—Head of School
The Rev. Keri Aubert—President, Day School Corp.
Jonathan Macey (Chair)
Gina Criscuolo (Vice-Chair)
Tracey Meares (Treasurer)
Jeralyn Fantarella (Secretary)
Alex Babbidge
Frank Chang
Don Edwards
John Forrest
Jennifer McTiernan
Eileen O’Donnell
Kenneth Paul
Kathryn Scherer
Denise Terry

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
Christ Church, Trumbull; Grace Church, Trumbull;
Trinity, Trumbull; Youth and youth ministries; J2A,
Confirm Not Conform, and all other confirmation
classes and other programs that challenge youth to
grow in their faith and discipleship
A Collect for Peace (BCP, p. 123):
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all
right judgments, and all just works: Give to us, your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so
that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your
will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the
mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 777-7623
www.stthomasnewhaven.org
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