ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, CHRIST THE KING, YEAR A
Liturgy of the Word
November 22, 2020

10 A.M.

Sonata in C major

VOLUNTARY

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791), KV 545, 1788

The invitation to worship is sounded with the ringing of the bell.
Alleluia! sing to Jesus! (460, The Hymnal 1982)

HYMN
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Presider
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [Silence is kept.]
Presider and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
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that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved
Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth,
divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious
rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
EZEKIEL 34:11-16, 20-24

THE FIRST LESSON

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek
out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a
day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will
feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture;
there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie
down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy.
I will feed them with justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and
the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and
they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant
David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 100

1 Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; *
serve the LORD with gladness and come before his presence with a song.
2 Know this: The LORD himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
4 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
EPHESIANS 1:15-23

THE SECOND LESSON

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(18, My Heart Sings Out)

GOSPEL ALLELUIA

4

Cantor:

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away;
and a kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

The People sing the Gospel Alleluia again.
MATTHEW 25:31-46

THE GOSPEL

Presider:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those
at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and
you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed,
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison
and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’
Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”
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Presider:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH [The United Church of Canada]

Presider and People
We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our guide and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Intercessor and People
As the leaves fall and the days shorten, we remember the uncertainties of our age, and we
pray to God for the church and for the world.
Lend your wisdom to all Christians, and help all churches proclaim the Good News of your
justice and mercy. Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Lend your vision to those whose political and business decisions affect people around the
globe, and help them prioritize compassion, equity, and peace. Christ, have mercy; Lord,
have mercy.
Lend your strength to all who work to end marginalization and oppression, and help them
find joy in their labors. Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Lend your vision to the human stewards of the living Earth, and help them safeguard its
health for the future our children. Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
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Lend your gifts for ministry to all members of the St. Thomas’s community, and help us
serve and uphold one another and our neighbors. Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Lend your comfort to all who lack adequate food, employment, housing, or health care,
and help our nation understand how its abundant wealth might be more fairly shared.
Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Lend your holy light to all our loved ones who have died, and help us follow their pathway
to your eternal presence. Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Hear our prayers for those intercessions and thanksgivings that we now offer silently or
aloud. [You may unmute yourself to offer a prayer intention.]
Presider
God of rest and renewal, during this turn of the seasons, help us to remember that the
cycle of birth and death is the means by which you cultivate new life, and send the peace of
your assurance to all who seek and serve you, through Christ, in the Spirit of your blessed
Church. Amen.
THE PEACE

Presider:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Your ongoing financial support of St. Thomas’s Church is especially appreciated at this time. To give online
with a debit or credit card, go to the Home page of the Church website (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and
click GIVE NOW. If you are viewing this document electronically, you can simply CLICK HERE.
Know also that the Church office is able to process checks that have been mailed. Thank you!
OFFERTORY HYMN

Crown him with many crowns (494, The Hymnal 1982)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:
You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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A PRAYER OF COMMUNION

Presider and People
Almighty God, you promised through our Lord Jesus Christ that where two or three
are gathered together in his name, you will be in the midst of them. We ask you to
be in the midst of us now, though we are far apart, and to bind us to one another,
and to you, through the power of your Holy Spirit. Just as you, Father, are in the
Son, and he in you, so may we also be in you, and Christ in us, through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

Presider
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.
Presider:
People:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Soon and very soon

ANTHEM
Soon and very soon, we are goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the King!

No more cryin’ there, we are goin’ to see the King.
Hallelujah, we are goin’ to see the King!
Words and Music: Andraé Crouch (1942–2015), 1976

After the Anthem, you are invited to stay online for virtual Coffee Hour. Please see the Parish Enews for
the latest announcements and information.

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission.
Reprinted using ritesong, Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148. All rights reserved.

Announcements
Stay in touch! Subscribe to the Weekly Parish Enews and “like” St. Thomas’s on Facebook.
Happy Thanksgiving! Despite the challenges of the year, may you still find moments of peace and gratitude.
It’s Stewardship Season! If you haven’t seen it, please check out the Stewardship Special Edition Enews that went
out on Wednesday.
Advent begins next Sunday. Check the Enews for Advent resources. And look out for news about Lessons &
Carols and Christmas worship.
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Ser ving Today

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Keri Aubert
Musician: Dr. Noah Horn
Lectors: Max Ballardo, William English
Intercessor: Wesleigh Anderson

Church Vestry
Kyle Holton (Senior Warden)
Denise Terry (Junior Warden)
Ricardo Chavira (Treasurer)
Linda Meyer (Clerk)
Greg D’Andrea
Bill English
Chris Martinez
Alexandria Robison
Catherine Stricklan
The Rev. Keri Aubert (Rector)

This Week’s Prayer Intentions
Pray for those on our Parish prayer list:
Bonnie, Sally, Franklin
Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially:
all who are affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
especially those who work in healthcare and those
who have lost their livelihood

Church (Volunteer) Associate Priests
The Rev. Canon K. Dexter Cheney
The Rev. Jakki Flanagan

Pray for those who have died, especially:
the more than 250,000 Americans who have died of
COVID-19

Day School Board of Trustees
Gina Criscuolo (Chair)
John Forrest (Vice-Chair)
Heather Tookes Alexopoulos (Treasurer)
Eileen O’Donnell (Secretary)
Alexander Babbidge
Christopher Cavallaro
William English
Jeralyn Fantarella
Linda Meyer
Kenneth Paul
Denise Terry (Parish Junior Warden
The Rev. Keri Aubert (President, Day School Corp.)
Gina Panza (Head of School)

In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of
Prayer, pray for:
St. Paul’s, Woodbury; St. John the Evangelist,
Yalesville; Grace Church, Yantic; The health and
well-being of persons employed by The Episcopal
Church; the Presiding Bishop and the President of
the House of Deputies of The Episcopal Church.
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for:
the Church of Bermuda
In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical
Prayer Cycle, pray for:
Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511
Church: (203) 777-7623  www.stthomasnewhaven.org
Day School: (203) 776-2123  www.stthomasday.org
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