ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR A (THOMAS SUNDAY)

Service of Holy Eucharist
April 12, 2026 10 A.M.

Welcome! Happy Easter!

Wherever you happen to be on your spiritual journey, there is a place for you here, and
we invite you to participate as fully as you wish. There is a saying in the Episcopal tradition
that answers many a question: “All »ay, some do, but none must.” We gather to feast on
Word and sacrament and song, to learn and inquire, to enjoy relaxed fellowship and find
mutual support. And we are sent out to be the Body of Christ in the world, to do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with God.

To participate in worship today all you need is this bulletin. If you are new or visiting,
we invite you to consider filling out a blue information card (located in the pew rack).
You can use it to request a nametag, which will be waiting for you on the table inside the
main entrance.

All church spaces are accessible. Handicapped parking and a wheelchair ramp are
located in back of the building; a lift for access to the second floor is located at the
stairway.

Restrooms are located on the second floor. Go through the double doors near the pulpit,
upstairs to the second floor, and to the far end of the hallway. A gender-neutral
restroom with baby changing table is in the Vesting Room, located opposite the double
doors near the pulpit.

Three seating areas at the front of the nave are reserved for families with small children:
the area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the two areas in
front of the front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be
accompanied by a caregiver.

Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC —
Guest. Your device will open a web browser and the St. Thomas’s website. Bulletins are
posted in the website’s Bulletin Archive. To reduce printing, we encourage worshippers to
use their smart devices to follow the service.

St. Thomas’s Church is located on Eansketambawg (Quinnipiac) land. This acknowledgment
compels us to pause: in gratitude for the Quinnipiac and other Algonquin-speaking stewards of the
territory that is now Connecticut; in regret for Christianity’s participation in the colonization of the
Americas; and in faith that God’s reconciling power will bring true healing to the Earth and all its
inhabitants.




VOLUNTARY

INTROIT (Sung by the Schola Antigua)

O decus apostolicum,

Christe Redemptor gentium,
quem Thomas apostolus,
tactis cicatricibus, Deum cognovit Dominum:

gregem tuum protege,

quem redemisti sanguine.

Alleluia.

Words: Motet for Feast of St. Thomas

At the ringing of the bell, please stand.

O glory of the Apostles,
Christ, redeemer of the nations,

Variations on ‘O Filit’
Jeanne Demessieux (1921-1968)

O decus apostolicam

whom Thomas the apostle,
when he touched the wounds, recognized as Lord:

protect thy flock, which thou hast

redeemed with thy blood.
Alleluia.

Music: Tomas Luis de Victotia (1648-1611), Motecta I, No. 4, 1572

PROCESSIONAL HYMN O sons and daughters, let us sing (206, The Hymnal 1982)
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1 O sons and  daught - ers, let us sing!
2 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear;
3 When Thom - as first the tid - ings  heard,
4 “My pierc - ed side, (@) Thom - as, see;
5 No long - er Thom - as then de nied,
6 How blest are they who have not seen,
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1 The King of  heaven, the glo - rious  King,
2 a - midst them came their Lord most dear,
3 how they had seen the ris - en Lord,
4 my hands, my feet, I show to thee;
5 he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
6 and yet whose  faith has con - stant  been,
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1 o’er death and hell rose tri - umph -ing. Al - le - lu - ia! [Ant]
2 and said, “My peace be on all here.” Al - le - lu - ia! [Ant]
3 he doubt-ed the dis - ¢i - pless word. Al - le - lu - ia! [Ant]
4 not faith -less, but be - liev - ing be.” Al - le - lu - ia! [Ant.]
5 “Thou art my Lord and God,” he «cried. Al - le - lu - ial [Ant]
6 for they e - ter - mnal life shall win. Al - le - lu - ia! [Ant.]

Words: Att. Jean Tisserand (15th cent.); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866). Music: O filii et filiae, melody from Airs sur les
hymnes sacrez, odes et noéls, 1623; acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937).



OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider: Alleluia. Christ is risen!
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA Glory to God in the highest (S 278, The Hymmnal 1982)
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Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.

