ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

CHRISTMAS EVE
Service of Holy Eucharist
December 24, 2018

10 P.M.

If you are new or visiting …
To follow along with the service all you need is this service bulletin.
Families with small children: Three seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the areas in front of the two
front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. Your device will
open a web browser and St. Thomas’s website. Sunday bulletins are posted on the website’s Bulletin Archive. We aim
to reduce printing by encouraging worshippers to use their smart devices to follow the order of service.
Restrooms for men and women are located on the second floor. Go through the red double doors at the front of
the church, up the stairs to the left, and to the far end of the hallway. An all-gender restroom (with baby
changing table) in the Vesting Room, located opposite the red double doors at the front of the church.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Baptism is not required; church membership is not required.
Gluten-free bread is available at each communion station; non-alcoholic wine is available from the chalice bearer
at the center. Any difference will be explained during the announcements.
To receive Holy Communion hold out your hands, and the server will place bread in them. If you wish to receive
wine, please sip it from the common cup, using both hands to guide the chalice to your lips.
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ORGAN MUSIC BEFORE THE SERVICE (9:30 P.M.)

Dr. Noah Horn, Director of Music and Organist
Matthias Weckmann (c1616–1674)

Magnificat secundi toni

Johannes Brahms (1833–1897)

Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen, Op. 122, No. 8

Camille Saint-Saëns (1835–1921)

Prélude et fugue in B major, Op. 99, No. 2

Olivier Messiaen (1908–1992)

Les enfants de Dieu

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

In dulci jubilo, BWV 608
Riu, riu, chiu

INTROIT (sung by the choir)

Riu riu chiu, la guarda ribera;
Dios guardo el lobo de nuestra cordera,
Dios guardo el lobo de neustra cordera.

Riu, riu, chiu (call of the nightingale)
The river bank protects it,
As God kept the wolf from our lamb.

1. El lobo rabioso la quiso morder,
Mas Dios poderoso la supo defender;
Quisola hazer que no pudiese pecar,
Ni aun original esta Virgen no tuviera.

1. The rabid wolf tried to bite her,
But God Almighty knew how to defend her;
He wished to create her impervious to sin,
Nor was this maid to embody original sin.

2. Este qu'es nacido es el gran monarca,
Christo patriarca, de carne vestido;
hanos redimido con se hacer chiquito,
a un qu'era infinito, finito se hiziera.

2. He who's now begotten is our mighty Monarch,
Christ, our Holy Father, in human flesh embodied;
He has brought atonement by being born so humble,
Though He is immortal, as mortal was created.

3. Muchas profecias lo han profetizado,
Ya un nuestros dias lo hemos al consado
Adios humanado vemos en el suelo,
Yal hombre nelcielo porquel le quistera.

3. Many prophecies told of his coming,
And now in our days have we seen them fulfilled.
God became man, on earth we behold him,
And see man in heaven because he so willed.

4. Yo vi mil garzones que andaban
cantando,
por aquí volando, haciendo mil sones,
diciendo a gascones: "Gloria sea en el cielo
y paz en el suelo", pues de sus nasciera.

4. A thousand singing angels I saw passing,
Flying overhead, sounding a thousand voices,
Exulting, "Glory be in the heavens,
And peace on Earth,
for Jesus has been born."

Words: Anonymous 16th-century Spanish; Music: Mateo Flecha el Viejo (c1481-c1553)

At the ringing of the bell, please stand.
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Hymn 83: O come, all ye faithful, The Hymnal 1982
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The presider says the following while the Advent and Christmas candles are lit.

Glory to you, Giver of all good gifts! We offer you glad thanks and praise for every blessing
from your love, and especially for the best gift of yourself in the child Jesus. Amen.
SONG OF PRAISE

Hymn 87: Hark! the herald angels sing, The Hymnal 1982
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in
glory everlasting. Amen.
All are seated.

ISAIAH 62:6-12

THE FIRST LESSON

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels;
all day and all night
they shall never be silent.
You who remind the LORD,
take no rest,
and give him no rest
until he establishes Jerusalem
and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
The LORD has sworn by his right hand
and by his mighty arm:
I will not again give your grain
to be food for your enemies,
and foreigners shall not drink the wine
for which you have labored;
but those who garner it shall eat it
and praise the LORD,
and those who gather it shall drink it
in my holy courts.
Go through, go through the gates,
prepare the way for the people;
build up, build up the highway,
clear it of stones,
lift up an ensign over the peoples.
The LORD has proclaimed
to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion,
“See, your salvation comes;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.”
They shall be called, “The Holy People,
The Redeemed of the LORD”;
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and you shall be called, “Sought Out,
A City Not Forsaken.”
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 97 (sung by the choir)

