
ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 
 

  
 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY (YEAR A) 
Holy Eucharist  

 

January 29, 2017           10:00 A.M. 
 

Information for newcomers and visitors is located on the back page of this service bulletin. 
 

 

VOLUNTARY                    Minuetto (from Dix Pièces)                Eugène Gigout (1844-1925) 
 

At the ringing of  the bell, please stand. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                 Christ, whose glory fills the skies 
                                                                                                                 Hymn 7 (Ratisbon) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Presider and People 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

SONG OF PRAISE                                                                                   Daniel Harrison (b. 1959) 
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Presider:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Presider:   Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

All are seated. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                 MICAH 6:1-8 
 

Hear what the Lord says: 
 Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of  the Lord, 
 and you enduring foundations of  the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
 

“O my people, what have I done to you? 
 In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of  Egypt, 
 and redeemed you from the house of  slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of  Moab devised, 
 what Balaam son of  Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of  the Lord.” 
 

“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
 and bow myself  before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of  rams, 
 with tens of  thousands of  rivers of  oil? 
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Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of  my body for the sin of  my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
 and what does the Lord require of  you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
 and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.                                             
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 15 (sung by the choir)                                                                                      Domine, quis habitabit? 
  

1  Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
 who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 

2  Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
 who speaks the truth from his heart. 
 

3  There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * 
 he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
 

4  In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
 but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
 

5  He has sworn to do no wrong * 
 and does not take back his word. 
 

6  He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
 nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
 

7  Whoever does these things * 
 shall never be overthrown. 
 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                           1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of  God. For it is written, 
 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of  the wise, 
  and the discernment of  the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of  this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of  the world? For since, in the wisdom of  God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of  our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 
but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but 
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of  God and the 
wisdom of  God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness 
is stronger than human strength. 
 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of  you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of  noble birth. But God chose what is 
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foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 
nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of  God. He is the 
source of  your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one 
who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.                                             
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

All stand. 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN                           What does the Lord require for praise and offering?  
                                                                                                         Hymn 605 (Sharpthorne) 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                                              MATTHEW 5:1-12 
 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.  
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
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“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of  God.  
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of  
heaven.  
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of  evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                                                            
 

After the Sermon, there follows a short period of  silent reflection. Then all stand.  
 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                    
 

Presider and People 
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of  heaven and earth, 
 of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of  God, 
 eternally begotten of  the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of  one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven: 
 was incarnate of  the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
 and became truly human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, 
 who proceeds from the Father, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
 who has spoken through the Prophets. 
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 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
  and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Intercessor 
 

Joining our hearts in hope and faith, we pray to God, saying, “Light of  Christ, shine on all 
creation.” 
 

Flame of  abundant love, give us joy in proclaiming your Good News to the world. We pray 
for your universal church and for all ministers of  your Word. Light of  Christ, shine on all 
creation. 
 

Ember of  steadfast presence, fuel our passion to challenge injustice and violence, and to 
pursue peace and reconciliation. We pray for this nation and for all the nations of  the 
world. Light of  Christ, shine on all creation. 
 

Star of  wondrous glory, lead us to care for this fragile earth, our island home. We pray for 
the land on which we stand, the waters that surround us, and the creatures that inhabit 
them. Light of  Christ, shine on all creation. 
 

Lamp of  eternal wisdom, guide us as we seek and follow you. We pray for St. Thomas’s 
Church and Day School, and especially for leaders lay and ordained, as they listen to hear 
the guidance of  your Spirit. Light of  Christ, shine on all creation. 
 

Radiance of  boundless compassion, direct our hands to your loving service. We pray for 
the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the homeless, and for all those in any need or 
trouble. Light of  Christ, shine on all creation. 
 

Spark of  true liberation, send us your redeeming and reconciling grace. We pray for the 
dying and the dead. Light of  Christ, shine on all creation. 
 

Please offer your own prayers of  intercession and thanksgiving, either silently or aloud.  
 

Presider 
 

Holy God, you gather the whole universe into your presence and continually reveal the 
divinity of  your Son; strengthen us to walk the path of  your desire, so that by word and 
deed we may manifest the gracious news of  your light and love; through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION 
 

Priest 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept. 
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Priest and People 
 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
 

Presider 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Presider:  The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The People greet one another with a sign of  peace, and then are seated for brief  announcements. After the announcements, the 

People remain seated for the Offertory Anthem, during which the collection is taken.  
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                 Almighty God, which by the leading of a star                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                  John Bull (1562-1628) 
 

Almighty God, which by the leading of  a star  
didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles:  
Mercifully grant, that we which know thee now by faith,  
May after this life have the fruition of  thy glorious Godhead, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Text: The Collect for Epiphany 
 

During the singing of  the Offertory Hymn, the Ushers carry the gifts forward. The People follow and encircle the altar. 
You are encouraged to position children where they can see. Small children may sit with a caregiver on the floor in front of  the 
altar. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If  you are unable to stand, you may sit in one of  the chairs arranged near 
the altar, move to the front row of  pews, or remain where you are.   
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OFFERTORY HYMN                                                               Love divine, all loves excelling  
                                                                                                        Hymn 659 (Hyfrydol)   
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 

 

 

Presider 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. 
 

