ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY, YEAR A
Liturgy of the Word
November 1, 2020

10 A.M.

Requiem aeternam

INTROIT
Requiem aeternam dona eis Domine
et lux perpetua luceat eis
te decet hymnus Deus in Sion
et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem
exaudi orationem meam
ad te omnis caro veniet.

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
A hymn befits thee, O God in Zion,
and to thee shall be fulfilled a vow in Jerusalem.
Hear my prayer,
for unto thee all flesh shall come.

Words: Introit from the Requiem Mass

Music: Maurice Duruflé (1902–1986), Requiem, Op. 9, 1947

The invitation to worship is sounded with the ringing of the bells.
For all the saints (287, The Hymnal 1982)

HYMN
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the
mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints
in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have
prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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REVELATION 7:9-17

THE FIRST LESSON

After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a
loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the
angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to
me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
“For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
John Goss

PSALM 34:1-10,22

1 I will bless the LORD at all times; *
his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
2 I will glory in the LORD; *
let the humble hear and rejoice.
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; *
let us exalt his Name together.
4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me *
and delivered me out of all my terror.
5 Look upon him and be radiant, *
and let not your faces be ashamed.
6 I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me *
and saved me from all my troubles.
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7 The angel of the LORD encompasses those who fear him, *
and he will deliver them.
8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; *
happy are they who trust in him!
9 Fear the LORD, you that are his saints, *
for those who fear him lack nothing.
10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, *
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good.
22 The LORD ransoms the life of his servants, *
and none will be punished who trust in him.
1 JOHN 3:1-3

THE SECOND LESSON

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved,
we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is
this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have
this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(18, My Heart Sings Out)

GOSPEL ALLELUIA
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Cantor:

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden: and I will give you rest.

The People sing the Gospel Alleluia again.
MATTHEW 5:1-12

THE GOSPEL

Presider:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Presider:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS

Presider
Dear People of God: In Holy Baptism we have become part of that great fellowship of
believers in all times and places: the Communion of Saints. In baptism God has adopted us
as children and made us members of Christ’s body and inheritors of God’s kingdom with
the saints in light. Let us know renew the vows of our baptism by which God had made us
a holy people.
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Presider:
People:

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Presider:
People:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven.
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider:
People:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Presider:

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People:
Presider:
People:

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider:
People:

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider:

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and
integrity of all creation?
I will, with God’s help.
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Presider
May almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by
water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Intercessor and People
The season of harvest is a tangible demonstration of God’s abundant generosity. In
gratitude for the multitude of gifts that we have received, let us seek God’s blessings for the
church and for the world.
Bless Christ’s holy church. Help those who minister in Jesus’s name follow the path of true
discipleship. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless the leaders of nations around the world, and especially the elected leaders of this
nation. Help them to be steadfast in the pursuit of peace. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless all who advocate for systemic change, especially those addressing issues of racial
justice. Help heal our nation’s wounds as it learns to uphold all people. Gracious God, hear
our prayer.
Bless the fruits of the earth. Help humans steward your creation for the generations to
come. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless us with gifts for ministry and discernment to recognize them. Help us to offer those
gifts as blessings to others. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Bless the hungry, the homeless, and the sick. Help them to be strong, and help us to be
compassionate. Gracious God, hear our prayer.
On this All Saints’ Sunday, we pray for all dearly departed, especially those whose legacy
lives on in this community of holy people. [The Presider recites the names of the dearly departed.]
Hold the living and the dead in the communion of all your saints. Gracious God, hear our
prayer.
Bless the prayerful intentions that we now offer before you, either silently or aloud. [You
may unmute yourself to offer a prayer intention.]
Presider
Gracious God, humbly and confidently we turn to you, the source of all blessings; hear our
prayers, offered through your redeeming Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Your ongoing financial support of St. Thomas’s Church is especially appreciated at this time. To give online
with a debit or credit card, go to the Home page of the Church website (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and
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click GIVE NOW. If you are viewing this document electronically, you can simply CLICK HERE.
Know also that the Church office is able to process checks that have been mailed. Thank you!
OFFERTORY HYMN

Ye watchers and ye holy ones (618, The Hymnal 1982)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

A PRAYER OF COMMUNION

Presider and People
Almighty God, you promised through our Lord Jesus Christ that where two or three
are gathered together in his name, you will be in the midst of them. We ask you to
be in the midst of us now, though we are far apart, and to bind us to one another,
and to you, through the power of your Holy Spirit. Just as you, Father, are in the
Son, and he in you, so may we also be in you, and Christ in us, through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
“VOTE FAITHFULLY” PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
[The Rev. Shannon Kelly, Director Department of Faith Formation, The Episcopal Church]

