ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
EASTER DAY
Service of Holy Eucharist
April 21, 2019

10 A.M.

If you are new or visiting …
Welcome! After the service, please come to Coffee Hour (in the Lounge on the 2nd floor) for food and fellowship.
Though other churches make the claim, ours really is the Best Coffee Hour in Connecticut. Please consider filling
out a blue visitor information card (located in the pew rack). You can use the form to request a nametag, and next
Sunday it will be waiting for you on the table just inside the main church entrance.
To follow along with the service all you need is this service bulletin.
Families with small children: Three seating areas at the front of the church are reserved for families with small
children: the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the areas in front of the two
front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver.
Education for All Ages takes place from 9 to 9:45 A.M. on most Sundays during the academic year.
Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. Your device will
open a web browser and St. Thomas’s website. Sunday bulletins are posted on the website’s Bulletin Archive. We aim
to reduce printing by encouraging worshippers to use their smart devices to follow the order of service.
Restrooms for men and women are located on the second floor. Go through the red double doors at the front of
the church, up the stairs to the left, and to the far end of the hallway. An all-gender restroom (with baby
changing table) is in the Vesting Room, located opposite the red double doors at the front of the church.
All are invited to receive Holy Communion. Baptism is not required; church membership is not required.
Gluten-free bread is available at each communion station; non-alcoholic wine is available from the chalice bearer
at the center. Any difference will be explained during the announcements.
To receive Holy Communion hold out your hands, and the server will place bread in them. If you wish to receive
wine, please sip it from the common cup, using both hands to guide the chalice to your lips.

ABOUT TODAY’S LITURGY
Easter is the feast of Christ's resurrection. According to Bede, an eighth-century English monk, the word
derives from the Anglo-Saxon spring goddess Eostre. Christians in England applied the word to the
principal festival of the church year, both day and season. Easter Day is the annual feast of the
resurrection, the pascha or Christian Passover, and the eighth day of cosmic creation. Faith in Jesus’
resurrection on the Sunday or third day following his crucifixion is at the heart of Christian belief. Easter
sets the experience of springtime next to the ancient stories of deliverance and the proclamation of the
risen Christ. In the west, Easter occurs on the first Sunday after the full moon on or after the vernal
equinox. The Eastern Orthodox Church celebrates Easter on the first Sunday after the Jewish pesach or
Passover (which follows the spring full moon). The Easter Season lasts fifty days, from Easter Eve through
the Day of Pentecost.
from An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church

I know that my Redeemer liveth

INTROIT
I know that my Redeemer liveth
and that He shall stand
at the latter day upon the earth.

And though worms destroy this body,
yet in my flesh shall I see God.
For now is Christ risen from the dead,
the first fruits of them that sleep.

Words: Job 19:25-26; 1 Corinthians 15:20

Music: George Frideric Handel (1685–1759), Messiah, 1742

Haec dies
Haec dies quam fecit Dominus
exultemus et laetemur in ea. Alleluia.

This is the day which the Lord hath made;
let us be glad and rejoice therein. Alleluia.
Words: Psalm 118:24

Music: William Byrd (c. 1540–1623), à 6

At the ringing of the bell, please stand.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Jesus Christ is risen today (207, The Hymnal 1982)
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OPENING ACCLAMATION & COLLECT FOR PURITY

Presider:
People:

Alleluia. Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Presider and People
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
During the singing of the Song of Praise, the people ring their bells in Paschal jubilation.

SONG OF PRAISE

The strife is o'er, the battle done (208, The Hymnal 1982)

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
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Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of
the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
All are seated.

ACTS 10:34-43

THE FIRST LESSON

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 (sung by the Choir)

1
2
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * his mercy endures for ever.
Let Israel now proclaim, * "His mercy endures for ever."
The Lord is my strength and my song, * and he has become my salvation.
There is a sound of exultation and victory * in the tents of the righteous:
"The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *
the right hand of the Lord is exalted! the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!"
I shall not die, but live, * and declare the works of the Lord.
The Lord has punished me sorely, * but he did not hand me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness; * I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.
"This is the gate of the Lord; * he who is righteous may enter."
I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * and have become my salvation.
The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord's doing, * and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted; * we will rejoice and be glad in it.
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1 CORINTHIANS 15:19-26

THE SECOND LESSON

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in
fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since
death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a
human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own
order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes
the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every
ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies
under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
All stand.

SEQUENCE HYMN

This joyful Eastertide (192, The Hymnal 1982)
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JOHN 20:1-18

THE GOSPEL

Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him."
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their
homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him." When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to
him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take
him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
"Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because
I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, `I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene
went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he
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had said these things to her.
Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

All are seated.

THE SERMON
After the Sermon, there follows a short period of silent reflection. Then, all stand.

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS

Presider
Through the Paschal Mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his
death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our
Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by
which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in
his holy Catholic Church.
Presider:
People:

Do your reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to
Jesus Christ?
I do.

Presider:
People:

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Presider:
People:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider:
People:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body.
and the life everlasting.
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Presider:
People:
Presider:

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People:

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider:
People:

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider:

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and
integrity of all creation?
I will, with God’s help.

