ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY (YEAR A)
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
Holy Eucharist
January 8, 2017

10:00 A.M.

Information for newcomers and visitors is located on the back page of this service bulletin.

VOLUNTARY

Les Mages (from La Nativité)

Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992)

At the ringing of the bell, please stand.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Songs of thankfulness and praise
Hymn 135 (Salzburg)

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Presider and People
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Daniel Harrison (b. 1959)

SONG OF PRAISE
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
All are seated.

ISAIAH 42:1-9

THE FIRST LESSON

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I am the Lord, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
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See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29 (sung by the choir)

Afferte Domino

1

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

3

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; *
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

4

The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

5

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.

9

And in the temple of the Lord *
all are crying, "Glory!"

10

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

11

The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.
ACTS 10:34-43

THE SECOND LESSON

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
4

he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him
to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand.

In Christ there is no East or West
Hymn 529 (McKee)

SEQUENCE HYMN

MATTHEW 3:13-17

THE GOSPEL

Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
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Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
After the Sermon, there follows a short period of silent reflection. Then all stand.

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS

Presider
Dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to
newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, on this feast of the Baptism of our Lord, to
renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced
the forces of evil, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy catholic Church.
Presider:
People:

Do your reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to
Jesus Christ?
I do.

Presider:
People:

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Presider:
People:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider:
People:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of the body.
and the life everlasting.
Presider:
People:
Presider:

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People:

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider:
People:

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider:

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

People:
Presider:
People:

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider
May almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by
water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Intercessor
Joining our hearts in hope and faith, we pray to God, saying, “Light of Christ, shine on all
creation.”
Flame of abundant love, give us joy in proclaiming your Good News to the world. We pray
for your universal church and for all ministers of your Word. Light of Christ, shine on all
creation.
Ember of steadfast presence, fuel our passion to challenge injustice and violence, and to
pursue peace and reconciliation. We pray for this nation and for all the nations of the
world. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
Star of wondrous glory, lead us to care for this fragile earth, our island home. We pray for
the land on which we stand, the waters that surround us, and the creatures that inhabit
them. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
Lamp of eternal wisdom, guide us as we seek and follow you. We pray for St. Thomas’s
Church and Day School, and especially for leaders lay and ordained, as they listen to hear
the guidance of your Spirit. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
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Radiance of boundless compassion, direct our hands to your loving service. We pray for
the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the homeless, and for all those in any need or
trouble. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
Spark of true liberation, send us your redeeming and reconciling grace. We pray for the
dying and the dead. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
Please offer your own prayers of intercession and thanksgiving, either silently or aloud.
Presider
Holy God, you gather the whole universe into your presence and continually reveal the
divinity of your Son; strengthen us to walk the path of your desire, so that by word and
deed we may manifest the gracious news of your light and love; through Christ our Savior.
Amen.
THE CONFESSION

Priest
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence is kept.

Priest and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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The People greet one another with a sign of peace, and then are seated for brief announcements. After the announcements, the
People remain seated for the Offertory Anthem, during which the collection is taken.

Omnes de Saba

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Omnes de Saba venient
aurum et thus deferentes
et laudem annuntiantes Domini. Alleluia.

Jacobus Gallus (1550-1591)

All they from Saba shall come,
bringing gold and frankincense:
and shewing forth praise to the Lord. Alleluia.

Text: Gradual for Epiphany (Isaiah 60:1,6)
During the singing of the Offertory Hymn, the Ushers carry the gifts forward. The People follow and encircle the altar.
You are encouraged to position children where they can see. Small children may sit with a caregiver on the floor in front of the
altar. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If you are unable to stand, you may sit in one of the chairs arranged near
the altar, move to the front row of pews, or remain where you are.

O love, how deep, how broad, how high
Hymn 448 (Deus tuorum militum)

OFFERTORY HYMN

VERSES 4 & 5 ARE OMITTED
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power
of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so
that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your
children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Harrison

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS

Presider
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
Presider
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with Mary, Thomas, and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.
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Harrison

FRACTION ANTHEM

Presider
The Gifts of God for the People of God. [Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.]
All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Please proceed to the most
conveniently located station to receive communion, and then return to your seat via a side aisle. Gluten-free bread is available
at any station. Non-alcoholic wine is available from the server at the center of the altar. To receive a blessing instead of
communion, approach the priest with your arms crossed over your chest.