Because in the mystery of  the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in 
our hearts, to give the knowledge of  your glory in the face of  your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS                                                                                                     Harrison 
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Presider 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of  the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of  error into truth, out of  sin into righteousness, out of  
death into life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of  me.”  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Presider and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

Presider 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of  time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with Mary, Thomas, and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of  your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of  all creation, the head of  the Church, and the author of  our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 

yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
 

You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of  your choice. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen.

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of  silence is kept. 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                                           Harrison 
 

 

 

Presider 
 

The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. [Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.] 
 

All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Please proceed to the most 
conveniently located station to receive communion, and then return to your seat via a side aisle. Gluten-free bread is available 
at any station. Non-alcoholic wine is available from the server at the center of the altar. To receive a blessing instead of 
communion, approach the priest with your arms crossed over your chest. 
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COMMUNION ANTHEM                      Light of the World (from The Light of Life, Op. 29) 
                                                                                                    Edward Elgar (1857-1934)               
 

Light of the World, we know Thy praise 
The angels and archangels raise 
And all the host of Heaven; 
 

More worthily than our faint hymns, 
Whose jarring sound that glory dims, 
Which God to Thee has given, 
 

But thou didst not disdain to take 
Our low estate, or e'ven to make 
The tomb Thy resting place; 
 

So Thou might bring into our night 
The dawn of Thine eternal Light 
To shine upon our face. 
 

Nor death, nor hell, nor sin, is Lord, 
But Thou O Son of God. Thy word 
Is now our Sovereign law. 
 

Therefore we thank thee, and we pray 
Thy Light may shine unto the Perfect Day 
On us for ever more. 
 

Text: The Rev. Edward Capel-Cure (1828-1890) 
 

After all have received communion, the people remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand. 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Presider 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Presider and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

May Christ, the Son of  God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; 
and the blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always. Amen. 
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FINAL HYMN                                                                                                          Lift every voice and sing 

                                                                                                   Hymn 599 (Lift Every Voice) 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Priest:     [A priest dismisses the people.]  

People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

VOLUNTARY                                     Toccata (from Dix Pièces)                                        Gigout 
 

 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.  
Reprinted under CCLI License #11291249. All rights reserved. 
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ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL 
 

830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511 www.stthomasnewhaven.org 
Church Phone: (203) 777-7623           www.musicatsttthomas.org 
Day School Phone: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org 

 

The Rev. Keri Aubert—Priest-in-Charge  pastor@stthomasnewhaven.org 
Simon Jacobs—Director of  Music and Organist  music@stthomasnewhaven.org 
Julie Kelly—Administrator, Parish and Property  administrator@stthomasnewhaven.org 
Gina Panza—Head of  Day School gpanza@stthomasday.org 
Eric Gregory Snow—Day School Chaplain chaplain@stthomasday.org 

 

 
 

If  you are new or visiting …  
 

Welcome! Thank you for attending worship at St. Thomas’s. Please consider returning the information slip below, 
signing the guest register near the main entry, and introducing yourself  to a clergyperson or usher. After the service, 
you are invited to join the congregation for Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the second floor).  
 

Education for all ages: On most Sundays during the school year, education programs for all ages take place just 
before worship, from 9 to 10 A.M. All children are invited to attend Sunday School, which is offered for children 
from pre-K through grade 8. During that time, adult formation takes place in The Lounge. The Sunday bulletins and 
Weekly Parish Enews provide more information.  
 

Families with small children: Two seating areas at the front of  the church are reserved for families with small 
children: the area under the array of  paper cranes (for children age 3 and under); and the area in front of  the left 
side of  the pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver. 
 

At St. Thomas’s, the people gather around the altar for the celebration of  the Eucharist. While this may be 
unfamiliar to you, most find it to be a powerful experience of  true communion.  
 

All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s Table in this Church. Baptism into The Episcopal Church 
or another tradition is not required. There are usually two stations, located at the front corners of  the altar, where 
you may receive Holy Communion. Gluten-free bread is available at each station. Non-alcoholic wine is available 
only from the server at the center of  the altar. Any shift in orientation will be explained during the announcements.  
 

To receive Holy Communion: The server will place the bread in your hands. Wine is sipped from the common 
cup; please use both hands to guide the chalice to your lips. This is the most sanitary option. Some people ‘intinct’ 
(dip the bread into the wine), or receive bread only, or request only a blessing. Additional instructions for 
communion and for worship more generally are included at appropriate points in the bulletin.  
 

Tear along dotted line, and then place in the offering plate or give to a member of  the parish 
 ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________   
Address  ___________________________________________________________________________  
E-mail & Phone  ____________________________________________________________________  
How did you hear about St. Thomas’s?  _________________________________________________  
 

I would like to: 

 Speak to a clergyperson 

 Receive parish emails  

 Have a permanent name tag 

 Explore becoming a member 

 Get involved with ___________________ 

 Enroll my child(ren) in Sunday School 

 Learn about joining the Adult Choir 

 Enroll my child(ren) in the St. Thomas’s 
 Choristers (Junior Choir) 

 


