ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 9)–YEAR A
Holy Eucharist
July 9, 2017

10:00 A.M.
If you are new or visiting …

Welcome! After the service, please come to Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the 2nd floor) for food and fellowship.
Education for all ages: On most Sundays during the academic year, education for all ages takes place from 9 to
9:45 A.M. Sunday school is offered for children pre-K through grade 8; adult education takes place in the Lounge.
Families with small children: Two seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under); and the area in front of the left
side of the pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
Restrooms for men and women are located on the second floor. Go through the red double doors at the front of
the church, up the stairs to the left, and to the far end of the hallway. An all-gender restroom (with baby
changing table) in the Vesting Room, located opposite the red double doors at the front of the church.
At St. Thomas’s, the people gather around the altar for the celebration of Holy Eucharist. While this may be
unfamiliar to you, most find it to be a powerful experience of true communion.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Baptism is not required. There are usually two Communion stations,
located at the front corners of the altar. Gluten-free bread is available at each station. Non-alcoholic wine is
available only from the server at the center of the altar. Any difference will be explained during the announcements.
To receive Holy Communion: The server will place the bread in your hands. Wine is sipped from the common
cup; please use both hands to guide the chalice to your lips. This option is the most sanitary and therefore preferred.
Some people “intinct” (dip the bread into the wine), or receive bread only, or request only a blessing. Additional
instructions for communion and for worship more generally are included at appropriate points in the bulletin.
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Prelude sur l’Introit de L’Epiphanie, Maurice Durufle (1902-1986)

At the ringing of the bell, please stand.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Love divine, all loves excelling (The Hymnal 1982, 657)

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788); Music: Hyfrodol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887)
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OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our
neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our
whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
All are seated.

GENESIS 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67

THE FIRST LESSON

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my

master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold,
male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my
master when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear,
saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in
whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for
my son.’

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you
will only make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let
the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little
water from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your
camels also” —let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’
“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water
jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me
drink.’ She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also
water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose
daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to
him.’ So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head
and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had
led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now
then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I
may turn either to the right hand or to the left.”
And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.”
So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his
men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of
myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and
her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took
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Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in
the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw
camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from
the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet
us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And the
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother
Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 45:11-18

Eructavit cor meum

11 "Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; *
forget your people and your father's house.
12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; *
he is your master; therefore do him honor.
13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; *
the rich among the people seek your favor."
14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; *
her gown is cloth-of-gold.
15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; *
after her the bridesmaids follow in procession.
16 With joy and gladness they are brought, *
and enter into the palace of the king.
17 "In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; *
you shall make them princes over all the earth.
18 I will make your name to be remembered
from one generation to another; *
therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever
ROMANS 7:15-25A

THE SECOND LESSON

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer
I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me,
that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I
want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
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Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
All stand.

SEQUENCE HYMN

I heard the voice of Jesus say (The Hymnal 1982, 692)

Words: Horatius Bonar (1808-1889); Music: Kingsfold, English folk tune, arr. R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

MATTHEW 11:1-7A, 16-19, 25-30

THE GOSPEL

Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to
teach and proclaim his message in their cities.
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When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have
good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds, saying, “To what will I compare
this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

All are seated.

THE SERMON
After the Sermon, there follows a short period of silent reflection. Then all stand.

THE NICENE CREED

Presider and People
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (1979 Book of Common Prayer, Form III)

Intercessor
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
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We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, either silently or aloud.
Presider
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN

Priest
Let us confess our sins to God
Silence is kept

Priest and people
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another with a sign of peace, and then are seated for brief announcements.
Please remain seated for the beginning of the Offertory Hymn. The Oblationers come forward
immediately, presenting the bread and wine for communion. The Ushers follow but turn and take
the collection from the front to the back of the church. The Ushers then bring the collection
forward. After the ushers pass, rise and follow them up the center aisle, and then join with the
congregation to encircle the altar.
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You are encouraged to position children where they can see. Small children may sit with a caregiver on the floor in front of the
altar. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If you are unable to stand, you may sit in one of the chairs arranged near
the altar, move to the front row of pews, or remain where you are.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Jesus shall reign wheree’er the sun (The Hymnal 1982, 544)

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), Music: Duke Street, John Hatton (d. 1793)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 1
(ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP)

Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Presider
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and
fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with
your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body.
Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with
Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all
creation as we say:
Presider and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Presider
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth
your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another,
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of
salvation for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom
and life.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Presider and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Presider continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your
daughters and sons, that with [ ___________ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to
come, we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept, and then the gifts are made ready.

Presider:
People:
Presider:

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Please proceed to the most
conveniently located station to receive communion. Gluten-free bread is available at any station; non-alcoholic wine is available
from the server at the center of the altar. To receive a blessing instead of communion, approach the priest with your arms
crossed over your chest. Return to your seat via a side aisle, and remain seated until the Communion Hymn begins.
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COMMUNION HYMN

Lord of all hopefulness (The Hymnal 1982, 482)

Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953)
Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody, adapt. the Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. Hymnal 1982

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider
Let us pray.
Presider and People
Loving God, we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
BLESSING
DISMISSAL

Priest:
People:

[A priest dismisses the people.] Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Prelude and Fugue in e minor, Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

Unless otherwise indicated, all music is reprinted under CCLI License #11291249. All rights reserved.
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