
 

ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
THE TRANSFIGURATION 

Service of  Morning Prayer 

August 6, 2023          10 A.M. 

 
 

Whether you are new or returning, WELCOME! 

To participate in worship today all you need is this bulletin. 

Face masks are optional. Our expectation is that everyone who can be has been vaccinated and boosted 
against COVID-19. Please be respectful of  those who continue to mask by observing social 
distancing. Know that there is no mechanical air exchange in the church portions of  the building. The 
Lounge has high efficiency air filters but no mechanical air exchange. 

All church spaces are accessible. Handicapped parking and a wheelchair ramp are located in back of  
the building; a lift for access to the second floor is located at the stairway. 

Restrooms are located on the second floor. Go through the double doors near the pulpit, upstairs to the 
second floor, and to the far end of  the hallway. A restroom with baby changing table is in the Vesting 
Room, located opposite the double doors near the pulpit. All restrooms are all-gender single-use. 

If  you are new, please consider filling out a blue information card (located in the pew rack). You can use 
it to request a nametag, and next Sunday it will be waiting on the table inside the main entrance. 

Three seating areas at the front of  the nave are reserved for families with small children: the area under 
the array of  paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the two areas in front of  the front pews (for 
children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a caregiver. 

Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. Your 
device will open a web browser and the St. Thomas’s website. Bulletins are posted in the website’s Bulletin 
Archive. To reduce printing, we encourage worshippers to use their smart devices to follow the service. 

 
 
St. Thomas’s Church is located on Eansketambawg (Quinnipiac) land. This acknowledgment 
compels us to pause: in gratitude for the Quinnipiac and other Algonquin-speaking stewards of the 
territory that is now Connecticut; in regret for Christianity’s participation in the colonization of the 
Americas; and in faith that God’s reconciling power will bring true healing to the Earth and all its 
inhabitants. 
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VOLUNTARY Fugue in E♭ major 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750), BWV 552 (1739) 

At the ringing of  the bell, please stand. 

HYMN Awake, my soul, and with the sun (11, The Hymnal 1982) 
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OPENING SENTENCE 

Officiant 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.     
Isaiah 49:6 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Officiant 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [Silence is kept.] 

Officiant and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

THE INVITATORY 

Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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JUBILATE  

Officiant and People 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
 serve the Lord with gladness 
 and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
 he himself has made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
 give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

All are seated. 

PSALM 99 

Sung to a Simple Tone by the People 
1  The LORD is King; 
    let the people tremble; * 
 he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
 let the earth shake. 
2  The LORD is great in Zion; * 
 he is high above all peoples. 
3  Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 
 he is the Holy One. 
4  “O mighty King, lover of justice, 
    you have established equity; * 
 you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.” 
5  Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
    and fall down before his footstool; * 
 he is the Holy One. 
6  Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
    and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 
 they called upon the LORD, and he answered them. 
7  He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 
 they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 
8  O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; * 
 you were a God who forgave them, 
 yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
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9  Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 
    and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
 for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 
    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 32:22-31 

The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with 
him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him 
on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he 
said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you 
bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man 
said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and 
with humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But 
he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the 
place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” The 
sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

All stand. 
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HYMN O Zion, tune thy voice (543, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

All are seated. 
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THE SECOND LESSON EXODUS 34:29-35 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two 
tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone 
because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the 
skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to 
them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke 
with them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all 
that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking 
with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak 
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the 
Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that 
the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he 
went in to speak with him. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

CANTICLE 11 The Third Song of  Isaiah 

Officiant and People 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
 and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
 deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise, * 
 and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light, * 
 and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will always be open; * 
 by day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
 The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
 ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
 and all your portals, Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
 by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
 and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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THE THIRD LESSON LUKE 9:28-36 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And 
while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling 
white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in 
glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed 
awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving 
him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. While he was 
saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered 
the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen 
to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in 
those days told no one any of the things they had seen.  

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

All stand. 
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HYMN Christ upon the mountain peak (129, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

All are seated. 

THE SERMON 

After the sermon, all remain seated for a period of  silence. Then all stand. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
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Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
People:  And grant us your salvation. 
Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
People: Let your people sing with joy. 
Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
People: For only in you can we live in safety. 
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth; 
People: Your saving health among all nations. 
Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
People: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Officiant 
(The Collect of the Day) O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your 
well-beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: Mercifully 
grant that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world, may by faith behold the 
King in his beauty; who with you, O Father, and you, O Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

(A Collect for the Renewal of Life) O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from 
the night and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong 
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, 
having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice 
to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(A Collect for Guidance) Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We 
humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking 
in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Officiant may add prayers of  intercession and thanksgiving. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Please remain in place while greeting your neighbors with a sign of  peace. You may then be seated for brief  
announcements. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Your financial support is sincerely appreciated. To give online, go to the Church website Home page 
(www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and click GIVE NOW. If  you are viewing this document electronically, 
simply CLICK HERE. Thank you! 