COMMUNION ANTHEM

Listen sweet dove

Listen, sweet Dove unto my song,
And spread thy golden wings in me;
Hatching my tender heart so long,
Till it get wing, and flie away with thee.
Such glorious gifts thou didst bestow,
That th’ earth did like a heav’n appeare;
The starres were coming down to know
If they might mend their wages, and serve here.
The sunne, which once did shine alone,
Hung down his head, and wisht for night,
When he beheld twelve sunnes for one
Going about the world, and giving light.
Lord, though we change, thou art the same;
The same sweet God of love and light:
Restore this day, for thy great name,
Unto his ancient and miraculous right.
Text: George Herbert (1593-1633)
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Grayston Ives (b. 1948)

After all have received communion, the people remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider
Let us pray.
Presider and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world;
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you
and remain with you always. Amen.
Christ, when for us you were baptized
Hymn 121 (Caithness)

FINAL HYMN
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DISMISSAL

Priest: [A priest dismisses the people.]
People: Thanks be to God.
VOLUNTARY

Épiphanie

Gaston Litaize (1909-1991)

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted under CCLI License #11291249. All rights reserved.

Announcements
To keep up with events at St. Thomas’s Church, please subscribe to our weekly Enews!
Stewardship Update. The total amount pledged so far is $123,589. If you've already pledged, THANK YOU.
If you haven't, please consider doing so ASAP. We will soon be finalizing the 2017 budget, and we are trying
hard to reduce our endowment overdraw. For questions, contact the Office.
Our new Sunday schedule started this morning with education for all ages at 9 a.m. Thank you for your
support as we try out this new thing over the next few months. If you haven’t, please consider attending our adult
programs or volunteering to teach Sunday School. And, as always, please read the Enews for more information.
There will be NO EDUCATION PROGRAMS NEXT SUNDAY, due to the Martin Luther King Day weekend.
Coffee Hour Hosting: Latest Schedule Now Available. A link to the new Coffee Hour schedule was included in
last Wednesday’s Enews. A few printed copies are available at the church doors.
Holiday Office Closing. The Church Office will be closed Monday, January 16, in observation of Martin Luther
King Day.
Book Club. We are meeting every Thursday at 9 a.m. in the Lounge. We are still be reading poet Mary Oliver's
Upstream: Selected Essays. You can join at any time. Email Denise Terry (terry.df@gmail.com) for more information.
Save the Date: Next Lunchtime Concert: Wednesday, January 18, 12:30 p.m., featuring our own Marsha
Ackerman, Mezzo-Soprano.
Save the Date: Annual Meeting is January 29.
Camp Washington Winter Youth Programs. Camp Washington (www.campwashington.org) has some great youth
programs coming up: Teen Youth Weekend (grades 9-12): January 20-22; Winter Wonderland Weekend for Children
ages 7-12: Feb. 17-19; Happening Weekend (high school sophomores, juniors, seniors): March 24-26.
Storm Closings. If St. Thomas’s closes due to inclement weather, on any day of the week, word will be spread in
three ways: parish-wide email, Facebook, and WTNH Channel 8 (http://wtnh.com/closings/). To receive a text
alert if the church closes, sign up with WTNH at http://wtnh.com/mobile/text-alerts/.
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Ser ving Today

Church Leadership

Presider: The Rev. Jakki Flanagan
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Lynda Z. Tyson
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Organist and Choirmaster: Simon Jacobs
Emcee: Dorothy Asch
Eucharistic Minister: Ricardo Chavira
Crucifer: Peter Piech
Torchbearers: Michael Dunlap, Ozan Say
Lectors: Charlie Tyson, Jenny Chavira
Intercessor: Robert Herdt
Sacristan: Mary Ann Nelson
Ushers/Greeters:
Coffee Hour Hosts: Jennifer Regan, Susan Parke,
Chris Martinez, Diana Empsall, Ed Leavy

Staff
The Rev. Keri Aubert—Priest-in-Charge
Simon Jacobs—Director of Music and Organist
Julie Kelly—Administrator, Parish and Property
Officers and Vestry
Ricardo Chavira (Senior Warden)
Mark Branch (Junior Warden)
Alexander Scherer (Treasurer)
Sarah Insley-Say (Clerk)
Dorothy Asch (Deanery Representative)
Anne Harrison (Assistant Treasurer)
Laura Bower-Phipps
Michael Fournier
Daniel Harrison
Jennifer Herdt
The Rev. Julie Kelsey
Chris Martinez
Erika Nemeti
Jennifer Regan
Christopher Ritacco