Everliving God, who strengthened your apostle Thomas with firm and certain faith in your
Son’s resurrection: Grant us so perfectly and without doubt to believe in Jesus Christ, our
Lord and our God, that our faith may never be found wanting in your sight; through him
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All are seated.

THE FIRST LESSON HABAKKUK 2:1-4

I will stand at my watchpost,
and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me,
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.

Then the LORD answered me and said:
Werite the vision;
make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end, and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come, it will not delay.



Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faith.

Reader: The Word of the Lotd.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 126 (5ung by the Choir) Matthew Cramer

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3 Then they said among the nations, *
“The LORD has done great things for them.”
4 The LORD has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.
5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

THE SECOND LESSON HEBREWS 10:35-11:1

Do not, therefore, abandon that confidence of yours; it brings a great reward. For you need
endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was
promised.

For yet “in a very little while,
the one who is coming will come and will not delay;
but my righteous one will live by faith.
My soul takes no pleasure in anyone who shrinks back.”

But we are not among those who shrink back and so are lost, but among those who have
faith and so are saved.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

Reader: The Wotd of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

All stand.



SEQUENCE HYMN We walk by faith and not by sight (209, The Hymnal 1982)
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Words: Henry Alford (1810-1871), alt. Music: St. Botolph, Gordon Slater (1896-1979). By permission of Oxford University
Press.

THE GOSPEL JOHN 20:24-29

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with the other disciples
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and
put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my



God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

All are seated.

THE SERMON

After the sermon, all remain seated for a period of silence. Then all stand.

THE NICENE CREED

Presider and People
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Intercessor and People

The women came running to tell us: the tomb stands empty; the garments of death are cast
aside. Our tears of mourning turn to astonished gratitude; our grief becomes healing
strength. Trusting in God’s resurrecting power, let us pray:

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!



For the whole, bright earth, so lovingly created and so compassionately redeemed; that it
may speak again of the glory and majesty of God. Trusting in God’s resurrecting power, let
us pray:

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

For all nations and peoples of the earth to whom God shows no partiality; that all may be
transformed by mercy to live together in hope. Trusting in God’s resurrecting power, let us

pray:
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

For the holy Church, whose life is hidden with Christ in God, that in all our diversity we
may bear witness to the unity that flows from our baptism. Trusting in God’s resurrecting
power, let us pray:

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

For those in authority in every nation and in every place; that they may govern with equity
and justice; bringing life to those in the shadow of death. Trusting in God’s resurrecting
power, let us pray:

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

For all who suffer in mind, body, spirit, or any other adversity; that they may be comforted
by Christ who rises with healing in his glorious wings. Trusting in God’s resurrecting
power, let us pray:

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

For all who are dying and for all who have died that they may find the blessed assurance of
light perpetual and everlasting life in Christ’s triumph over death. Trusting in God’s
resurrecting powet, let us pray:

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Presider

Be present, O Risen Christ, in this your church’s Easter praise. May we, like Mary
Magdalene, the other women and all witnesses to the resurrection see the tomb empty, and
walk in newness of life. Grant that our anthems of joy may give honor to the mystery of
your redeeming love and that our proclamations of your victory over death may reflect the
majesty of your eternal glory. In your most holy name we pray. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Presider
Let us confess our sins to God. [S7lence is kept.

Presider and People
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you,



opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Presider
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Please greet your neighbors with a sign of peace, in whatever way seems welcome. You may then be seated for
brief announcements and the Offertory Anthem

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Your financial support is sincerely appreciated. We will not pass a collection plate today; collection plates are
located at the doors. To give online, go to the Church website Home page (www.stthomasnewbaven.org), and
click GIV'E NOW. If viewing this document electronically, simply CLICK HERE. Thank you!

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (Sung by the Chotr) Most glorious Lord of life
Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day And that thy love we weighing worthily,

Didst make thy triumph over death and sin, May likewise love thee for the same again;

And having harrowed hell, didst bring away And for thy sake, that all like dear didst buy,
Captivity thence captive, us to win. With love may one another entertain.

This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin, So let us love, dear Love, like as we ought;

And grant that we for whom thou diddest die, Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught.