Presider
May almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by
water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
The Presider blesses the water, first saying or singing

Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in
Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to
him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
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At the following words, the Presider touches the water

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The People are sprinkled with baptismal water, in the rite of “asperges.” During this time, the People sing the following.

Surrexit Christus

Words: Communauté de Taizé

Music: Jacques Berthier (1923–1994)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Deacon
Our Savior is resurrected from the dead, bringing renewal to Christians around the globe.
With joyful gratitude, we pray for the church and for the world, saying “Risen Christ, hear
our prayer.”
Intercessor and People
We pray for the church universal: guide the ministers of your Word as they honor the
traditions of the past, tend the cares of the present, and build the communities of the
future. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of the world: plant wisdom and compassion in their hearts, and
teach them to sow seeds of righteousness and mercy. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for this wondrous creation: continue to reveal its bountiful complexity and fragile
beauty, and inspire us to safeguard these gifts for all posterity. Risen Christ, hear our
prayer.

9

We pray for your human family: take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through
our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth. Risen Christ, hear our
prayer.
We pray for this holy gathering of the faithful: strengthen us to continue in the way of the
apostles, proclaim the Good News of God in Christ, seek and serve Christ in all persons,
and strive for justice and peace among all people. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for those in any need or trouble: feed the hungry, tend the sick, relieve the weary,
bless the dying, and soothe the suffering. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who have died: give them Christ’s triumph over death, and bring them
into your perpetual light. Risen Christ, hear our prayer.
We pray for all that we now name before you, either silently or aloud.
Presider
Risen Christ, hear the prayers offered by these your gathered people; instill in our hearts the
assurance of your resurrected life, that we may follow your Way in faith, hope, joy, and love;
in the name of the one Holy and undivided Trinity. Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People greet one another with a sign of peace, and then are seated for brief announcements. After the announcements, the
People remain seated for the Offertory Anthem, during which the collection is taken.

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Ye choirs of new Jerusalem,
your sweetest notes employ,
the Paschal victory to hymn
in strains of holy joy.
For Judah's Lion bursts his chains,
crushing the serpent's head;
and cries aloud through death's domains
to wake the imprisoned dead.
Devouring depths of hell their prey
at his command restore;
His ransomed hosts pursue their way
where Jesus goes before.

Triumphant in his glory now
to him all power is given;
to him in one communion bow
all saints in earth and heaven.
While we, his soldiers, praise our King,
His mercy we implore,
within his palace bright to bring
and keep us evermore.
All glory to the Father be,
all glory to the Son,
all glory, Holy Ghost, to thee,
while endless ages run.
Alleluia! Amen.

Words: Fulbert of Chartres (c. 952–1028)

Music: Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924)

During the singing of the Offertory Hymn, the Ushers carry the gifts forward. For this service, the People remain in their
places for the Holy Communion.
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Christ is alive! (182, The Hymnal 1982)

OFFERTORY HYMN

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D
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Presider
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and forever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of
angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your
presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every
creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:
S-125, The Hymnal 1982

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS

Presider
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for
salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to
be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us,
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and,
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand,
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this
bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
Presider and People
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
Presider
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs
and matriarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with
you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

S-154, The Hymnal 1982

FRACTION ANTHEM

Presider:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Please proceed to the most

conveniently located station to receive communion, and then return to your seat via a side aisle. Gluten-free bread is available
at any station. Non-alcoholic wine is available from the server at the center. To receive a blessing instead of communion,
approach the priest with your arms crossed over your chest.

A Song of Wisdom

COMMUNION ANTHEM
I came forth from the mouth of the Most High,
and covered the earth as a mist.
I dwelt in high places,
and my throne is in the pillar of the cloud.
Alone I compassed the circuit of heaven,
and walked in the depth of the abyss,
In the waves of the sea, and in all the earth,
and in every people and nation, I got a possession,
with all these I sought rest,
And I took root in a people that was glorified,
in the portion of the Lord's own inheritance.
I was exalted like a cedar in Libanus,
and as a cypress on the mountains of Hermon.

I was exalted like a palm tree on the sea shore,
and as a fair olive tree in the plain.
And my branches are branches of glory and grace,
and my flowers are the fruit of glory and riches.
Come unto me, ye that are desirous of me,
and be ye filled with my fruits.
And I came out as a stream from a river,
I said, I will water my garden
and will water abundantly my garden bed;
And lo, my stream became a river,
and my river became a sea.
For my thoughts are filled from the sea,
and my counsels from the great deep.

Words: Sirach 24:3-7,12-14,16-19,29-31
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Music: Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924)

COMMUNION HYMN

Christ Jesus lay in death's strong bands (186, The Hymnal 1982)
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After all have received communion, the People remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider:

Let us pray.

Presider and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE PASCHAL BLESSING

May almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life,
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever. Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you forever. Amen.
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He is risen! (180, The Hymnal 1982)

FINAL HYMN

DISMISSAL

Deacon:
People:

[The Deacon dismisses the People.] [Alleluia, Alleluia!]
Thanks be to God. [Alleluia, Alleluia!]
Toccata

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Charles-Marie Widor (1844–1937), Symphony No. 5, Op. 42, No. 1/5, 1887
Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved.
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