Prayer Intentions
Pray for those in any need or trouble, including:
Bill M., Bill R., Bob, Bob H., Constance, Jane, Jeannie,
Jonathan, Lee,
Marilyn,
Meg,
Paul,
Phil,
Suzanne, Timothy

Associate Priests
The Rev. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan
The Rev. Julie Kelsey
The Rev. Bill Loutrel
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharp
The Rev. Lee McGee Street
The Rev. Dr. Parke Street
The Rev. Dr. Lynda Z. Tyson

Pray for those who have died.
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
St. Peter's, Cheshire; Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity
Church, Collinsville; St. James', Danbury; Wardens,
treasurers, clerks, and all vestry members; elected
delegates to convention; annual parish meetings

Ministry Coordinators
Dr. Dorothy Asch— Volunteer Lay Assistant
Marsha Ackerman— Children and Youth Ministries

Prayer in Times of Conflict (BCP, p. 824)
O God, you have bound us together in a common
life; help us, in the midst of our struggles for justice
and truth, to confront one another without hatred or
bitterness, and to work together with mutual
forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Day School Leadership
Gina Panza—Head of School
Eric Gregory Snow—Chaplain
Board of Managers
Gina Panza—Head of School
The Rev. Keri Aubert—President, Day School Corp.
Jennifer McTiernan (Chair & Parish Rep)
Jonathan Macey (Vice-Chair & PTO Rep)
Tracey Meares (Treasurer & Member of the Parish)
Gina Criscuolo (Secretary & PTO Rep)
Mark Branch (Warden Rep)
Frank Chang (Community Rep)
The Rev. K. Dexter Cheney (Parish Rep)
Lois DeLise (Community Rep)
Don Edwards (Parish Rep)
John Forrest (Alumni Rep)
Michael Fournier (Vestry Rep)
Greg Mokotoff (PTO Rep)
Kenneth Paul (Community Rep)
Kathryn Scherer (Parish Rep)
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ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
Church Phone: (203) 777-7623
Day School Phone: (203) 776-2123

www.stthomasnewhaven.org
www.musicatsttthomas.org
www.stthomasday.org

The Rev. Keri Aubert—Priest-in-Charge
Simon Jacobs—Director of Music and Organist
Julie Kelly—Administrator, Parish and Property
Gina Panza—Head of Day School
Eric Gregory Snow—Day School Chaplain

pastor@stthomasnewhaven.org
music@stthomasnewhaven.org
administrator@stthomasnewhaven.org
gpanza@stthomasday.org
chaplain@stthomasday.org

If you are new or visiting …
Welcome! Thank you for attending worship at St. Thomas’s. Please consider returning the information slip below,
signing the guest register near the main entry, and introducing yourself to a clergyperson or usher. After the service,
you are invited to join the congregation for Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the second floor).
Education for all ages: On most Sundays during the school year, education programs for all ages take place just
before worship, from 9 to 10 A.M. All children are invited to attend Sunday School, which is offered for children
from pre-K through grade 8. During that time, adult formation takes place in The Lounge. The Sunday bulletins and
Weekly Parish Enews provide more information.
Families with small children: Two seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under); and the area in front of the left
side of the pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
At St. Thomas’s, the people gather around the altar for the celebration of the Eucharist. While this may be
unfamiliar to you, most find it to be a powerful experience of true communion.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s Table in this Church. Baptism into The Episcopal Church
or another tradition is not required. There are usually two stations, located at the front corners of the altar, where
you may receive Holy Communion. Gluten-free bread is available at each station. Non-alcoholic wine is available
only from the server at the center of the altar. Any shift in orientation will be explained during the announcements.
To receive Holy Communion: The server will place the bread in your hands. Wine is sipped from the common
cup; please use both hands to guide the chalice to your lips. This is the most sanitary option. Some people ‘intinct’
(dip the bread into the wine), or receive bread only, or request only a blessing. Additional instructions for
communion and for worship more generally are included at appropriate points in the bulletin.
Tear along dotted line, and then place in the offering plate or give to a member of the parish
..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name ____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail & Phone ____________________________________________________________________
How did you hear about St. Thomas’s? _________________________________________________
I would like to:
 Speak to a clergyperson
 Receive parish emails
 Have a permanent name tag
 Explore becoming a member
 Get involved with ___________________

 Enroll my child(ren) in Sunday School
 Learn about joining the Adult Choir
 Enroll my child(ren) in the St. Thomas’s
Choristers (Junior Choir)
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