Being with thy dear blood clean washed from sin,

May live for ever in felicity.
Wotds: Edmund Spenser (1552/53-1599)  Music: William Hatris (1883-1973)

During the singing of the Offertory Hymn, the Ushers bring the gifts forward and the Presider sets the
table. The People follow the Ushers and encircle the altar for the Eucharistic prayer. You are enconraged fo
position children where they can see. Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If this is difficult for you,
feel free to sit in a chair near the altar or in the the front row of pews. You may also remain where you are.
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OFFERTORY HYMN

All my hope on God is founded (665, The Hymmnal 1982)
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3 rmore from his store new-born worlds rise and a - dore.

4  stand at his hand; joy doth wait on his com - mand.

5 call one and all:  ye who fol - low shall not fall.

Words: Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930), alt., after Joachim Neander (1650-1680)

Music: Michael, Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A
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It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Presider
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life
again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS Holy, holy, holy Lord (S 128, The Hymmnal 1982)
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Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press.

Presider

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross,
and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
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you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Presider and People

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Presider
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
taithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:

You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the langunage of your choice.

Our Father in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be your Name, who sin against us.
your kingdom come, Save us from the time of trial,
your will be done, and deliver us from evil.

on earth as in heaven. For the kingdom, the power,

Give us today our daily bread. and the glory are yours,

Forgive us our sins, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

FRACTION ANTHEM Christ our Passover (S 155, The Hymnal 1982)
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Setting: Gerald R. Near (b. 1942)

Presider:  The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Baptism is not
required; church membership is not required. For the distribution of Holy Commmunion, the priest and
Eucharistic minister will come to you. To receive a blessing instead of communion, cross your arms over
your chest. You may choose not to partake of wine—IHoly Communion is complete and efficacions when
received in one kind only. To receive wine, you may sip from the common cup, or intinct (dip the bread into
the wine). If you choose to intinct, please dip only the tip of the bread into the wine—fingers that touch the
wine are a source of contamination. After receiving communion or a blessing, please return to your original
seat.

COMMUNION ANTHEM (Sung by the Chotr) Draw us in the Spirit’s tether
Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; All our meals and all our living

for when humbly, in thy name, make as sacraments of thee,

two or three are met together, that by caring, helping, giving,

Thou art in the midst of them: we may true disciples be.

Alleluial Touch we now thy garment’s hem. Alleluial We will serve thee faithfully.

As the brethren used to gather

in the name of Christ to sup,

then with thanks to God the Father
break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluia! So knit thou our friendship up.

Wotds: Percy Dearmer (1867-1936), 1931  Music: Harold Friedell (1905-1958), 1957

After all have received conmunion, all stand.
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COMMUNION HYMN How oft, O Lotd, thy face hath shone (242, The Hymnal 1982)
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1 How oft, O Lord, thy face hath shone on  doubt-ing souls whose
2 He loved thee well, and firm - ly said, “Come, let us go, and
3 His breth-ren’s word he would not take, but craved to touch those
4 He saw thee risen; at once he rose to full Dbe - lief’s un -
5 O  Sa - vior, make thy pres - ence known to all who doubt thy
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1 wills were true! Thou Christ  of Pe - ter and of John,
2 die with him”; yet when thine Eas ter - news was spread,
3 hands of thine; when thou didst thine ap - pear-ance make,
4 cloud - ed height; and  still through his con - fes - sion flows
5 Word and thee; and teach us in that Word a - lone
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1 thou art the Christ of Thom - as too.
2  mid all its light his faith was dim.
3  he saw, and hailed his Lord Di - vine.
4 to Chris - tian souls thy life and  light.
5 to find the truth that sets us free.
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Words: William Bright (1824-1901), alt. Music: Jacob, Jane Manton Marshall (b. 1924). Copyright © 1984, G.I.A. Publications.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Presider: Let us pray.

Presider and People

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THE PASCHAL BLESSING

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the

resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life,

make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the

Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you

and remain with you for ever. Amen.

