ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 25), YEAR A

Service of Holy Eucharist
October 29, 2017

10 A.M.

If you are new or visiting …
Welcome! After the service, please come to Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the 2nd floor) for food and fellowship.
Though other churches make the claim, ours really is the Best Coffee Hour in Connecticut. Please consider filling
out a blue visitor information card (found in your pew rack). You can request a name tag using the form in the pew
rack or the sheet at the entrance. Next Sunday your new name tag will be waiting for you on the table in the foyer
inside the main church entrance.
To follow along with the service all you need is this service bulletin.
Families with small children: Three seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the areas in front of the two
front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
Education for all ages takes place from 9 to 9:45 A.M. on most Sundays during the academic year.
Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. Your device will
open a web browser and St. Thomas’s website. Sunday bulletins are posted on the website’s Bulletin Archive. We aim
to reduce printing by encouraging worshippers to use their smart devices to follow the order of service.
Restrooms for men and women are located on the second floor. Go through the red double doors at the front of
the church, up the stairs to the left, and to the far end of the hallway. An all-gender restroom (with baby
changing table) in the Vesting Room, located opposite the red double doors at the front of the church.
For the celebration of Holy Eucharist, the People gather around the altar. While this may be unfamiliar to you,
most find it to be a powerful experience of true communion at our common table.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Baptism is not required; church membership is not required. There
are usually two communion stations, one at each front corner of the altar. Gluten-free bread is available at each
station. Non-alcoholic wine is available only from the single server at the center of the altar. Any difference will be
explained during the announcements.
To receive Holy Communion hold out your hands, and the server will place bread in them. If you wish to receive
wine, please sip it from the common cup, using both hands to guide the chalice to your lips.
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Dolce (from Symphonie IV)

Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)

INTROIT

A new commandment

A new commandment give I unto you, saith the Lord, that ye love together, as I have loved
you, that e'en so ye love one another.
By this shall ev'ry man know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
Words: John 13:34-35; Music: Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585)

At the ringing of the bell, please stand.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Hymn 372: Praise to the living God! The Hymnal 1982

Words: Medieval Jewish liturgy; tr. Max Landsberg (1845-1928) and Newton M. Mann (1836-1926);
Music: Leoni, Hebrew melody; harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1985, alt.
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OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY

Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Presider and People
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria in excelsis

SONG OF PRAISE

Music: Daniel Harrison (b. 1959)

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Presider:

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that
we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
All are seated.

DEUTERONOMY 34:1-12

FIRST LESSON

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is
opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all
Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western
Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far
as Zoar. The Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes,
but you shall not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the
land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab,
opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred
twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The
Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning
for Moses was ended.
Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his
hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded Moses.
Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew
face to face. He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to
perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and
for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in
the sight of all Israel.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 90:1-6, 13-17 (sung by the choir)

Domine, refugium

1

Lord, you have been our refuge *
from one generation to another.

2

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, *
from age to age you are God.

3

You turn us back to the dust and say, *
"Go back, O child of earth."

4

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past *
and like a watch in the night.
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5

You sweep us away like a dream; *
we fade away suddenly like the grass.

6

In the morning it is green and flourishes; *
in the evening it is dried up and withered.

13

Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? *
be gracious to your servants.

14

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; *
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

15

Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us *
and the years in which we suffered adversity.

16

Show your servants your works *
and your splendor to their children.

17

May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; *
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.
Chant: Joseph Barnby (1838-1896)

1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-8

SECOND LESSON

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know,
we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but
just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel,
even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you
know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for
greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we
might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a
nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are
determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because
you have become very dear to us.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand.
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SEQUENCE HYMN

Hymn 538: God of mercy, God of grace, The Hymnal 1982

Words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847), alt.; Music: Lucerna Laudoniae, David Evans (1874-1948)

MATTHEW 22:34-46

GOSPEL

Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together,
and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest
and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question:
“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of
David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,
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‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet”’?
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
After the Sermon, there follows a short period of silent reflection. Then all stand.

