ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
THE 19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, PROPER 21, YEAR B

Service of Holy Eucharist
September 30, 2018

10 A.M.

If you are new or visiting …
Welcome! After the service, please come to Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the 2nd floor) for food and fellowship.
Though other churches make the claim, ours really is the Best Coffee Hour in Connecticut. Please consider filling
out a blue visitor information card (found in your pew rack). You can request a name tag using the form in the pew
rack or the sheet at the entrance. Next Sunday your new name tag will be waiting for you on the table in the foyer
inside the main church entrance.
To follow along with the service all you need is this service bulletin.
Families with small children: Three seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the areas in front of the two
front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
Education for All Ages takes place from 9 to 9:45 A.M. on most Sundays during the academic year.
Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. Your device will
open a web browser and St. Thomas’s website. Sunday bulletins are posted on the website’s Bulletin Archive. We aim
to reduce printing by encouraging worshippers to use their smart devices to follow the order of service.
Restrooms for men and women are located on the second floor. Go through the red double doors at the front of
the church, up the stairs to the left, and to the far end of the hallway. An all-gender restroom (with baby
changing table) in the Vesting Room, located opposite the red double doors at the front of the church.
For the celebration of Holy Eucharist, the People gather around the altar. While this may be unfamiliar to you,
most find it to be a powerful experience of true communion at our common table.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Baptism is not required; church membership is not required.
Gluten-free bread is available at each communion station; non-alcoholic wine is available from the chalice bearer
at the center. Any difference will be explained during the announcements.
To receive Holy Communion hold out your hands, and the server will place bread in them. If you wish to receive
wine, please sip it from the common cup, using both hands to guide the chalice to your lips.

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org
Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org
The Rev. Keri Aubert, Priest-in-Charge  k.aubert@stthomasnewhaven.org
Dr. Noah Horn, Music Director  n.horn@stthomasnewhaven.org
Julie Kelly, Parish & Property Administrator  j.kelly@stthomasnewhaven.org
Gina Panza, Head of Day School  gpanza@stthomasday.org

The People gather in prayerful silence.

Prière à Notre-Dame

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Léon Boëllmann (1862–1897)

At the ringing of the bell, please stand.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Love divine, all loves excelling (657, The Hymnal 1982)
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OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY

Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Presider and People
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
S-280, The Hymnal 1982

SONG OF PRAISE
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Music: Plainsong, Tone 8; adapt. Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947); acc. Jackson Hill (b. 1941)

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
All are seated.

ESTHER 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22

THE FIRST LESSON

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were
drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall
be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be
fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it
pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the lives of my people—
that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed,
and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have
held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King
Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do
this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified
before the king and the queen.
Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows
that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's
house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman
on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated.
Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the
fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by
year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that
had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday;
that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to
one another and presents to the poor.
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Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 124 (sung by the Choir)

1 If the Lord had not been on our side,
let Israel now say;
2 If the Lord had not been on our side,
when enemies rose up against us;
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive
in their fierce anger toward us;
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us
and the torrent gone over us;
5 Then would the raging waters
have gone right over us.
6 Blessed be the Lord!
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
JAMES 5:13-20

THE SECOND LESSON

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs
of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have
them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will
be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that
you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a
human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and
six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and
the earth yielded its harvest.
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back
by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save
the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
All stand.
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SEQUENCE HYMN

Put peace into each other’s hands (790, Wonder, Love, and Praise)

MARK 9:38-50

THE GOSPEL

Presider:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for
no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of
me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were
thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And
if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to
have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out;
it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to
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be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
Presider:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

All are seated.

THE SERMON
After the Sermon, there follows a short period of silent reflection. Then all stand.

THE NICENE CREED
Presider and People

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Presider
We, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. With multiplicity of gifts and unity of purpose, let us pray for the church and for
the world, responding to, “Christ, hear us,” with “Christ, graciously hear us.”
Intercessor
For all ministers of your church, that they may faithfully follow you. Christ, hear us. Christ,
graciously hear us.
For all leaders in government and business, that they may serve justice and peace. Christ,
hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For all people of every land, that compassion will draw us together as one human family.
Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For your children of every race and ethnicity, that they may grow to the full flowering of
their gifts. Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For your creation, that its beauty and bounty may endure from age to age. Christ, hear us.
Christ, graciously hear us.
For this congregation, that we discern your call to us as individuals and as a community.
Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For those affected by war or violence, that they may know safety and security. Christ, hear
us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For the poor, for prisoners, and for refugees, that they may not be forgotten. Christ, hear
us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For the sick and the dying, and for their caregivers, that they may find comfort. Christ, hear
us. Christ, graciously hear us.
For those who have died, that they may find eternal rest in you. Christ, hear us. Christ,
graciously hear us.
For the concerns that we now offer before you, either silently or aloud. [Silence is kept.]
Presider
Holy God, we give you thanks for gathering us in faith, and for equipping us for ministry in
the name of your Christ. Graciously hear the prayers that we offer through him, who lives
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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THE CONFESSION

Presider
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence is kept.

