ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, YEAR C

Service of Holy Eucharist
February 24, 2019

10 A.M.

If you are new or visiting …
Welcome! After the service, please come to Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the 2nd floor) for food and fellowship.
Though other churches make the claim, ours really is the Best Coffee Hour in Connecticut. Please consider filling
out a blue visitor information card (located in the pew rack). You can use the form to request a nametag, and next
Sunday it will be waiting for you on the table just inside the main church entrance.
To follow along with the service all you need is this service bulletin.
Families with small children: Three seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the areas in front of the two
front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
Education for All Ages takes place from 9 to 9:45 A.M. on most Sundays during the academic year.
Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. Your device will
open a web browser and St. Thomas’s website. Sunday bulletins are posted on the website’s Bulletin Archive. We aim
to reduce printing by encouraging worshippers to use their smart devices to follow the order of service.
Restrooms for men and women are located on the second floor. Go through the red double doors at the front of
the church, up the stairs to the left, and to the far end of the hallway. An all-gender restroom (with baby
changing table) in the Vesting Room, located opposite the red double doors at the front of the church.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Baptism is not required; church membership is not required.
Gluten-free bread is available at each communion station; non-alcoholic wine is available from the chalice bearer
at the center. Any difference will be explained during the announcements.
To receive Holy Communion hold out your hands, and the server will place bread in them. If you wish to receive
wine, please sip it from the common cup, using both hands to guide the chalice to your lips.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY
At the ringing of the bell, please stand.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Love divine, all loves excelling (657, The Hymnal 1982)

OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT FOR PURITY

Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Presider and People
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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(Schubert, Deutsche Messe)

GLORIA

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: Send your
Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond of peace
and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. Grant this for
the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
All are seated.
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THE FIRST LESSON

GENESIS 45:3-11,15

Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could
not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He said, "I
am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or
angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve
life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for
you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who
sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and
ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You
shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your
children's children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide
for you there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you and your
household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.'"
And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with
him.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 37:1-12,41-42 (sung by the Choir)

1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; *
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, *
and like the green grass fade away.
3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; *
dwell in the land and feed on its riches.
4 Take delight in the LORD, *
and he shall give you your heart's desire.
5 Commit your way to the LORD and put your trust in him, *
and he will bring it to pass.
6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light *
and your just dealing as the noonday.
7 Be still before the LORD *
and wait patiently for him.
8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, *
the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; *
do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil.
10 For evildoers shall be cut off, *
but those who wait upon the LORD shall possess the land.
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11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; *
you shall search out their place, but they will not be there.
12 But the lowly shall possess the land; *
they will delight in abundance of peace.
41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the LORD; *
he is their stronghold in time of trouble.
42 The LORD will help them and rescue them; *
he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them,
because they seek refuge in him.
THE SECOND LESSON

1 CORINTHIANS 15:35-38,42-50

Someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" Fool!
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not
sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised
in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body,
there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living
being"; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but
the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the
second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and
as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image
of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
All stand.

SEQUENCE HYMN

I come with joy to meet my Lord (304, The Hymnal 1982)
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LUKE 6:27-38

THE GOSPEL

Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold
even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your
goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.
"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?
For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and
you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you get back."
Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

All are seated.
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THE SERMON
All stand.

THE NICENE CREED

Presider and People
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven: was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Deacon
Joining our hearts in hope and faith, let us pray to God, saying, “Light of Christ, shine on
all creation.”
Intercessor and People
Flame of abundant love, give us joy in proclaiming your Good News to the world. We pray
for your universal church and for all ministers of your Word. Light of Christ, shine on all
creation.
Ember of steadfast presence, fuel our passion to challenge injustice and violence, and to
pursue peace and reconciliation. We pray for this nation and for all the nations of the
world. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
Star of wondrous glory, lead us to care for this fragile earth, our island home. We pray for
the land on which we stand, the waters that surround us, and the creatures that inhabit
them. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
Lamp of eternal wisdom, guide us as we seek and follow you. We pray for St. Thomas’s
Church and Day School, and especially the leaders who are listening to hear the guidance of
your Spirit. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
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Radiance of boundless compassion, direct our hands to your loving service. We pray for
the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the homeless, and for all those in any need or
trouble. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
Spark of true liberation, send us your redeeming and reconciling grace. We pray for the
dying and the dead. Light of Christ, shine on all creation.
Please offer your own prayers of intercession and thanksgiving, either silently or aloud.
Presider
Holy God, you embrace the whole universe and sanctify all you have created: continually
manifest in our hearts the constant awareness of your affection and the persuasive
revelation of your desire, and thereby prepare us to offer our voices and bodies as
courageous and confident bearers of the Good News of your light and love; through Christ
our Savior. Amen.
THE CONFESSION

