ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (PROPER 10)–YEAR A

Service of Holy Eucharist
July 16, 2017

10:00 A.M.

If you are new or visiting …
Welcome! After the service, please come to Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the 2nd floor) for food and fellowship.
Though other churches make the claim, ours really is the Best Coffee Hour in Connecticut. You can request a name
tag using the form in the pew rack or the sheet at the entrance. Next Sunday your new name tag will be waiting for
you on the table in the foyer inside the main church entrance.
To follow along with the service you will need this bulletin and, from the pew racks, The Book of Common Prayer
(red) and The Hymnal 1982 (blue). During Holy Communion, you will need only the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.
Families with small children: Three seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the areas in front of the two
front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. Your device will
open a web browser and St. Thomas’s website. Sunday bulletins are posted on the website’s Bulletin Archive. We aim
to reduce printing by encouraging worshippers to use their smart devices to follow the order of service.
Education for all ages takes place from 9 to 9:45 A.M. on most Sundays during the academic year. All programs are
currently on hiatus until September.
Restrooms for men and women are located on the second floor. Go through the red double doors at the front of
the church, up the stairs to the left, and to the far end of the hallway. An all-gender restroom (with baby
changing table) in the Vesting Room, located opposite the red double doors at the front of the church.
For the celebration of Holy Eucharist, the people gather around the altar. While this may be unfamiliar to you,
most find it to be a powerful experience of true communion at our common table.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Baptism is not required; church membership is not required. There
are usually two communion stations, one at each front corner of the altar. Gluten-free bread is available at each
station. Non-alcoholic wine is available only from the server at the center of the altar. Any difference will be
explained during the announcements.
Receiving Holy Communion: The server will place the bread in your hands. Please sip wine from the common
cup; using both hands to guide the chalice to your lips—this is the most sanitary option. Some people “intinct” (dip
the bread into the wine), or receive bread only, or request only a blessing. Additional instructions for communion
and for worship more generally are included at appropriate points in the following order of service.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Hymn 440, Blessed Jesus, at thy word, The Hymnal 1982
Page 355, The Book of Common Prayer

OPENING ACCLAMATION
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
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O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know
and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish
them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

GENESIS 25:19-34

THE FIRST LESSON

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty
years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the
Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer,
and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be
this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples born of you shall be divided;
the one shall be stronger than the other,
the elder shall serve the younger.”
When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all
his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand
gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.
When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet
man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.
Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau
said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.)
Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?”
Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave
Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his
birthright.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Page 772, The Book of Common Prayer

PSALM 119:105-112

ROMANS 8:1-11

THE SECOND LESSON

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh,
could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned
sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To
set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through
his Spirit that dwells in you.
Reader:

The Word of the Lord.
2

People:

Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN

Hymn 589, Almighty God, your word is cast, The Hymnal 1982
MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23

THE GOSPEL
Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into
a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since
they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
Let anyone with ears listen!”
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on
the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke
the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.”
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

Page 358, The Book of Common Prayer

THE NICENE CREED
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Page 392, Form VI, The Book of Common Prayer

CONFESSION OF SIN

Page 360, The Book of Common Prayer

THE PEACE

Page 360, The Book of Common Prayer

Please remain seated for the beginning of the Offertory Hymn. The Oblationers come forward
immediately, presenting the bread and wine for communion. The Ushers follow but turn and take
the collection from the front to the back of the church. The Ushers then bring the collection
forward. After the ushers pass, rise and follow them up the center aisle, and then join with the
congregation to encircle the altar. You are encouraged to position children where they can see. Small children may sit
with a caregiver on the floor in front of the altar. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If you are unable to stand, you
may sit in one of the chairs arranged near the altar, move to the front row of pews, or remain where you are.
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OFFERTORY HYMN

Hymn 632, O Christ, the Word Incarnate, The Hymnal 1982

Words: William Walsham How (1823-1897). Music: Munich, melody from Neu-vermehrtes und zu Ubung Christl. Gottseligkeit eingerichtetes
Meiningisches Gesangbuch, 1693; adapt. and harm. Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847). Reprinted under CCLI License #11291249.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C

Page 369, The Book of Common Prayer

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Page 364, The Book of Common Prayer

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Page 364, The Book of Common Prayer

COMMUNION HYMNHymn

343, Shepherd of souls, The Hymnal 1982
Page 365, The Book of Common Prayer

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

BLESSING AND DISMISSALPage 366, The Book of Common Prayer
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
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