ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR A
Holy Eucharist with Holy Baptism
April 30, 2017

10:00 A.M.

Information for newcomers and visitors is located on the back page of this service bulletin.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Andante Sostenuto (from Suite Gothique) Charles Marie Widor
(1844 – 1937)

At the ringing of the bell, please stand.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

The head that once was crowned with thorns
Hymn 483 (St. Magnus)

ACCLAMATIONS

Presider:
People:

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Presider:
People:

There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Presider:
People:

One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.
Hymnal S-280

SONG OF PRAISE
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread:
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
All are seated.

ACTS 2:14A, 36-41

THE FIRST LESSON

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the entire
house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this
Jesus whom you crucified.”
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”
And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves
from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and
that day about three thousand persons were added.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116: 1-3, 10-17

Dilexi, quoniam

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon
him.
2

The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.
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3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life."
10 How shall I repay the Lord *
for all the good things he has done for me?
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
in the presence of all his people.
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *
is the death of his servants.
14 O Lord, I am your servant; *
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have freed
me from my bonds.
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
in the presence of all his people,
17 In the courts of the Lord's house, *
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

1 PETER 1:17-23

THE SECOND LESSON

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds,
live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from
the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold,
but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He
was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages
for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead
and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born
anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of
God.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
All stand.
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Jesus shall reign
Hymn 544 (Duke Street)

SEQUENCE HYMN

LUKE 24:13-35

THE GOSPEL

Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now on that same day, two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things
that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near
and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood
still, looking sad.
Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,
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and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides
all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of
our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did
not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision
of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.”
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was
at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he
has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

All are seated.

THE SERMON
After the Sermon, there follows a short period of silent reflection. Then all stand.

THE PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF
THE CANDIDATE FOR HOLY BAPTISM
The Priest says

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
The candidates are presented by their Parents and Godparents

I present Connor Barry Meah to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
The Priest asks the parents and godparents

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian
faith and life?
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Parents and Godparents

I will, with God’s help.
Priest

Will you by your prayers and witness help him to grow into the full stature of Christ?
Parents and Godparents

I will, with God’s help.
Then the Priest asks the following questions of the parents and godparents, who speak on behalf of the child

Question:
Answer:
Question:

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel
against God?
I renounce them.

Answer:

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the
creatures of God?
I renounce them.

Question:
Answer:

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.

Question:
Answer:

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as our Savior?
I do.

Question:
Answer:

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
I do.

Question:
Answer:

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
I do.

The Priest addresses the congregation, saying

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in his life in
Christ?
People:

We will.

The Priest then says these or similar words
Let us join with this new member of the Body of Christ and renew our own baptismal
covenant.
THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Priest:
People:

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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Priest: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People:
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven.
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Priest: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People:
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Priest:
People:
Priest:

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People:

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Priest:
People:

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Priest:

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

People:
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and
integrity of all creation?
I will, with God’s help.
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THE PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE AND FOR WORLD

Priest
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth, and for the
welfare of the whole world.
Intercessor
Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. Lord, hear our prayer.
Open him heart to your grace and truth. Lord, hear our prayer.
Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. Lord, hear our prayer.
Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. Lord, hear our prayer.
Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. Lord, hear our prayer.
Send him into the world in witness to your love. Lord, hear our prayer.
Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. Lord, hear our prayer.
Unite your church and all your people. Lord, hear our prayer.
Guide the leaders of every nation and land. Lord, hear our prayer.
Protect the earth and all its inhabitants. Lord, hear our prayer.
Help us fulfill our baptismal promises through service to you. Lord, hear our prayer.
Deliver all who live in danger, sickness or need. Lord, hear our prayer.
Hold the living and the dead in the communion of all your saints. Lord, hear our prayer.
Priest
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in
the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns
now and for ever. Amen.
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
The Priest blesses the water, first saying

Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Priest continues

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in
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Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death.
By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in
joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith,
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
At the following words, the Priest touches the water

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and
forever. Amen.
THE BAPTISM
The Priest pours water upon the candidate, saying

Connor Barry, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
The Priest prays over the person, saying

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon
this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of grace.
Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the
courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and
wonder in all your works. Amen.
Then the Priest uses chrism to mark on the person’s forehead the sign of the cross, saying

Connor Barry, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own
forever. Amen.
A candle lit from the Paschal Candle is presented to the newly baptized with the words

Receive the light of Christ as a sign of the new life enkindled within you.
Priest

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Priest and People

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.
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THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another with a sign of peace, and then are seated for brief announcements.

MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY

Abendlied

Bleib bei uns,
denn es will Abend werden,
und der Tag hat sich geneiget.

Josef Rheinberger
(1839-1901)

Bide with us,
for evening shadows darken
and the day will soon be over.

Text: Luke 24:29
During the Offertory Hymn, the collection is taken and the gifts are brought forward. The People gather around the altar for
Communion by following the ushers up the center aisle. You are encouraged to position children where they can see; small
children may sit with a caregiver on the floor in front of the altar. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If you are
unable to stand, you may sit in a chair near the altar, move to the front row of pews, or remain in your seat.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence
324 (Picardy)

OFFERTORY HYMN
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life
again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Hymnal S-125

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS

12

Presider
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
Presider
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country were, with Mary, Thomas, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Hymnal S-155

FRACTION ANTHEM

Presider
The Gifts of God for the People of God. [Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.]
All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Please proceed to the most
conveniently located station to receive communion, and then return to your seat via a side aisle. Gluten-free bread is available
at any station. Non-alcoholic wine is available from the server at the center of the altar. To receive a blessing instead of
communion, approach the priest with your arms crossed over your chest.
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COMMUNION ANTHEM

Ave verum corpus natum

Ave verum corpus, natum
de Maria Virgine,
vere passum, immolatum
in cruce pro homine
cuius latus perforatum
fluxit aqua et sanguine:
esto nobis praegustatum
in mortis examine.

Colin Mawby
(born 1936)

Hail, true Body, born
of the Virgin Mary,
having truly suffered, sacrificed
on the cross for mankind,
from whose pierced side
water and blood flowed:
Be for us a foretaste [of the Heavenly
banquet]
in the trial of death!

O Iesu dulcis, O Iesu pie,
O Iesu, fili Mariae.
Miserere mei. Amen.

O sweet Jesus, O holy Jesus,
O Jesus, son of Mary,
have mercy on me. Amen.

Text: Eucharistic hymn, attributed to Pope Innocent VI

Thou, who at thy first Eucharist didst pray
Hymn 315 (Song 1)

COMMUNION HYMN
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After all have received communion, the People remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider
Let us pray.
Presider and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE PASCHAL BLESSING

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you always. Amen.
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He is risen, He is risen!
Hymn 180 (St. Ethelwald)

FINAL HYMN

DISMISSAL

Priest: [A priest dismisses the people.] Alleluia, Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted under CCLI License #11291249. All rights reserved.
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Announcements
Stay in touch! Subscribe to the Weekly Parish Enews and “like” St. Thomas’s on Facebook.
Today, April 30, we will initiate through baptism the newest member of the Body of Christ, Connor Barry
Meah.
Student Care Packages: Today is Prep Day. If you can help, look for Mark Branch after the service.
Dorothy Update. Tomorrow (Friday, April 28), Dorothy is moving to Hamden Rehab and Health Care Center
(1270 Sherman Avenue, Hamden). She would love your visits, and calls once we get her number there.
Walk Against Hunger Report. Thanks to those who participated in last Sunday's Connecticut Food Bank Walk
Against Hunger. Our team raised $585. Go team!
Please remember: In the family-friendly area at the front of the church, all children must be accompanied
by a caregiver. We are fortunate to have MANY families with small children! We know space is tight in that area,
and we will be considering options for expansion.

18

Ser ving Today

Church Leadership

Presider: The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharp
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Lynda Tyson
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Choirmaster: Simon Lee
Organist: Janet Yieh
Eucharistic Minister: Robbie Laughton
Crucifer: Dan Edoma
Torchbearers: Michael Dunlap, Peter Piech
Lectors: Kathleen Bower-Phipps, Don Edwards
Intercessor: Edward Leavy
Sacristans: Michael Fournier
Ushers/Greeters: Gary Robison, Mary Ann Nelson
Coffee Hour Hosts: Jimmy Canton & David,
Carolyn Sharp, Peter Piech, Jennifer Ricker & Tom
Radice

Staff
The Rev. Keri Aubert—Priest-in-Charge
Simon Jacobs—Director of Music and Organist
Julie Kelly—Administrator, Parish and Property
Officers and Vestry
Joann Sweasy (Senior Warden)
Don Edwards (Junior Warden)
Alexander Scherer (Treasurer)
Marj Robison (Clerk)
Anne Harrison (Assistant Treasurer)
Laura Bower-Phipps
Michael Fournier
Daniel Harrison
Martha Deeds Hogan
Kevin Johnson
Chris Martinez
Tom Radice
Jennifer Regan
Christopher Ritacco

