ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR A
Liturgy of the Word
May 24, 2020

10 A.M.

Domine Deus

INTROIT
Domine Deus Rex coelestis
Deus Pater omnipotens.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father.

Words: Gloria from the Mass Ordinary

Music: Antonio Vivaldi (1678–1741), Gloria, RV 589, c1715

The invitation to worship is sounded with the ringing of the bells.
HYMN

Crown him with many crowns (494, The Hymnal 1982)
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OPENING ACCLAMATION, SALUTATION, & COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:

Alleluia. Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph
to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
ACTS 1:6-14

THE FIRST LESSON

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said,
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“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son
of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 68:1-10,33-36 (Sung by soloists from the Choir)

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *
let those who hate him flee before him.
2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; *
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; *
let them also be merry and joyful.
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens; *
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him!
5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, *
God in his holy habitation!
6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; *
but the rebels shall live in dry places.
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, *
when you marched through the wilderness,
8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; *
you refreshed the land when it was weary.
10 Your people found their home in it; *
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; *
sing praises to the Lord.
34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; *
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.
35 Ascribe power to God; *
his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies.
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36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! *
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people!
Blessed be God!
1 PETER 4:12-14, 5:6-11

THE SECOND LESSON

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing
Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is
revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves,
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone
to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in
all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and
ever. Amen.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN

See the Conqueror mounts in triumph (215, The Hymnal 1982)
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JOHN 17:1-11

THE GOSPEL

Presider:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that
the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal
life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing
the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.
”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given
to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they
have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of
the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”
Presider:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
THE NICENE CREED

Presider and People
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
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true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptisim for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Presider
Our Savior is resurrected from the dead, bringing renewal to Christians around the globe.
With joyful gratitude, we pray for the church and for the world.
Intercessor and People
We pray for the church universal: guide the ministers of your Word as they honor the
traditions of the past, tend the cares of the present, and build the communities of the
future. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of the world: plant wisdom and compassion in their hearts, and
teach them to sow seeds of righteousness and mercy. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for this wondrous creation: continue to reveal its bountiful complexity and fragile
beauty, and inspire us to safeguard these gifts for all posterity. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for your human family: take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through
our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth. Risen Christ, hear our
prayer.
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We pray for this holy gathering of the faithful: strengthen us to continue in the way of the
apostles, proclaim the Good News of God in Christ, seek and serve Christ in all persons,
and strive for justice and peace among all people. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for those in any need or trouble: feed the hungry, tend the sick, relieve the weary,
bless the dying, and soothe the suffering. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for those most affected by the coronavirus crisis, including: health care workers
and first responders; farmers, transporters, and grocers; students and teachers; those who
are unemployed; those who in the best of times live at the margins of our communities;
and the politicians who make decisions on our behalf. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who have died: give them Christ’s triumph over death, and bring them
into your perpetual light. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for the concerns that we now lift toward you in the stillness of our hearts. [Silence is
kept.]
Presider
Risen Christ, hear the prayers offered by these your gathered people; instill in our hearts the
assurance of your resurrected life, that we may follow your Way in faith, hope, joy, and
love; in the name of the one Holy and undivided Trinity. Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Your ongoing financial support of St. Thomas’s Church is especially appreciated at this time. To give online
with a debit or credit card, go to the Home page of the Church website (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and
click GIVE NOW. If you are viewing this document electronically, you can simply CLICK HERE.
Know also that the Church office is able to process checks that have been mailed. Thank you!
Alleluia! sing to Jesus! (460, The Hymnal 1982)
Verses 1 through 3

OFFERTORY HYMN

7

8

THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

A PRAYER OF COMMUNION

Presider and People
Almighty God, you promised through our Lord Jesus Christ that where two or three
are gathered together in his name, you will be in the midst of them. We ask you to
be in the midst of us now, though we are far apart, and to bind us to one another,
and to you, through the power of your Holy Spirit. Just as you, Father, are in the
Son, and he in you, so may we also be in you, and Christ in us, through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the
journey with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind. The blessing of God
Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
Presider:
People:

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
Invention no. 8 in F major

VOLUNTARY

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750), BWV 779

After the Voluntary, you are invited to stay online for virtual Coffee Hour.

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved.

9

Ser ving Today

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Presider: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Preacher: Robert Laughton
Musician: Dr. Noah Horn
Lectors: Bill English, Jesse Stricklan
Intercessor: Claire Scully

Church Officers and Vestry
Kyle Holton (Senior Warden)
Denise Terry (Junior Warden)
Ricardo Chavira (Treasurer)
Linda Meyer (Clerk)
Greg D’Andrea
Bill English
Chris Martinez
Alexandria Robison
Catherine Stricklan
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Rector)

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially:
all who are affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
especially those who work in healthcare and those
who have lost their livelihood

Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests
The Rev. Canon K. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan

Pray for those who have died.
In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of
Prayer, pray for:
St. Paul & St. James, New Haven; St. Thomas’s, New
Haven; Trinity, New Haven; St. James, New London;
Environmental ministry networks, eco-justice work;
community gardens

Day School Board of Trustees
Gina Panza (Head of School)
The Rev. Keri Aubert (President, Day School Corp.)
Gina Criscuolo (Chair)
John Forrest (Vice-Chair)
Tracey Meares (Treasurer)
Eileen O’Donnell (Secretary)
Alexander Babbidge
Christopher Cavallaro Don Edwards
William English
Jeralyn Fantarella
Kenneth Paul
Tony Reyes
Kathryn Crabb Scherer Denise Terry
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
Pray for all members of the Anglican Communion
around the world, especially for the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Most Rev. Justin Welby, and all
primates and bishops
In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical
Prayer Cycle, pray for:
Angola, Mozambique

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org
Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org

10

