God our Creator, out of love You make and remake worlds of possibility for Your
creatures. God our Redeemer, out of love You heal all that is broken, disordered,
and wounded. God our Sustainer, out of love You remain present with everything
that lives, everything that is dying, and everything struggling to be born." Triune
God, be present with us now, and teach us to love! May the words of my mouth and
the meditations of our hearts be always acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, our Rock

and our Redeemer. Amen.

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.” With these words of
our Savior, the mystery of the holy Trinity shimmers into view. The Son of God
claims the commandments as his own. “Keep my commandments,” Jesus says: the
ethical, liturgical, and social precepts that had fostered love of God and love of
neighbor for centuries before Jesus was born. “Keep my commandments,” says the
Son of God: in the perspective of the Gospel of John, Jesus has always been one
with the Father who gave the commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai. Now the
Son will ask the Father for another gift: the gift of the Holy Spirit, to be with the
disciples forever! The Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, comes into view
at this resplendent moment, as contours of a landscape emerge from shadow into

full view when the sun rises.

This morning, we have the precious gift of Jesus’s promise:

the Holy Spirit abides within us now and will be with us forever!



Believers experience the Spirit’s presence in countless ways. In prayer, some
become aware of the Spirit as a deepening, embracing presence, or—if you go full
mystic—an annihilating presence, something that shows us our egos, our goals and
carefully curated personas, are as chaff before the whirlwind of the Spirit.> Some
of us experience the Spirit as an electric thrill of joy when reading Scripture. You
know that’s one of the reasons I’'m always urging you to read the Bible, right?
Because you will encounter the Holy Spirit when you read Scripture. I’'m naming

that quite boldly. You will!

Many glimpse the Spirit when they pay attention to the beauty of nature, or when
they are moved by music. | remember singing with the Harvard-Radcliffe Chorus
many years ago. We were rehearsing Haydn’s Nelson Mass—not in a church, just
in a big concert hall, the Sanders Theater. At one marvelous moment in the music,
I had a strong visual impression of a radiant golden cross shimmering in the air
above the empty seats. I can see it in my mind’s eye to this day. I almost wanted to

turn to the singer next to me and say, “Do you see that?!”

Some feel the power of the Spirit during the Prayer of Consecration at the Eucharist,
when the Celebrant takes the bread and wine and asks God, “Sanctify them by your
Holy Spirit, to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,” and then prays,
“Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament.” A few here

may have spoken in tongues; perhaps you’ve had that experience in a Pentecostal



or charismatic Catholic church, or (as I have) in an Episcopal prayer group. Since
Christian antiquity, some believers have heard messages in which Christ or the
Spirit spoke actual words; in those ranks are the apostle Paul, Saint Augustine, Saint
Francis, and innumerable others. Still others have perceived the Spirit through an
affective experience such as being enveloped in love or feeling a burden lifted that

they had been carrying for years.

I want you to remember three things about the Holy Spirit as we move toward
Pentecost. Pentecost is that great festival of the Church in which we celebrate the
original falling of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples in Jerusalem. Pentecost is
coming in two weeks, and I’'m eager to plant seeds this morning for the joy that will
blossom in this sanctuary on that high holy day! Here are three essential points
about the Holy Spirit for you to ponder over the next two weeks.

First, the Spirit heals.

Second, the Spirit teaches.

Third, the Spirit transforms.
The Holy Spirit heals, teaches, and transforms us and everything that is!
Look for moments of healing, learning, and transformation, in history, in the
present moment of your community, and in your own life. Stay spiritually alert, and

you will recognize the action of the Holy Spirit more and more clearly.

Watch for how the Holy Spirit heals us in the struggle, abiding with individuals and

communities in our woundedness, recreating what has been destroyed and repairing



what has been ruptured, helping us endure what has hurt us or crushed our spirits,

urging us to move toward the joy of life made whole in Jesus Christ.

Watch for how the Holy Spirit teaches us the truth about God’s grace, illumining
our need for repentance, deepening our wisdom about love of God and love of
neighbor, teaching us how to serve with compassion and grace, guiding us and

others into truth-telling about what God is doing in Christ. ‘ot 16:13

Finally, watch for how the Holy Spirit transforms us, our communities, and the
entire cosmos. Study Scripture!® Study history and literature and physics and
philosophy! Reflect on your community’s history and your own journey: life
review is a richly illuminating spiritual practice. Watch closely. Sometimes the
Spirit works by dramatic interventions that change an entire culture, and other
times, the Spirit plants seeds of fresh vision that grow more slowly, catalyzing

change gradually for individuals and communities as the purposes of God unfold.

The Holy Spirit heals, teaches, and transforms.

All of you who have been “born of water and Spirit” '™ 33

—who are “sealed by
the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever”*—listen, now, to

who this Spirit is.

e Matthew '?° and Luke '’ testify that Mary conceived Jesus through the

power of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit has continued to bring to birth



miraculous things in the life of the world for two millennia and counting—

and that same Spirit abides with you!

All four Gospels testify that the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus at his
baptism “like a dove”—multiple attestations of a visually perceptible
manifestation of the power of the Spirit!° That same Spirit has anointed you
for your own work of healing, teaching, and transforming this world

through the power of God’s grace!