THE NICENE CREED

Presider and People
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Priest
The season of harvest is a visible demonstration of God’s abundant generosity. In
gratitude for the multitude of gifts that we have received, let us seek God’s blessings for the
church and for the world, responding to “Gracious God,” with “hear our prayer.”
Intercessor
Bless Christ’s holy church. Help those who minister in Jesus’s name follow the path of true
discipleship. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless the leaders of nations around the world. Help them to be steadfast in the pursuit of
peace. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless all who advocate for systemic change, especially those addressing issues of racial
justice. Help heal our nation’s wounds as it learns to uphold all people. Gracious God, hear
our prayer.
Bless the fruits of the harvest. Help humans steward your creation for the generations to
come. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless us with gifts for ministry and discernment to recognize them. Help us to offer those
gifts as blessings to others. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless the hungry, the homeless, and the sick. Help them to be strong, and help us to be
compassionate. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless the communion of saints, the living and the dead. Help us to glean from them the
inspiration to seek and serve you. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless the prayerful intentions that we now offer before you, either silently or aloud.
Presider
Gracious God, humbly and confidently we turn to you, the source of all blessings; hear our
prayers, offered through your redeeming Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN

Priest
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [Silence is kept.]
Priest and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
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and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another with a sign of peace, and then are seated for brief announcements. After the announcements, the
People remain seated for the Offertory Anthem, during which the collection is taken.

Greater love hath no man

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can the floods drown it. Love is strong as death.
Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends.
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree,
That we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.
Ye are washed, ye are sanctified,
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation;
That ye should show forth the praises of him
who hath call’d you out of darkness into his marvellous light.
I beseech you brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies, a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto to God, which is your reasonable service.
Words: Canticles 8, John 15, 1 Peter 2, 1 Corinthians 6; Romans 12; Music: John Ireland (1879-1962)

During the singing of the Offertory Hymn, the Ushers carry the gifts forward. The People follow and encircle the altar.
You are encouraged to position children where they can see. Small children may sit with a caregiver on the floor in front of the
altar. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If you are unable to stand, you may sit in one of the chairs arranged near
the altar, move to the front row of pews, or remain where you are.
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Hymn 680: O God, our help in ages past, The Hymnal 1982

OFFERTORY HYMN

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.; para. of Psalm 90;
Music: St. Anne, melody att. William Croft (1678-1727), alt.; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

Presider
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said.
10

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS

Music: Daniel Harrison (b. 1959)

Presider
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
Presider
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
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in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country were, with Mary, Thomas, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

FRACTION ANTHEM

Music: Daniel Harrison (b. 1959)

Presider
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Please proceed to the most
conveniently located station to receive communion, and then return to your seat via a side aisle. Gluten-free bread is available
at any station. Non-alcoholic wine is available from the server at the center of the altar. To receive a blessing instead of
communion, approach the priest with your arms crossed over your chest.
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Ubi caritas

COMMUNION ANTHEM

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.
Exultemus, et in ipso iucundemur.
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. Amen.

Where charity and love are, God is there.
Christ's love has gathered us into one.
Let us rejoice and be pleased in God.
Let us fear, and let us love the living God.
And may we love each other with a sincere heart.
Amen.

Words: Offertorium on Maundy Thursday; Music: Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986)

After all have received communion, the people remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider
Let us pray.
Presider and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
FINAL HYMN

Hymn 336: Come with us, O blessed Jesus, The Hymnal 1982
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Words: John Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1861-1945) and Charles P. Price (1920-1999);
Music: Werde munter, Johann Schop (d. 1665?); arr. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

DISMISSAL

Priest: [A priest dismisses the people.]
People: Thanks be to God.
Chorale Prelude on ‘St. Anne’s’

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

C. H. H. Parry (1848-1918)
Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted under CCLI License #11291249. All rights reserved.
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Announcements