Presider
Recognizing election day on Tuesday, today we offer these additional prayers.
Intercessor and People
Loving God, creator of this world who is the source of our wisdom and understanding,
watch over this nation during this time of election. Help us to see how our faith informs
our principles and actions. God, our creator, Guide us in truth and love.
We give thanks for the right to vote. Help us to hold this privilege and responsibility with
the care and awareness it merits, realizing that our vote matters and that it is an act of faith.
God, our creator, Guide us in truth and love.
Guide us through this election as a nation, state, and community as we vote for people to
do work on our behalf and on the behalf of our communities. Help us to vote for people
and ballot initiatives that will better our community and our world so it may reflect the
values Christ taught us. God, our creator, Guide us in truth and love.
Help us create communities that will build your kingdom here on earth—communities that
will protect the poor, stand up for the vulnerable, advocate for those who are not seen and
heard, and listen to everyone’s voice. God, our creator, Guide us in truth and love.
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We pray for this nation that is deeply divided. May we come together for the common
good and do as you have called us to do—to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with
you through creation. God, our creator, Guide us in truth and love.
Help us act out of love, mercy and justice rather than out of arrogance or fear. God, our
creator, Guide us in truth and love.
Lord, continue to guide us as we work for the welfare of this world. We pray for places that
are torn by violence, that they may know peace. God, our creator, Guide us in truth and
love.
We pray for communities who are struggling with inequality, unrest, and fear. May we all
work toward reconciliation with one another and with God. God, our creator, Guide us in
truth and love.
Help us to listen in love, work together in peace, and collaborate with one another as we
seek the betterment of our community and world. God, our creator, Guide us in truth
and love.
Presider
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, and
especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble,
suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in
justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. [Collect for Social Justice, 1979 BCP]
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

Presider
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.
Presider:
People:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Come unto him, all ye that labor

ANTHEM
Come unto him, all ye that labor,
come unto him, that are heavy laden,
and he will give you rest.

Take his yoke upon you, and learn of him;
for he is meek and lowly of heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

Words: Matthew 11:28-29

Music: George Frideric Handel (1685–1759), Messiah, 1742

After the Anthem, you are invited to stay online for virtual Coffee Hour. Please see the Parish Enews for
the latest announcements and information.
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Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved.

Announcements
Stay in touch! Subscribe to the Weekly Parish Enews and “like” St. Thomas’s on Facebook.
Regarding last Sunday... THANK YOU, presider Kyle Holton and preacher Jesse Stricklan!
Today, November 1, 4 p.m.: National Cathedral Hosts Interfaith Prayer Service. [Episcopal News Service] As
the United States struggles through a time of turbulence and tension, Washington National Cathedral will host a
national interfaith prayer service featuring Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and other spiritual leaders. The service,
titled “Holding Onto Hope: A national service for healing and wholeness,” will be livestreamed on The Episcopal
Church’s Facebook page in English and Spanish from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Eastern time. Curry will offer “wisdom and
encouragement,” along with the Rev. James Martin, a Jesuit priest, and Valarie Kaur, a Sikh filmmaker and speaker.

Ser ving Today

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Musician: Dr. Noah Horn
Lectors: Catherine Stricklan, Bob Herdt
Intercessors: Jocelyn Tidwell, Wesleigh Anderson

Church Vestry
Kyle Holton (Senior Warden)
Denise Terry (Junior Warden)
Ricardo Chavira (Treasurer)
Linda Meyer (Clerk)
Greg D’Andrea
Bill English
Chris Martinez
Alexandria Robison
Catherine Stricklan
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Rector)

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially:
all who are affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
especially those who work in healthcare and those
who have lost their livelihood
Pray for those who have died.

Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests
The Rev. Canon K. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan

In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of
Prayer, pray for:
Holy Spirit, West Haven; St. Paul’s, Westbrook;
Emmanuel, Weston; Clergy peer groups and the
Clergy Family Assistance Program

Day School Board of Trustees
Gina Criscuolo (Chair)
John Forrest (Vice-Chair)
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos (Treasurer)
Eileen O’Donnell (Secretary)
Alexander Babbidge
Christopher Cavallaro
William English
Jeralyn Fantarella
Linda Meyer
Kenneth Paul
Denise Terry (Parish Junior Warden
The Rev. Keri Aubert (President, Day School Corp.)
Gina Panza (Head of School)

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
the Church of the Province of West Africa
In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical
Prayer Cycle, pray for:
Oceania: American Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, French
Polynesia (Maohi Nui), Kanaky, Kiribati, Marshall
Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New
Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu,
Vanuatu

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org
Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org
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