
 

ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, PROPER 10, YEAR A 

Service of  Morning Prayer 

July 16, 2023          10 A.M. 

 
 

Whether you are new or returning, WELCOME! 

To participate in worship today all you need is this bulletin. 

Face masks are optional. Our expectation is that everyone who can be has been vaccinated and boosted 
against COVID-19. Please be respectful of  those who continue to mask by observing social 
distancing. Know that there is no mechanical air exchange in the church portions of  the building. The 
Lounge has high efficiency air filters but no mechanical air exchange. 

All church spaces are accessible. Handicapped parking and a wheelchair ramp are located in back of  
the building; a lift for access to the second floor is located at the stairway. 

Restrooms are located on the second floor. Go through the double doors near the pulpit, upstairs to the 
second floor, and to the far end of  the hallway. A restroom with baby changing table is in the Vesting 
Room, located opposite the double doors near the pulpit. All restrooms are all-gender single-use. 

If  you are new, please consider filling out a blue information card (located in the pew rack). You can use 
it to request a nametag, and next Sunday it will be waiting on the table inside the main entrance. 

Three seating areas at the front of  the nave are reserved for families with small children: the area under 
the array of  paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the two areas in front of  the front pews (for 
children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver. 

Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. Your 
device will open a web browser and the St. Thomas’s website. Bulletins are posted in the website’s Bulletin 
Archive. To reduce printing, we encourage worshippers to use their smart devices to follow the service. 

 
 
St. Thomas’s Church is located on Eansketambawg (Quinnipiac) land. This acknowledgment 
compels us to pause: in gratitude for the Quinnipiac and other Algonquin-speaking stewards of the 
territory that is now Connecticut; in regret for Christianity’s participation in the colonization of the 
Americas; and in faith that God’s reconciling power will bring true healing to the Earth and all its 
inhabitants. 
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VOLUNTARY  
 

At the ringing of  the bell, please stand. 

HYMN Blessed Jesus, at thy word (440, The Hymnal 1982) 
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OPENING SENTENCE 

Officiant 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.     Philippians 1:2 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Officiant 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [Silence is kept.] 

Officiant and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

THE INVITATORY 

Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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VENITE  

Officiant and People 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
 and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture 
 and the sheep of his hand. * 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

All are seated. 

PSALM 119:105-112 

Officiant and People 
105  Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
 and a light upon my path. 
106  I have sworn and am determined * 
 to keep your righteous judgments. 
107  I am deeply troubled; * 
 preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 
108  Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
 and teach me your judgments. 
109  My life is always in my hand, * 
 yet I do not forget your law. 
110  The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
 but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
111  Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
 truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
112  I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
 for ever and to the end. 
       Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 25:19-34 

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and 
Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of 
Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because 
she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. The 
children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” 
So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
 and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the other, 
 the elder shall serve the younger.” 

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out 
red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came 
out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old 
when she bore them. 

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a 
quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah 
loved Jacob. 

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 
Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he 
was called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; 
of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and 
sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and 
drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

All stand. 
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HYMN O Christ, the Word Incarnate (632, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

 
All are seated. 
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THE SECOND LESSON ROMANS 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 
of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

CANTICLE 15 The Song of  Mary 

Officiant and People 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
 the Almighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
 in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
 and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
 to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

  



8 

THE THIRD LESSON MATTHEW 13:1-9,18-23 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him 
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he 
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they 
had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 
root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; 
this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and 
it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

All stand. 
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HYMN Spread, O spread, thou mighty word (530, The Hymnal 1982) 

 
All are seated. 

THE SERMON 

After the sermon, all remain seated for a period of  silence. Then all stand. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Officiant: Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
People:  Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Officiant: Day by day we bless you; 
People: We praise your Name for ever. 
Officiant: Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
People: Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Officiant: Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
People: For we put our trust in you. 
Officiant: In you, Lord, is our hope; 
People: And we shall never hope in vain. 

Officiant 
(The Collect of the Day) O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon 
you, and grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also 
may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

(A Collect for Peace) O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal 
life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of 
our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(A Prayer for Mission) Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your 
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry 
they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

The Officiant may add prayers of  intercession and thanksgiving. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Please remain in place while greeting your neighbors with a sign of  peace. You may then be seated for brief  
announcements. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Your financial support is sincerely appreciated. To give online, go to the Church website Home page 
(www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and click GIVE NOW. If  you are viewing this document electronically, 
simply CLICK HERE. Thank you! 

All stand. 
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HYMN Lord, make us servants of  your peace (593, The Hymnal 1982) 
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DISMISSAL AND CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Officiant 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.     Romans 15:13 

You may be seated for the voluntary or exit the church. 

VOLUNTARY  
 

Music is reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-740689, unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Announcements 

For all the latest news and information, see last week’s edition of the Weekly Parish Enews. From the Parish 
website Home page (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), click Enews Archive for the latest edition or Enews (subscribe) to 

subscribe. 

Transition Update We will NOT be meeting on July 25th with Amber Page Gehr, Diocesan Transition Officer, as 
previously announced.  That meeting is now tentatively scheduled for Sept. 24, in person, following worship—stay 
tuned!    

We will soon launch a process of reflection and consultation that will enable us to articulate to candidates our 
identity and aspirations as a parish.  We welcome your ideas and involvement!  

We have submitted information to the diocese which will enable a financial analysis and determination of what we 
can afford by way of clergy compensation.  