All stand. 
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HYMN O wondrous type! O vision fair (137, The Hymnal 1982) 
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DISMISSAL AND CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Officiant 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for 
ever and ever. Amen.     Ephesians 3:20,21 

You may be seated for the voluntary or exit the church. 

VOLUNTARY The Prince of  Denmark’s March 
Jeremiah Clarke 

Music is reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-740689, unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
For all the latest news and information, see last week’s edition of the Weekly Parish Enews. From the Parish 

website Home page (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), click Enews Archive for the latest edition or Enews (subscribe) to 
subscribe. 

Transition Update  
• The meeting with Amber Page Gehr, Diocesan Transition Officer, is tentatively scheduled in person 

for Sept. 24, following worship—stay tuned!   
• On August 6, we will launch a process of reflection and consultation that will enable us to articulate to 

candidates our identity and aspirations as a parish.  In order to broaden our planning for this process we 
invite anyone interested to stay for a conversation at coffee hour.  We will be holding other short meetings 
like this in August and September, and hope you will want to participate! 

• We have submitted information to the diocese which will enable a financial analysis and determination of 
what we can afford by way of clergy compensation.  

• We hope by early fall to begin advertising the position through diocesan channels.  The diocese will 
gather applications and pass them along to the Vestry, who will review applications and interview 
candidates.  While Bishop Jeff Mello must approve any offer that we make, the choice will be ours.  

• The position will initially be a time-limited Priest-in-Charge position, which can in due course be 
converted to a Rector position if both parties wish to proceed.  

• Feel free to reach out to any member of the Vestry with your questions and ideas. 
 

TODAY, August 6, Senior Warden Jennifer Herdt will be preaching and leading morning prayer.  Jennifer has been 
a member of St. Thomas's since moving to the area in 2010, together with husband Jan Hagens and children Cora 
and Adam (now both college students).  A longtime singer in the St. Thomas's choir and onetime Sunday School 
teacher, Jennifer is a member of the faculty at Yale Divinity School in the field of Christian Ethics.  In her free time, 
Jennifer enjoys hiking, running, and cooking..   
 
Summer Worship 

During our leadership transition, we will have a combination of lay-led worship and services led by supply 
clergy.  Please join us!  

August 6          Morning Prayer led by Jennifer Herdt (w/ sermon)  

August 13        Eucharist with Rev. Julie Kelsey preaching and presiding   

August 20        Eucharist with Rev. Carolyn Sharp preaching and presiding   

August 27        Morning Prayer led by Sheldon Campbell (w/ sermon)  

 

Updated COVID-19 policy. Face masks are no longer required in any areas of the church. Communion wine will 
be offered during communion, but you may receive only by sipping from the common cup; YOU MAY NOT 
INTINCT.  

Donating Clothing for Loaves and Fishes. Our support for the clothing ministry is ongoing. Please be thoughtful 
in your selection of items. Current specific requests include: men’s/women’s jeans; men’s short-sleeved shirts, 
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sweaters, jackets, shoes, new socks; spring and summer clothing. Bring donations to St. Thomas's (leave them in the 
tub at the Whitney Ave. entrance) or to Loaves and Fishes (Thurs-Sat, 9-11 a.m., in the driveway at 57 Olive St.). 

Thursday Night Study Group, 7:30 p.m., on Zoom. The Thursday Night Study Group is now on hiatus for the 
summer. Check back in August for fall plans.  

Coffee Hour Hosting Sign-Up Link. You are invited to consider hosting coffee hour at St. Thomas's following 
Sunday worship. Visit this link to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4AACAD2CABFE3-
coffee. Please contact Julie Kelly with any questions. Thank you for contributing to our time of fellowship!  

 

 
 

 
Serving Today 

Officiant & Preacher: Jennifer Herdt 
Music Director: Dr. Noah Horn 
Lector: Bob Herdt 
Ushers: Gary Robison, Claire Scully 
Vestry Host: Claire Scully 

Leadership at St. Thomas’s  

Church Vestry 
Jennifer Herdt (Senior Warden) 
Linda Meyer (Junior Warden) 
Bill English (Treasurer)  
Denise Terry (Clerk) 
Madeleine Anderson 
Max Ballardo 
Claire Scully 

This Week’s Prayer Intentions 

Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially: 
the people of Ukraine 
 
Pray for those who have died. 
 
In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of  
Prayer, pray for:  
St. Alban’s, Simsbury; St. Peter’s, South Windsor; 
Liturgical assistants serving in parishes: lectors, lay 
readers, Eucharistic ministers, Eucharistic visitors, lay 
evangelists, and vergers 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of  Prayer, pray for:  
Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo 
 
In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle, pray for: Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Equatorial Guinea 

 
 

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511 

(203) 777-7623 ¨ www.stthomasnewhaven.org 

Dr. Noah Horn, Music Director ¨ n.horn@stthomasnewhaven.org 
Julie Kelly, Administrator ¨ j.kelly@stthomasnewhaven.org 

 


