ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, PROPER 9, YEAR A
Liturgy of the Word
July 5, 2020

10 A.M.
Come unto him, all ye that labor

ANTHEM
Come unto him, all ye that labor,
come unto him, that are heavy laden,
and he will give you rest.

Take his yoke upon you, and learn of him;
for he is meek and lowly of heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

Words: Matthew 11:28-29

Music: George Frideric Handel (1685–1759), Messiah, 1742

The invitation to worship is sounded with the ringing of the bells.
Lord of all hopefulness (131, Voices Found)

HYMN

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Presider
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [Silence is kept.]
Presider and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our
neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our
whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
GENESIS 24:34-38,42-49,58-67

THE FIRST LESSON

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The LORD has greatly blessed my
master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold,
male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my
master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear,
saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in
whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for
my son.’
“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now
you will only make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of
water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a
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little water from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for
your camels also”—let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s
son.’
“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water
jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me
drink.’ She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also
water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose
daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to
him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head
and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had
led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now
then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I
may turn either to the right hand or to the left.”
And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.”
So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his
men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of
myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and
her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took
Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in
the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw
camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from
the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet
us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And the
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother
Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SONG OF SOLOMON 2:8-13

The voice of my beloved!
Look, he comes,
leaping upon the mountains,
bounding over the hills.
My beloved is like a gazelle
or a young stag.
Look, there he stands
behind our wall,
gazing in at the windows,
looking through the lattice.
My beloved speaks and says to me:

"Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away;
for now the winter is past,
the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove
is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its figs,
and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away."
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ROMANS 7:15-25

THE SECOND LESSON

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer
I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me,
that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I
want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Norah Duncan IV

GOSPEL ALLELUIA

The Cantor sings the Gospel Alleluia once through, then the People join in singing.

Cantor:

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden:
and I will give you rest.

The People sing the Alleluia again.
MATTHEW 11:16-19,25-30

THE GOSPEL

Presider:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting
in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
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‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Presider:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
THE NICENE CREED

Presider and People
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptisim for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Book of Common Prayer, Form IV

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Intercessor and People
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. [Silence is kept.] Lord, in your
mercy, Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that
we may honor one another and serve the common good. [Silence is kept.] Lord, in your
mercy, Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. [Silence is kept.] Lord, in your
mercy, Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he loves us. [Silence is kept.] Lord, in your mercy, Hear our
prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope
in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. [Silence is kept.] Lord, in your
mercy, Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and
we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. [Silence is kept.]
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Hear the prayers of intercession and thanksgiving that we now offer to you either silently
or aloud. [You are invited to unmute yourself for the offering of an intercession.]
Presider
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and
for ever. Amen.
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THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Your ongoing financial support of St. Thomas’s Church is especially appreciated at this time. To give online
with a debit or credit card, go to the Home page of the Church website (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and
click GIVE NOW. If you are viewing this document electronically, you can simply CLICK HERE.
Know also that the Church office is able to process checks that have been mailed. Thank you!
Just as I am (137, Lift Every Voice and Sing II)

OFFERTORY HYMN
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

A PRAYER OF COMMUNION

Presider and People
Almighty God, you promised through our Lord Jesus Christ that where two or three
are gathered together in his name, you will be in the midst of them. We ask you to
be in the midst of us now, though we are far apart, and to bind us to one another,
and to you, through the power of your Holy Spirit. Just as you, Father, are in the
Son, and he in you, so may we also be in you, and Christ in us, through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

Presider
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you
as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you
always. Amen.
Presider:
People:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Arise, my love

ANTHEM
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.
O my dove, that dwelleth in the clefts of the rock,
in the covert of a steep place,

let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice;
for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.

Words: Song of Solomon 2:13-14

Music: Richard Hundley (1931–2018), 1981

After the Anthem, you are invited to stay online for virtual Coffee Hour. Please see the Parish Enews for
the latest announcements and information.

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved.
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Ser ving Today

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Musician: Dr.. Noah Horn
Lectors: Jenny Chavira, Claire Scully
Intercessor: Drew McDermott

Church Vestry
Kyle Holton (Senior Warden)
Denise Terry (Junior Warden)
Ricardo Chavira (Treasurer)
Linda Meyer (Clerk)
Greg D’Andrea
Bill English
Chris Martinez
Alexandria Robison
Catherine Stricklan
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Rector)

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially:
all who are affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
especially those who work in healthcare and those
who have lost their livelihood
Pray for those who have died.

Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests
The Rev. Canon K. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan

In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of
Prayer, pray for:
Christ Church, Oxford; St. John’s, Pine Meadow; St.
Paul’s, Plainfield; Military chaplains, and all who serve
this country

Day School Board of Trustees
Gina Criscuolo (Chair)
John Forrest (Vice-Chair)
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos (Treasurer)
Eileen O’Donnell (Secretary)
Alexander Babbidge
Christopher Cavallaro
William English
Jeralyn Fantarella
Linda Meyer
Kenneth Paul
Denise Terry (Parish Junior Warden
The Rev. Keri Aubert (President, Day School Corp.)
Gina Panza (Head of School)

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
the united Church of Pakistan
In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical
Prayer Cycle, pray for:
Eritrea, Ethiopia

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org
Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org
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