Deacon
Let us confess our sins to God. [Silence is kept.]
Deacon and People
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another with a sign of peace, and then are seated for brief announcements. After the announcements, the
People remain seated for the Offertory Anthem, during which the collection is taken.
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If ye love me

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
If ye love me, keep my commandments,
and I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter,

that he may abide with you for ever,
even the spirit of truth.
Words: John 14:15-17

Music: Thomas Tallis (c1505–1585)

During the singing of the Offertory Hymn, the Ushers carry the gifts forward. The People follow and encircle the altar.
You are encouraged to position children where they can see. Small children may sit with a caregiver on the floor in front of the
altar. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If you are unable to stand, you may sit in one of the chairs arranged near
the altar, move to the front row of pews, or remain where you are.

Within our darkest night (Taizé)

OFFERTORY HYMN

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP 1
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Presider
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and
fountain of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with
your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body.
Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with
Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all
creation as we sing:
S-130, The Hymnal 1982

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS
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Presider
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth
your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another,
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of
salvation for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom
and life.
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave
it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Presider and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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The Presider continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your
children, that with [ ___________ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we
may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

S-164, The Hymnal 1982

FRACTION ANTHEM
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Presider:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Baptism is not required; church

membership is not required. Please proceed to the most conveniently located station to receive communion, and then return to
your seat via the center aisle. Gluten-free bread is available at each station; non-alcoholic wine is available from the chalice
bearer at the center. To receive a blessing instead of communion, approach the priest with your arms crossed over your chest.

Remember not, Lord, our offenses

COMMUNION ANTHEM
Remember not, Lord, our offenses,
nor the offenses of our forefathers,
neither take thou vengeance of our sins,
but spare us, good Lord, spare thy people,

whom thou hast redeemed
with thy most precious blood,
and be not angry with us for ever,
spare us, good Lord.

Words: Thomas Cranmer (1489–1556)

Music: Henry Purcell (1659–1695), Z. 50

After all have received communion, the People remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider:

Let us pray.

Presider and People
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
THE BLESSING

Presider
The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be
Christ’s hands and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen.
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FINAL HYMN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (390, The Hymnal 1982)
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DISMISSAL

Deacon:
People:

[The Deacon dismisses the People.] [Alleluia, Alleluia!]
Thanks be to God. [Alleluia, Alleluia!]

ORGAN VOLUNTARY
Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved.

Ash Wednesday, March 6
Ashes to Go: 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Corner of Whitney Avenue and Cliff Street, offering quick imposition of ashes to
parishioners, Day School folks, and our neighbors
Ash Wednesday Liturgy: 7 p.m.
Service of Holy Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes
Music from the St. Thomas's Choir and Schola

Announcements
Stay in touch! Subscribe to the Weekly Parish Enews and “like” St. Thomas’s on Facebook.
Delight Nights are evenings of fellowship, music, and community service for the people of St. Thomas’s. Our first