1 The LORD is King; let the earth rejoice; *
let the multitude of the isles be glad.
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, *
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne.
3 A fire goes before him *
and burns up his enemies on every side.
4 His lightnings light up the world; *
the earth sees it and is afraid.
5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, *
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.
6 The heavens declare his righteousness, *
and all the peoples see his glory.
7 Confounded be all who worship carved images
and delight in false gods! *
Bow down before him, all you gods.
8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments, O LORD.
9 For you are the LORD,
most high over all the earth; *
you are exalted far above all gods.
10 The LORD loves those who hate evil; *
he preserves the lives of his saints
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, *
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.
12 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, *
and give thanks to his holy Name.
TITUS 3:4-7

THE SECOND LESSON

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy,
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

All stand.
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SEQUENCE HYMN

Hymn 81: Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming, The Hymnal 1982

LUKE 2:1-20

THE GOSPEL

Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
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in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see— I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
All stand.

THE NICENE CREED

Presider and People
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven: was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Deacon
In the stillness of this holy season of Christmas, let us pray to God, saying, “God of love,
hear our prayer.”
Intercessor and People
Christians around the world are celebrating the birth of your son, Jesus. Unite us in faith,
that we may shine with one light, and scatter all darkness. God of love, hear our prayer.
You pierced the cosmic silence with the utterance of your Word made flesh. Inspire leaders
everywhere with your message of compassion and reconciliation. God of love, hear our
prayer.
By joining heaven and earth in your son, you affirmed the holiness of our earthly
habitation. Encourage all people to bless it, and to keep it a hallowed home for all its
occupants. God of love, hear our prayer.
The Messiah is born, and promise is born anew. Renew our hope, individually and as a
community, and strengthen the bonds we share with others, both within and beyond these
walls. God of love, hear our prayer.
Shepherds heard and conveyed your angel’s good news of great joy. Give us grace to
understand and share your gospel of love. God of love, hear our prayer.
Multitudes of heavenly host proclaimed glory to you and peace on earth. Kindle in our
hearts the courage and strength to work for justice and liberation. God of love, hear our
prayer.
Jesus came to us as a baby cradled in a borrowed bed of straw, because there was no room
at the inn. Open our eyes and hearts to the needs of the homeless and the hungry. God of
love, hear our prayer.
You sent Jesus to illuminate all who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. Tend the
embers of comfort and healing for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. God of love,
hear our prayer.
By making Jesus incarnate in the world, you offered to all people the blessing of holiness.
Lend your glory to those who have died, and at the last day gather us all in your eternal life.
God of love, hear our prayer.
Hear the concerns and gratitude of your people here gathered, offered silently or aloud.
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Presider
God of love, the feast of Christmas reminds us that you are with us at all times and in all
places; hear our prayer, and send your Holy Spirit to guide us more certainly upon the way
of your Holy Child, Jesus the Christ. Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another with a sign of peace, and then are seated for brief announcements. After the announcements, the
People remain seated for the Offertory Anthem, during which the collection is taken.

The Sussex Carol

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

On Christmas night all Christians sing
To hear the news the angels bring.
News of great joy news of great mirth
News of our merciful King's birth.

When sin departs before his grace
Then life and health come in its place.
Angels and men with joy may sing
All for to see the new born King.

Then why should men on earth be so sad
Since our Redeemer made us glad.
When from our sin he set us free
All for to gain our liberty?

All out of darkness we have light
Which made the angels sing this night.
Glory to God and peace to men
Now and for evermore. Amen!

Words: Anonymous, possibly 17th century; Music: David Willcocks (1919–2015)

During the singing of the Offertory Hymn, the People stand, the Ushers carry the gifts forward, and the altar
is prepared. Our usual practice is for the People to encircle the altar for the Eucharistic prayer, but for this service we ask
you to remain in the pews.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Hymn 105: God rest you merry, gentlemen, The Hymnal 1982
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

Presider
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power
of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so
that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your
children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
S-130, The Hymnal 1982

SANCTUS
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Presider
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
Presider
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with [_____ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

S-164, The Hymnal 1982

FRACTION ANTHEM

Presider:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Baptism is not

required; church membership is not required. At the usher’s direction, please proceed up the center aisle to the most
conveniently located station to receive communion, and then return to your seat via a side aisle. Gluten-free bread is
available at each station; non-alcoholic wine is available from the chalice bearer at the center. To receive a blessing
instead of communion, approach the priest with your arms crossed over your chest.
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In the bleak midwinter

COMMUNION ANTHEM

In the bleak midwinter
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter
Long ago.

Enough for Him, whom cherubim
Worship night and day,
A breast full of milk
And a manger full of hay;
Enough for Him, whom angels
Fall down before,
The ox and ass and camel
Which adore.

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him,
Nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign;
In the bleak midwinter
A stable place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty,
Jesus Christ.