Presider and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another with a sign of peace, and then are seated for brief announcements. After the announcements, the
People remain seated for the Offertory Anthem, during which the collection is taken.

If ye love me

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

If ye love me, keep my commandments.
And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter,
that he may abide with you for ever;
even the spirit of truth.

Words: John 14:15-17

Music: Thomas Tallis (c1505–1585)

During the singing of the Offertory Hymn, the Ushers carry the gifts forward. The People follow and encircle the altar.
You are encouraged to position children where they can see. Small children may sit with a caregiver on the floor in front of the
altar. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If you are unable to stand, you may sit in one of the chairs arranged near
the altar, move to the front row of pews, or remain where you are.
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Dear Lord and Father of mankind (653, The Hymnal 1982)

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

Presider
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
10

Here a proper preface is said or sung.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
(859, Wonder, Love and Praise)

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS
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Music: Ronald Arnatt (b. 1930) from WORSHIP II

Presider
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death
into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
Presider
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
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In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with Thomas and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

(875, Wonder, Love and Praise)

FRACTION ANTHEM
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Music: Gary James (b. 1957)

Presider:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Baptism is not required;
church membership is not required. Please proceed to the most conveniently located station to receive communion, and then
return to your seat via a side aisle. Gluten-free bread is available at each station, non-alcoholic wine is available from the
chalice bearer at the center. To receive a blessing instead of communion, approach the priest with your arms crossed over your
chest.

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris

COMMUNION ANTHEM

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris
miserere nobis.

You who sit at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
Words: Gloria from the Mass

Music: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

After all have received communion, the People remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider:

Let us pray.

Presider and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE BLESSING

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God, strengthen you to be
Christ’s hands and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen.
O God, our help in ages past (680, The Hymnal 1982)

FINAL HYMN

DISMISSAL

Presider:
People:

[The Presider dismisses the People.] Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Toccata

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Léon Boëllmann (1862–1897)
Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved.
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Ser ving Today

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Presider: The Rev. Jakki Flanagan
Preacher: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Conductor & Organist: Dr. Noah Horn
Emcee: Dr. Dorothy Asch
Eucharistic Minister: Ozan Say
Crucifer: Michael Dunlap
Torches: Chris Martinez, Olivia Regan
Second Crucifer: Brian Scully
Lectors: Bob Herdt, Constance Cahill
Intercessor: Claire Scully
Sacristans:
Ushers: Gary Robison, Mary Ann Nelson
Vestry Host: Martha Deeds Hogan
Counters: Alexandria Robison, Martha Deeds Hogan
Coffee Hour Hosts: Diana & Nathan Empsall

Church Officers and Vestry
Joann Sweasy (Senior Warden)
Don Edwards (Junior Warden)
Diana Empsall (Treasurer)
Martha Deeds Hogan (Clerk)
Anne Harrison (Assistant Treasurer)
Constance Cahill
Daniel Harrison
Dawn Lorentson
Chris Martinez
Jennifer Regan
Alexandria Robison
Kate Schilling
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Priest-in-Charge)
Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests
The Rev. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for those in any need or trouble, including:
Dorothy, Drew, Greg, Katie, Lee, Luann, Parke

Church Ministry Coordinator
Dr. Dorothy Asch—Volunteer Lay Assistant

Pray for those who have died.

Day School Board of Trustees
Gina Panza—Head of School
The Rev. Keri Aubert—President, Day School Corp.
Gina Criscuolo (Chair)
Frank Chang (Vice-Chair)
Tracey Meares (Treasurer)
Jeralyn Fantarella (Secretary)
John Forrest
Alex Babbidge
Don Edwards
Jonathan Macey
Eileen O’Donnell
Kenneth Paul
Kathryn Crabb Scherer
Denise Terry
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos

In the Parish Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
Colin Sheehan, Amy Sheehan, Lucia, Annabel,
Caroline, George Shelton, Meg Stapleton Smith
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
Christ Church, Trumbull; Grace Church, Trumbull;
Trinity, Trumbull; Youth and youth ministries; J2A,
Confirm Not Conform, and all other confirmation
classes and other programs that challenge youth to
grow in their faith & discipleship
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
The Church of the Province of Uganda
In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical
Prayer Cycle, pray for:
Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org
Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org
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