event will be Friday, March 1, at 6pm, in the Lounge -- a celebration of Mardi Gras. Bring a dish to share, a
friend or two, and join us! Once Saxaphonist Herb Wilson gets us in the groove, Linda Meyer will talk about:
making up “welcome home” backpacks with necessities for people re-entering from prison; mentoring kids whose
parents are in prison; supporting ministries that let the voices of people be heard from inside prison. See the Enews.
SPIRIT Update. It’s not too late to join, all are welcome! The next meeting is Wednesday, February 27, at 5:45
p.m., in the Lounge. Contact Diana Empsall with questions/comments at church01@sbc.edu.
Interested in Confirmation, Reception, or Reaffirmation? Inquirer's Class Begins Soon! We’re likely to meet
on Sundays after worship. If you're at all interested, please contact Keri NOW.
Loaves & Fishes: for the month of January, please bring CANNED BEANS and TOOTHPASTE.
Four-Choirs Service of Lessons & Carols for Epiphany: Sunday, March 3, 5 p.m., Trinity on the Green
Freedom Songs: An Inter-Faith Fundraiser for the Immigrant Bail Fund. Saturday, March 30, 5 p.m., Long
Wharf Theater. See the Enews for more info.
Looking for an opportunity for theological exploration? Our neighbors at Yale Divinity School are offering a
wonderful opportunity: Summer Study 2019. Session I: June 3-7, Session II: June 10-14. The program is open to all
and is a great chance for personal and intellectual enrichment. Learn more at https://summerstudy.yale.edu/ or ask
Jan Hagens at coffee hour (or email jan.hagens@yale.edu).
Our Little Free Library always needs books. If you have books to donate, please bring them - you (and your kids!)
can just pop them in yourself.
Episcopal Church in Connecticut, Annual Spring Training & Gathering: Saturday, April 27, 2019, 9 AM to
4 PM, BERLIN HIGH SCHOOL, 139 Patterson Way, Berlin, CT
Workshop with the Very Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas: rescheduled for May 11, 2019, Christ Church
Cathedral, Hartford. See the Enews for more information.
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Ser ving Today

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Presider: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Deacon & Preacher: The Rev. Nathan Empsall
Conductor & Organist: Dr. Noah Horn
Emcee: Dr. Dorothy Asch
Eucharistic Minister: Ricardo Chavira
Crucifers: Michael Dunlap, Adam Hagens
Lectors: Bob Herdt, Kate Ross
Intercessor: Drew McDermott
Vestry Host:
Sacristans: Kyle Holton & Kids
Ushers: Drew McDermott, Katie Coleman, Gail
Curran
Counters: Ozan Say
Coffee Hour Hosts: Craig Bottiger, Christian & Rob
Brockenberry

Church Officers and Vestry
Joann Sweasy (Senior Warden)
Denise Terry (Junior Warden)
Ricardo Chavira (Treasurer)
Kyle Holton (Clerk)
Thomas Hogan
Linda Meyer
Alexandria Robison
Ozan Say
Catherine Stricklan
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Priest-in-Charge)
Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests
The Rev. Canon K. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan
Church Ministry Coordinator
Dr. Dorothy Asch—Volunteer Lay Assistant

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for those in any need or trouble, including:
Dorothy, Drew, Greg, Jerry, Katie, Marion

Day School Board of Trustees
Gina Panza—Head of School
The Rev. Keri Aubert—President, Day School Corp.
Gina Criscuolo (Chair)
Frank Chang (Vice-Chair)
Tracey Meares (Treasurer)
Jeralyn Fantarella (Secretary)
John Forrest
Alex Babbidge
Don Edwards
Jonathan Macey
Eileen O’Donnell
Kenneth Paul
Kathryn Crabb Scherer
Denise Terry
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos

Pray for those who have died.
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
St. Timothy’s, Fairfield; Trinity/St. Michael’s, Fairfield;
St. James’, Farmington; All parish-based mission
partnerships; ECCT-wide mission partnership
networks; the Companions in Mission Network
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
the Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America
In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical
Prayer Cycle, pray for:
Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org
Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org
The Rev. Keri Aubert, Priest-in-Charge  k.aubert@stthomasnewhaven.org
The Rev. April Alford-Harkey, Deacon  a.alfordharkey@stthomasnewhaven.org
Dr. Noah Horn, Music Director  n.horn@stthomasnewhaven.org
Julie Kelly, Parish & Property Administrator  j.kelly@stthomasnewhaven.org
Gina Panza, Head of Day School  gpanza@stthomasday.org
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