HYMN By all your saints still striving (232, The Hymnal 1982)
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By all  your saints still stri - ving, for all your saints at rest,
All praise, O Lord, for Thom - as whose short-lived doubt-ings  prove
Then let us praise the Fa - ther and wor-ship God the  Son
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your ho - ly Name, O Je - sus, for ev - er - more be  blessed.
your per - fect two - fold na - ture, the depth of your true love.
and sing to God the Spir - it, e - ter - nal Three in  One,
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You rose, our King wvic - tor - ious, that they might wear the crown
To all who live with ques - tions a stead - fast faith af - ford;
till  all the ran-somed num - ber who stand be - fore the throne
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and e - ver shine in splen - dor re - flect - ed  fromyour throne.
and grant us grace to know  you, made flesh, yet God and Lord.
a - scribe all pow'r and glo - ry and praise to God a - lone.

Words: Horatio Bolton Nelson (1823-1913); ver. Hymnal 1982. Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Music: Nyland, Finnish
folk melody; adapt. and harm. David Evans (1874-1948).

DISMISSAL

Presider: [The Presider dismisses the People.] [Allelnia! Alleluial]
People: Thanks be to God. [Alleluia! Alleluia!]

You may be seated for the voluntary or exit the church. Happy Easter!

VOLUNTARY Chorale Prelude on ‘St. Thomas’
Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918)

Unnless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission. Reprinted using ritesong,
Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148 and One License #A-740689, unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved.
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Serving Today

Coffee Hour Hosts: Jane Messer, Alan Murchie

Flowers: Heather Robison

Horn: Jenny Ney

Intercessor: William English

Lectors: Chris and Charlotte Rose Acosta

Music Director: Dr. Matthew Cramer

Organist: Dr. Stephen Gamboa-Diaz

Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharp

Presider: The Rev. Alan Murchie

Sacristans: Bryan Hiott, Claire Scully

Subdeacon: Max Ballardo

Trumpets: Marcus Gonzalez, Dr. Noah Horn

Ushers: Chris and Charlotte Rose Acosta, Debbie
Griffin

Vestry Host: Max Ballardo

Violin: Morgen Campbell

Leadership at St. Thomas’s

Church Vestry

Max Ballardo

Morgen Campbell

Ricardo Chavira (Junior Warden)
Maria Coffin

Don Edwards

Bill English (Treasurer)

Jennifer Herdt (Senior Warden)
Linda Pivarnik

Claire Scully (Clerk)

St. Thomas’s Clergy

The Rev. Eric Jeuland, Priest Associate

The Rev. Jane Jeuland, Priest Associate

The Rev. Alan C. Murchie, Rector

The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharp, Preacher-in-Residence

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL

830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511

(203) 777-7623 ¢ www.stthomasnewhaven.org
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This Week’s Prayer Intentions

Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially:
for Don, Maria, Martin, Michael, Susan

for the people of Iran

for the people of Ukraine and the people of Russia
for the people of Gaza and the people of Israel

for victims of civil war in Syria and the Sudan

for all who are afflicted by war, violence, and natural
disaster

Pray for those who have died.

In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of
Prayer, pray for: Todos Los Santos/All Saints’,
Meriden; St. Andrew’s, Meriden; Hospital chaplains,
Stephen Ministries, pastoral care groups, ministries of
healing, wellness programs & recovery ministries

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for: Igreja
Anglicana de Mocambique e Angola

In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical
Prayer Cycle, pray for: Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania

Dr. Matthew Cramer, Music Director

¢ music@stthomasnewhaven.org

Dr. Stephen Gamboa-Diaz, Organist

s.gamboa-diaz@stthomasnewhaven.org

Bryan Hiott, Seminarian Intern
Julie Kelly, Administrator ¢ Lkellv@stthomasnewhaven.org
The Rev. Alan Murchie, Rector

¢ alan(@stthomasnewhaven.org
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Announcements

For all the latest news and information, see last week’s edition of the Weekly Parish Enews. From the Parish
website Home page (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), click Enews Archive for the latest edition or Enews (subscribe) to
subscribe.

@€ Today is THOMAS SUNDAY!

Each year, on the Sunday after Easter, the church shares the story of Thomas, our patron saint. It's the day when we
celebrate the famously inquisitive apostle whose faith and witness inspire and inform our own. Today we celebrate
with special music for choir and instruments, with visits from members of our extended St. Thomas's family, and
with Italian Cream Cake. = @&

Children and Youth
Easter blessings for all the children of the parish and their families.

