
 

ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR A 
 

Service of  Morning Prayer 
 

May 3, 2020          10 A.M. 
 

VOLUNTARY Intermezzo in A major 
Johannes Brahms (1833–1897), Klavierstücke, Op. 118, No. 2, 1893 

The invitation to worship is sounded with the ringing of  the bells. 

HYMN We know that Christ is raised and dies no more (296, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION & INVITATORY 

Officiant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen! 
People:  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
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VENITE (Sung by soloists from the Choir) Tone IV 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 
 and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

PSALM 23 (Sung by soloists from the Choir) John Joubert 

1  The LORD is my shepherd; * 
 I shall not be in want. 

2  He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
 and leads me beside still waters. 

3  He revives my soul * 
 and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

6  Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON ACTS 2:42-47 

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, 
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
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Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

CANTICLE 16 (Sung by soloists from the Choir) The Song of  Zechariah 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
 he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
 born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 
 from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
 and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
 holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE SECOND LESSON JOHN 10:1-10 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They 
will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice 
of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what 
he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.” 
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Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

THE HOMILY 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
People:  And grant us your salvation. 
Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
People: Let your people sing with joy. 
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Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
People: For only in you can we live in safety. 
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth; 
People: Your saving health among all nations. 
Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
People: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Officiant 
(The Collect of the Day) O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant 
that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow 
where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

(Prayer for Renewal, by the Rev. Jennifer Phillips) Holy one, you renew our hope when we 
become hopeless; you renew our strength when we grow weary; you renew our connections 
when we find ourselves alone and unsure of the way; guide us now, in this day which is not 
as we expected, in the work before us which is not what we had planned, in service to 
those around us when we are not sure how best to serve; let there be in us that mind and 
spirit which was in Christ Jesus, that in all we do we may show you honor and give you 
praise, by the power of your life-bringing Spirit. Amen. 

(A Prayer for Mission) Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your 
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

The Officiant will add prayers of  intercession and thanksgiving. 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

HYMN Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! (205, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Your ongoing financial support of  St. Thomas’s Church is especially appreciated at this time. To give online 
with a debit or credit card, go to the Home page of  the Church website (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and 
click GIVE NOW. If  you are viewing this document electronically, you can simply CLICK HERE. 
Know also that the Church office is able to process checks that have been mailed. Thank you! 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRjlaa8kk38nFSc7qZC8ojCks4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboueWRKPI6Vr5O0LVBV63LB8s=&ver=3
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Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

VOLUNTARY Prince of  Denmark's March 
Jeremiah Clarke (c1674–1707), 1700 

After the Voluntary, you are invited to stay online for virtual Coffee Hour. 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission. 
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved. 

 
 

Serving Today   Leadership at St. Thomas’s   
 

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Keri Aubert 
Musician: Dr. Noah Horn 
Lectors: Catherine Stricklan, Drew McDermott 
 

This Week’s Prayer Intentions  
 

Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially: 
all who are affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
especially those who work in healthcare and those 
who have lost their livelihood 
 

Pray for those who have died. 
 

In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of  
Prayer, pray for:  
St. Peter’s, Monroe; St. Mark’s, Mystic; St. Michael’s, 
Naugatuck; retirement communities, especially 
Seabury and Armsmear; chaplains at retirement 
communities 
 

In the Anglican Cycle of  Prayer, pray for:  
the Nippon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican Communion in 
Japan) 
 

In the World Council of  Churches Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle, pray for: 
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 

Church Officers and Vestry 
Kyle Holton (Senior Warden) 
Denise Terry (Junior Warden)  
Ricardo Chavira (Treasurer) 
Linda Meyer (Clerk) 
Greg D’Andrea 
Bill English 
Chris Martinez 
Alexandria Robison 
Catherine Stricklan 
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Rector) 
 

Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests 
The Rev. Canon K. Dexter Cheney 
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan 
 

Day School Board of  Trustees 
Gina Panza (Head of  School) 
The Rev. Keri Aubert (President, Day School Corp.) 
Gina Criscuolo (Chair) 
John Forrest (Vice-Chair) 
Tracey Meares (Treasurer) 
Eileen O’Donnell (Secretary) 
Alexander Babbidge 
Christopher Cavallaro Don Edwards 
William English Jeralyn Fantarella 
Kenneth Paul  Tony Reyes 
Kathryn Crabb Scherer Denise Terry 
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos 

 

 
ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL 

830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511 

Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org 

Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org 

 