What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb,
If I were a wise man
I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give Him,
Give my heart.
Words: Christina Rossetti (1830–1894); Music: Harold Darke (1888–1976)

COMMUNION HYMNS

Hymn 102: Once in royal David's city, The Hymnal 1982
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The acolytes will begin lighting the handheld candles. Please share the flame with your neighbors. When all handheld candles
are lit, the electric lights will be dimmed, and the congregation will remain seated to sing “Silent night, holy night.”
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After all have received communion, the people remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider:

Let us pray.

Presider and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.
Amen.
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with
joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give
you his peace and favor. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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FINAL HYMN

Hymn 100: Joy to the world!, The Hymnal 1982
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DISMISSAL

Deacon:
People:

[The Deacon dismisses the People.] [Alleluia, Alleluia!]
Thanks be to God. [Alleluia, Alleluia!]
In dulci jubilo, BWV 729

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved.

Christmas flower offerings were made by:
Jami Carlacio
Don & Sally Edwards
Jakki Flanagan & Keri Aubert, in memory of Mary Ann & Patrick Flanagan and Joe Aubert
The Hagens/Herdt family, in memory of Hilde Hagens
James Mansfield, in memory of Sharon Mansfield, Leon Brunelle,
Roy Graham, Sally Lawson, Kenneth & Caroline Mansfield
Joann Sweasy, in memory of Josephine Zynel
Don & Denise Terry, in memory of Thomas V. Farrell
During this Christmas season, we give thanks to the St. Thomas’s Choir and Choristers:
(section leaders are marked with an asterisk)
Soprano
Alexandria Robison
Audrey Dunlap
Carolyn Brunelle
Genevieve Nuttall
Isabel Dunlap
Jennifer A. Herdt
Kathryn Crabb Scherer
Linda Meyer
* Maggie Lieberman
Rebecca Stoll
* Sherezade Panthaki

Alto
Anne Harrison
Constance T. Cahill
Cora Marieke Hagens
Erika V. Nemeti
* Evanna Lai
Sarah Insley-Say

Tenor
Alexander Scherer
Chandler H Riker
Dawn Lorentson
Mark Branch
* Paul Berry

Bass
* Andrew Hon
Daniel Harrison
Emerson Katz-Justice
Fred Imbimbo
Gabriel Simerson
Harrison Buck
Sam Brock

Chorister
Adam Hagens
Audrey Dunlap
Madison Thompson
Cora Marieke Hagens
Isabel Dunlap
Ryan Nemeti

A very MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a BLESSED NEW YEAR to all!
We look forward to seeing you in 2019!
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Ser ving Tonight

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Presider and Preacher: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Deacon: The Rev. April Alford-Harkey
Assisting Clergy: The Rev. Marie Alford-Harkey, the
Rev. Jakki Flanagan
Conductor & Organist: Dr. Noah Horn
Eucharistic Minister: Michael Dunlap
Crucifer: Ricardo Chavira
Torchbearers: Morgan Flanagan-Folcarelli, Sara
Misgen
Lectors: Sally Edwards, Jennifer Herdt
Intercessor: Don Edwards
Usher: Drew McDermott
Flowers and Decorations: Sally Edwards, Judy
Thompson

Church Officers and Vestry
Joann Sweasy (Senior Warden)
Don Edwards (Junior Warden)
Diana Empsall (Treasurer)
Martha Deeds Hogan (Clerk)
Anne Harrison (Assistant Treasurer)
Constance Cahill
Daniel Harrison
Dawn Lorentson
Chris Martinez
Jennifer Regan
Alexandria Robison
Kate Schilling
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Priest-in-Charge)

Announcements

Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests
The Rev. Canon K. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan

Stay in touch! Subscribe to the Weekly Parish
Enews and “like” St. Thomas’s on Facebook.

Church Ministry Coordinator
Dr. Dorothy Asch—Volunteer Lay Assistant

Christmas Office Closing. The church office will be
closed Friday, December 21, through Monday,
January 1.

Day School Board of Trustees
Gina Panza—Head of School
The Rev. Keri Aubert—President, Day School Corp.
Gina Criscuolo (Chair)
Frank Chang (Vice-Chair)
Tracey Meares (Treasurer)
Jeralyn Fantarella (Secretary)
John Forrest
Alex Babbidge
Don Edwards
Jonathan Macey
Eileen O’Donnell
Kenneth Paul
Kathryn Crabb Scherer
Denise Terry
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos

Save the Date: Next Parish Social: Friday,
January 5, 6 p.m. Come for a festive Three Kings
celebration!
2019 Pledges are still being accepted! If you’ve
already turned in yours, thank you!
THANK YOU to all who make possible our
Christmas worship: acolytes, sacristans, and
ushers; lectors and intercessors; all involved with
the Pageant; the Choir; the Church decorators;
and the Church staff.
For more information and announcements, see
our website and last week’s Weekly Parish
Enews.
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