Heifer Project

We now have a button on the St. Thomas's webpage (stthomasnewhaven.org) in the DONATE

section for heifer.org. The parish children encourage you to give to our campaign to deliver DREAM BASKETS (A
sheep, heifer, goat, rabbits and a flock of chickens, along with training and education in their care.). Each DREAM

BASKET is $120, but all donations are welcome. Thank you for bringing hope to the world.

Mark Your Calendars: Ascension Day Evensong — Thursday, May 14 at 5:30PM at Trinity on the Green
The choirs of St. Thomas’s and Trinity on the Green (Simon Lee, music director) join forces again in observance of
Ascension Day, presenting a Festal Evensong at Trinity on Thursday, May 14. Featuring Patrick Gowers” “Viri
Galilaei” — written for double choir and two organs! — and Stanford’s Evening Service in Bb.

Coffee Hour: Sign Up for April, May, and June dates

Please consider signing up as Coffee Hour host, co-host, or contributor, either by adding your name to the poster in
the lounge or by using our online signup here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4AACAD2CABFE3-
coffee. Thank youl!

Inquirers’ Class

Our new Inquirers' Class invites all interested in learning more about what it means to be Episcopalian to gather at
St. Thomas's on the first Tuesday of each month from 5:30-6:30. Our next class session will be held in the Lounge
on Tuesday, May 5. Join us!

Youth Confirmation Class at St. T's

We are delighted to offer Confirmation preparation for youth ages 13+ on select Sunday afternoons after Coffee
Hour. This is a rich opportunity to explore faith through conversation, activity, off-campus experiences, and more.
Classes are led by Alan alongside experienced mentors from our community. Be in touch with Alan anytime to

discuss further! You can chat with him at coffee hour or write to him at alan@stthomasnewhaven.org.

Responding to Food Insecurity in our Community
Connecticut Food Pantries have seen a sharp rise in need this year, serving 23% more households. The need is great.
Please join us in supporting Loaves and Fishes. You can give at this link.

Parish Directory Updates

Please email Julie with any changes to your address or contact info, or if you wish to be added to the directory.
Thank you.
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Name Tags

Wearing name tags is a simple and wonderful way to practice radical welcome. If you have never had a St. Thomas's
name tag, or have lost the one you had, please sign up in the narthex or at coffee hour and look for your new name
tag in a week's time. You can also email Julie in the patish office, j.kellv@stthomasnewhaven.org to request a name
tag. Name tags may be left in the basket in the lounge following coffee hour, or at the rear of the church in the name
tag holders. Please wear your name tag every week!

Sunday Server Sign-ups

There are many ways to contribute to the worship life of St. Thomas's. We are eager to welcome new setvers in the
roles of lector, usher, intercessor, subdeacon, and sacristan. 1f you are interested in learning more or in receiving
training, please reach out to Vestry member Claire Scully, chiarasam(@comcast.net. We would love for you to share
your gifts with St. Thomas!

Interested in joining St. Thomas's Choir?

The St. Thomas’s Choir sings for Sunday morning and special liturgies during the program year, offering anthems,
canticles and psalms. The choir includes volunteers and professional section leaders. Its repertoire is drawn from the
rich tradition of Anglican choral music, spanning many centuries.

The St. Thomas’s Choir rehearses on Sundays at 9 a.m. and from 11:30 a.m.~1:00 p.m., from September to June.
New members are always welcome; an ability to read music and prior choral experience is desirable.

Contact Matthew Cramer at m.cramer@stthomasnewhaven.org

Donating Clothing for Loaves and Fishes. Our support for the clothing ministry is ongoing. Please be thoughtful
in your selection of items. Current specific requests include: men’s/women’s jeans; men’s shirts, sweaters, jackets,
shoes, new socks. Bring donations to St. Thomas's (leave them in the tub at the Whitney Ave. entrance) or
to Loaves and Fishes (Thurs-Sat, 9-11 a.m., in the driveway at 57 Olive St.).
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