Stay in touch! Subscribe to the Weekly Parish Enews and “like” St. Thomas’s on Facebook.
It’s Stewardship Season! If you did not get the Enews extra, please pick up a stewardship letter at one of the
church doors.
Next Sunday’s Forum is the First of a Three-Session Series, “Christian Hope and the End of Life,”
facilitated by:
 Jakki Flanagan, the Emergency Department Attending Chaplain at Yale New Haven Hospital
 Sally Edwards, a retired hospice chaplain who has taught end-of-life issues at the Yale Summer Institute in
Bioethics
November 5 (All Saints)
BEING MORTAL: In the challenging realities of aging and death, what medicine can do often runs counter to
what it should. Atul Gawande, a surgeon, reveals the suffering this dynamic has produced for patients, families,
and medical staff. We will see excerpts from this Frontline episode and through discussion begin to explore how
to have the hard conversations to help individuals and their loved ones understand what is most important to
them when approaching end-of-life care.
November 12
VOICE YOUR CHOICE: Articulating goals, values and relationships for making decisions in end-of-life care. A
document to ease into and document those decisions.
November 19
HELPING NOT HURTING: Learning to talk with the sick and the bereaved. What to say, what is best left
unsaid, and a helpful graphic to remember both.
IRIS Winter Clothing Drive. IRIS is collecting coats, hats, gloves, scarves, & boots for members of refugee
families. They are especially in need of boots (all children's sizes and men's sizes 6-10.) Items may be new or gently
used and cleaned. St. Thomas's will have a collection box—look for more information to come.
Parish Potluck, November 3, 6 p.m. All are invited! Even our youth have been talking about missing our previous
parish socials, so let’s get started! There is no program planned—just social time, with perhaps some conversation
about future social opportunities.
Nominations are now being accepted for Vestry members and treasurer. Remember, elections are held at the
January annual parish meeting. To make a nomination, or to ask questions, contact Joann Sweasy
(joann.sweasy@yale.edu).
Coming Up for All Saints’ Sunday, November 5:
 Names of the Dead. During our All Saints’ Sunday worship, we will read aloud the names of the dead. To put
your loved ones on the list, use the sheet on the bulletin board outside Keri's office or email Keri.
 Mementos. Please bring mementos (photos or other objects) of your departed loved ones. Before the service,
place your mementos on the designated table near the altar. It will be a great reminder of the “great cloud of
witnesses” that is always with us at communion.
 Baptism. During the service, we will baptize Gabriel Luke Thomas-Rubenstein.
For more information and announcements, see Wednesday’s Weekly Parish Enews.
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Ser ving Today

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Presider: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Jakki Flanagan
Organist and Choir Director: Simon Jacobs
Emcee: Dr. Dorothy Asch
Eucharistic Minister: Matthew Babcock
Crucifer: Ozan Say
Torchbearers: Michael Dunlap, Derek Stefanovsky
Lectors: Constance Cahill, Robert Herdt
Intercessor: Claire Scully
Vestry Host: Chris Martinez
Sacristans: Judy & Madison Thompson
Ushers/Greeters: Bob & Lorna Herdt
Coffee Hour Hosts: Katherine Vaillancourt &
Derek Stefanovsky, Matthew Babcock, Craig Bottiger,
Denise Terry

Church Officers and Vestry
Joann Sweasy (Senior Warden)
Don Edwards (Junior Warden)
Alexander Scherer (Treasurer)
Sarah Insley (Clerk)
Anne Harrison (Assistant Treasurer)
Laura Bower-Phipps
Michael Fournier
Daniel Harrison
Martha Deeds Hogan
Kevin Johnson
Chris Martinez
Tom Radice
Jennifer Regan
Christopher Ritacco
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Priest-in-Charge)
Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests
The Rev. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan
The Rev. Julie Kelsey
The Rev. Bill Loutrel
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharp
The Rev. Lee McGee Street
The Rev. Dr. Parke Street
The Rev. Dr. Lynda Z. Tyson

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for those in any need or trouble, including:
Dorothy, Greg, Katie, Lee, Luann, Marilyn, Parke
Pray for those who have died, including:
Gloria, Ruth
In St. Thomas’s Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
Colin Sheehan, Amy Sheehan, Lucia, Annabel,
Caroline, George Shelton, Meg Stapleton Smith

Church Ministry Coordinators
Dr. Dorothy Asch—Volunteer Lay Assistant

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
Christ & Holy Trinity, Westport; Trinity, Wethersfield;
St. Paul's, Willimantic; All deacons, the Deacons'
Council

Day School Board of Trustees
Gina Panza—Head of School
The Rev. Keri Aubert—President, Day School Corp.
Jonathan Macey (Chair)
Gina Criscuolo (Vice-Chair)
Tracey Meares (Treasurer)
Jeralyn Fantarella (Secretary)
Alex Babbidge
Frank Chang
Don Edwards
John Forrest
Jennifer McTiernan
Eileen O’Donnell
Kenneth Paul
Kathryn Scherer
Denise Terry

Thanksgiving for the Harvest (BCP, p. 840): Most
gracious God, by whose knowledge the depths are broken up and
the clouds drop down the dew: We yield thee hearty thanks and
praise for the return of seedtime and harvest, for the increase of
the ground and the gathering in of its fruits, and for all the other
blessings of thy merciful providence bestowed upon this nation
and people. And, we beseech thee, give us a just sense of these
great mercies, such as may appear in our lives by a humble, holy,
and obedient walking before thee all our days; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost be all
glory
and
honor,
world
without
end.
Amen.

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 777-7623
www.stthomasnewhaven.org
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