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for those in any need or trouble, including:
Bill R., Bob H., Charlene, Dorothy, Jane,
Jonathan, Ken, Lee, Luann, Marilyn, Meg, Paul, Phil,
Rod, Suzanne, Timothy

Associate Priests
The Rev. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan
The Rev. Julie Kelsey
The Rev. Bill Loutrel
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharp
The Rev. Lee McGee Street
The Rev. Dr. Parke Street
The Rev. Dr. Lynda Z. Tyson

Pray for those who have died.
In St. Thomas’s Parish Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
Jan Hagens, Jennifer Herdt, Cora, Adam, Anne
Harrison, Dan Harrison, Glenn, Theo, Charlotte

Ministry Coordinators
Dr. Dorothy Asch—Volunteer Lay Assistant
Marsha Ackerman—Children and Youth Ministries

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
St. Peter's, Monroe; St. Mark's, Mystic; St. Michael's,
Naugatuck; Retirement communities, especially
Seabury and Armsmear; chaplains at retirement
communities

Day School Leadership
Gina Panza—Head of School
Eric Gregory Snow—Chaplain

Collect at Baptism (BCP, p. 254)
Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn us
from the old life of sin: Grant that we, being reborn
to new life in him, may live in righteousness and
holiness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Board of Managers
Gina Panza—Head of School
The Rev. Keri Aubert—President, Day School Corp.
Jonathan Macey (Chair & PTO Rep)
Tracey Meares (Treasurer & Member of the Parish)
Gina Criscuolo (Secretary & PTO Rep)
Mark Branch (Warden Rep)
Frank Chang (Community Rep)
The Rev. K. Dexter Cheney (Parish Rep)
Lois DeLise (Community Rep)
Don Edwards (Parish Rep)
John Forrest (Alumni Rep)
Michael Fournier (Vestry Rep)
Jennifer McTiernan (Parish Rep)
Greg Mokotoff (PTO Rep)
Kenneth Paul (Community Rep)
Kathryn Scherer (Parish Rep)
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ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
Church Phone: (203) 777-7623
Day School Phone: (203) 776-2123

www.stthomasnewhaven.org
www.musicatsttthomas.org
www.stthomasday.org

The Rev. Keri Aubert—Priest-in-Charge
Simon Jacobs—Director of Music and Organist
Julie Kelly—Administrator, Parish and Property
Gina Panza—Head of Day School
Eric Gregory Snow—Day School Chaplain

pastor@stthomasnewhaven.org
music@stthomasnewhaven.org
administrator@stthomasnewhaven.org
gpanza@stthomasday.org
chaplain@stthomasday.org

If you are new or visiting …
Welcome! After the service, you are invited to attend Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the second floor).
Education for all ages: On most Sundays during the academic year, education for all ages takes place from 9 to
9:45 A.M. Sunday school is offered for children pre-K through grade 8; adult education takes place in The Lounge.
Families with small children: Two seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under); and the area in front of the left
side of the pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
Restrooms for men and women are located on the second floor. Go through the red double doors at the front of
the church, up the stairs to the left, and to the far end of the hallway. An all-gender restroom (with baby
changing table) in the Vesting Room, located opposite the red double doors at the front of the church.
At St. Thomas’s, the people gather around the altar for the celebration of the Eucharist. While this may be
unfamiliar to you, most find it to be a powerful experience of true communion.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Baptism is not required. There are usually two Communion stations,
located at the front corners of the altar. Gluten-free bread is available at each station. Non-alcoholic wine is
available only from the server at the center of the altar. Any difference will be explained during the announcements.
To receive Holy Communion: The server will place the bread in your hands. Wine is sipped from the common
cup; please use both hands to guide the chalice to your lips. This is the most sanitary option. Some people “intinct”
(dip the bread into the wine), or receive bread only, or request only a blessing. Additional instructions for
communion and for worship more generally are included at appropriate points in the bulletin.
Tear along dotted line, and then place in the offering plate or give to a member of the parish
..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name ____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail & Phone ____________________________________________________________________
How did you hear about St. Thomas’s? _________________________________________________
I would like to:
 Speak to a clergyperson
 Receive parish emails
 Have a permanent name tag
 Explore becoming a member

 Get involved with _________________
 Enroll my child(ren) in Sunday School
 Learn about joining the Adult Choir
 Enroll my child(ren) in the St. Thomas’s
Choristers (Junior Choir)
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