The Gospel of John testifies that the Spirit will teach the disciples
everything! That same Spirit is teaching you right now as joys and
challenges emerge in your life, teaching you as you worship and read
Scripture, teaching you as you march for justice, teaching you as you lean
into what you have been called to do in your family, at work, in this church,

and in the community.

The apostle Paul testifies that when believers are estranged from God and
do not know how to pray, when they are weak and suffering, the Spirit
“intercedes with sighs too deep for words.” R°™ 26 That same Spirit
intercedes for you when you are in despair, when you’re confused, when
you feel estranged from the One who made you and loves you more than

words can say!



Time is too short to review all the amazing things we learn about the Holy Spirit in
Scripture. The Spirit hovered over the face of the waters at the dawn of creation;
the Spirit revives all who have died, even when all we can see is a valley full of dry
bones; the Spirit invites all—every single one of you—to drink from the river of

the water of life!® That same Spirit abides with you and will be with you forever!

The world does not see Christ. It sees the allure of greed and opportunities for profit.
It notices despair and callously looks away. It seeks to intensify its hold on power
and manipulate those who are vulnerable. That’s how the world sees. But that’s not
what we see. We see the living Christ in the power of the Spirit! A I8 In worship
and political solidarity, through prayer and acts of compassion, in all the ways we
know how, we testify to Christ in the power of the Spirit, the One who offers

healing, wisdom, and transformation.

As you move in love toward those in desperate need, as you confront this world’s
enormous challenges with all the wisdom and ingenuity you can muster,

never forget Christ’s promise: “Because I live, you also will live™!

That promise is for you, spoken by the Living One who gives to all who thirst from

»s Rev 21:5-6; John 4:14

“the spring of the water of life, our Shepherd, and Love Incarnate:

Jesus Christ, to whom be honor, glory, and praise, now and forever. Amen.

The Rev. Dr. Carolyn J. Sharp

10 May 2026



Easter 6A
Acts 17: 22-31; Psalm 66:7-18; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21

Preached at St. Thomas’s Episcopal Church, New Haven, Connecticut

! “Out of love™: this motif reflects the Johannine precept that God is Love and that
true discipleship flows from understanding and living out that truth (1 John 4:8; cf.
John 3:16; 8:42; 13:1, 34-35; 14:15, 21-24; 15:9-17; 17:23-26; and passim). The
presence of the motif here is also influenced by the theology of Julian of Norwich.
See many passages in her Showings, Classics of Western Spirituality (Paulist Press,
1978), including these: her well-known vision of “something small, no bigger than
a hazelnut,” of which she says, “It lasts and always will, because God loves it; and
thus everything has being through the love of God” (183); and her claim that when
we recognize in heaven how grave our sins have been, we will understand
“completely the wonderful love of our Creator.... We shall have a great and
marvelous knowledge of love in God without end; for enduring and marvelous is
that love which cannot and will not be broken because of [our] offences” (300).

2 See the strong emphasis on the importance of self-abnegation and annihilation of
the believer’s will in the mystical theology of Meister Eckhart and Johannes Tauler.
Consider this from Eckhart: “Who are those who honor God? Those who have
wholly gone out of themselves, and who do not seek for what is theirs in anything”
(Eckhart, Sermon 6 in his German sermons, in Meister Eckhart: The Essential
Sermons, Commentaries, Treatises, and Defense, ed. Edmund Colledge and
Bernard McGinn, CWS [Paulist Press, 1981], 185). Or this: “A person who ...
remains in God’s love should be dead to himself and to all created things, so that
he gives as little attention to himself as he does to something a thousand miles
away.... Such a person has to have forsaken himself and the whole world” (Eckhart,
Sermon 12 in his German sermons, in Meister Eckhart: Preacher and Teacher, ed.
Bernard McGinn, CWS [Paulist Press, 1986], 270). Or this from Johannes Tauler,
counseling detachment from worldly things and spiritual desires alike: “Strive ...
for true abandonment.... Whatever light or joy may be yours, do not be overly
concerned with it. Instead, sink unquestioningly into your own nothingness, be
conscious of your nothingness and cling to this, to nothing else.... Give yourself up
to the Lord and die to your own self completely” (Tauler, Sermon 59 in Johannes
Tauler: Sermons, trans. Maria Shrady, CWS [Paulist Press, 1985], 165, 167).
“Whirlwind of the Spirit”: see John 3:8, “The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

3 A cell phone ringing persistently in the congregation at this juncture—noticed by
all in the sanctuary except the phone’s owner, the phone rang many times—
afforded me the delightful opportunity to encourage the caller, too, to study



Scripture, offered as a message to be delivered when the phone’s owner called the
person back.

# From the liturgy for Holy Baptism in the 1979 Episcopal Book of Common Prayer,
308.

5> Matt 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:21-22 (the Spirit descending on Jesus while he is
in prayer after he had been baptized). In the Fourth Gospel, John the Baptist testifies
to this (John 1:32), but Jesus’s baptism is not narrated.

6 See Gen 1:1-2 for the wind or breath of God, understood by countless Christian
interpreters over two millennia to be the Holy Spirit of the Triune God. The other
references here are to Ezek 37:1-10 (cf. Rev 11:11) and Rev 22:1-7, 17.