We hope by early fall to begin advertising the position through diocesan channels.  The diocese will gather 
applications and pass them along to the Vestry, who will review applications and interview candidates.  While 
Bishop Jeff Mello must approve any offer that we make, the choice will be ours.  

The position will initially be a time-limited Priest-in-Charge position, which can in due course be converted to a 
Rector position if both parties wish to proceed.  

Feel free to reach out to any member of the Vestry with your questions and ideas.  
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On July 9th we welcomed the Reverend Dr. Carolyn Sharp as preacher and presider.  Carolyn is a Hebrew Bible 
scholar and professor of homiletics at Yale Divinity School.  She is the author of many highly-regarded books on the 
Hebrew prophets, including recent commentaries on Joshua and Jeremiah, and has a particular interest in biblical 
theology as a resource for preaching.  She is also a longtime friend and member of St. Thomas’s, now serving as 
volunteer assisting priest at St. John’s Essex, close to her home in Old Saybrook.  We can look forward to having 
Carolyn with us again on July 30th.  

 

TODAY, July 16, Denise Terry will be preaching and leading the congregation in Morning Prayer.  Denise, who is 
Clerk of St. Thomas’s, came to the Episcopal Church from a Roman Catholic tradition (Albertus Magnus College, 
'68). Denise’s work has been in education as a classroom teacher at Sidwell Friends School and as a tutor at the 
Kingsbury Center.  Denise was formally accepted into the Episcopal Church at St. Columba’s Church in 
Washington, DC in 1995, where she volunteered for several years with an “I Have a Dream” class sponsored by the 
parish. She and her husband Don came to St. Thomas’s in November of 2015, moving to this area to be near their 
daughter Amy Sheehan and her family. Denise spends summers in Falmouth, MA, where she and her husband are 
on the board of The Carousel of Light. Denise coordinates Sunday School at St. Thomas’s and has recently become 
a lay preacher.  The Diocese (ECCT) provides support and training for lay people who are interested in preaching! 
Don and Denise have four daughters and seven grandchildren. 

 

Summer Worship 

During our leadership transition, we will have a combination of lay-led worship and services led by supply 
clergy.  Please join us!  

July 16             Morning Prayer led by Denise Terry (w/ sermon)  

July 23             Morning Prayer led by Madeleine Anderson (w/ sermon)  

July 30             Eucharist with Rev. Carolyn Sharp preaching and presiding   

August 6          Morning Prayer led by Jennifer Herdt (w/ sermon)  

August 13        Eucharist with Rev. Julie Kelsey preaching and presiding   

August 20        Eucharist with Rev. Carolyn Sharp preaching and presiding   

August 27        Morning Prayer led by Sheldon Campbell (w/ sermon)  

 

Updated COVID-19 pandemic response policies are in place. Face masks are no longer required for the 
congregation or choir but are required in the Vesting Room and Sacristy. Communion wine will be offered during 
communion, but you may receive only by sipping from the common cup; YOU MAY NOT INTINCT.  

Donating Clothing for Loaves and Fishes. Our support for the clothing ministry is ongoing. Please be thoughtful 
in your selection of items. Current specific requests include: men’s/women’s jeans; men’s short-sleeved shirts, 
sweaters, jackets, shoes, new socks; spring and summer clothing. Bring donations to St. Thomas's (leave them in the 
tub at the Whitney Ave. entrance) or to Loaves and Fishes (Thurs-Sat, 9-11 a.m., in the driveway at 57 Olive St.). 

Thursday Night Study Group, 7:30 p.m., on Zoom. The Thursday Night Study Group is now on hiatus for the 
summer. Check back in August for fall plans.  

Coffee Hour Hosting Sign-Up Link. You are invited to consider hosting coffee hour at St. Thomas's following 
Sunday worship. Visit this link to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4AACAD2CABFE3-
coffee. Please contact Julie Kelly with any questions. Thank you for contributing to our time of fellowship!  

The Connecticut Gay Men's Chorus: Bingomania. The CTGMC hosts a monthly fundraiser, Bingomania, at the 
Annex Club, 554 Woodward Avenue, New Haven. The next date is Saturday, August 19, and the theme is 
Discomania. Play bingo and win cash prizes with host Kiki Lucia. Doors open at 6 p.m. and games start at 7 
p.m. Admission is $25. Visit www.ctgmc.org for more information about upcoming events. 
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Serving Today 
Officiant and Preacher: Denise Terry 
Music Director: Dr. Noah Horn 
Lector: Claire Scully 
Ushers: Claire Scully, Gary Robison 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Max Ballardo & Trudi Schultz 
 

Leadership at St. Thomas’s  

Church Vestry 
Jennifer Herdt (Senior Warden) 
Linda Meyer (Junior Warden) 
Bill English (Treasurer)  
Denise Terry (Clerk) 
Madeleine Anderson 
Max Ballardo 
Claire Scully 

This Week’s Prayer Intentions 
Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially: 
the people of Ukraine 
 
Pray for those who have died. 
 
In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of  
Prayer, pray for:  
St. Paul’s, Riverside; St. Andrew the Apostle, Rocky 
Hill; Christ Church, Roxbury; Wardens, treasurers, 
clerks, and all vestry members; elected delegates 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of  Prayer, pray for:  
The Anglican Church of Canada 
 
In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle, pray for:  
Djibouti, Somalia
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