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ST. THOMAS'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY, YEAR A 

Liturgy of  the Palms & Service of  Holy Eucharist 

March 29, 2026          10 A.M. 

 
 

St. Thomas’s Church Welcomes Everyone 
Wherever you happen to be on your spiritual journey, there is a place for you here, and we 
invite you to participate as fully as you wish.  There is a saying in the Episcopal tradition that 
answers many a question: “All may, some do, but none must.”  We gather to feast on Word and 
sacrament and song, to learn and inquire, to enjoy relaxed fellowship and find mutual support.  
And we are sent out to be the Body of Christ in the world, to do justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with God. 

To participate in worship today all you need is this bulletin.  If you are new or visiting, we invite 
you to consider filling out a blue information card (located in the pew rack).  You can use it to 
request a nametag, which will be waiting for you on the table inside the main entrance. 

All church spaces are accessible.  Handicapped parking and a wheelchair ramp are located in 
back of the building; a lift for access to the second floor is located at the stairway. 

Restrooms are located on the second floor.  Go through the double doors near the pulpit, upstairs 
to the second floor, and to the far end of the hallway.  A gender-neutral restroom with baby 
changing table is in the Vesting Room, located opposite the double doors near the pulpit. 

Three seating areas at the front of the nave are reserved for families with small children: the 
area under the array of paper cranes (for children age 3 and under), and the two areas in front of 
the front pews (for children age 10 and under). For safety, every child should be accompanied by a 
caregiver. 

Wireless access in the Sanctuary is accessible by connecting to wireless network STEC – Guest. 
Your device will open a web browser and the St. Thomas’s website. Bulletins are posted in the 
website’s Bulletin Archive. To reduce printing, we encourage worshippers to use their smart 
devices to follow the service. 

 
 
St. Thomas’s Church is located on Eansketambawg (Quinnipiac) land. This acknowledgment 
compels us to pause: in gratitude for the Quinnipiac and other Algonquin-speaking stewards of the 
territory that is now Connecticut; in regret for Christianity’s participation in the colonization of the 
Americas; and in faith that God’s reconciling power will bring true healing to the Earth and all its 
inhabitants. 
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At the direction of the Presider, the People assemble for the Liturgy of  the Palms. 

THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS 

 

 

Presider: Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with 
joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and 
immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE GOSPEL MATTHEW 21:1-11 

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he 
will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

The Schola Antiqua sings the following anthem: 

Hosanna to the Son of David      Orlando Gibbons (1583–1625) 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the King of Israel. 
Blessed be the Kingdom that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory to the highest places. 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

The Presider continues: 
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When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The 
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

 

Presider 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem 
in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and 
branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant 
that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the 
way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE PROCESSION 

 

MUSIC AT THE PROCESSION                   Highland Cathedral                Roever & Korb 

The order of  procession is: Crucifer, Bagpiper, Choir, People, Eucharistic Minister, Presider. The 
procession will go down the center aisle and outside to make a full clockwise circuit of  the building. If  this 
is too far for you to walk, you may wait inside. Upon returning to the church, all remain standing for the 
following hymn. 
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HYMN All glory, laud, and honor (154, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of 
his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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All are seated. 

THE FIRST LESSON ISAIAH 50:4-9A 

The Lord GOD has given me 
 the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
 the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
 wakens my ear 
 to listen as those who are taught. 
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
 and I was not rebellious, 
 I did not turn backward. 
I gave my back to those who struck me, 
 and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
 from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 
 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
 he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
 Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
 Let them confront me. 
It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty? 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 31:9-16 (sung by the Choir; the People join in singing the Antiphon) Tone VII.3 

 
  9  Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
 my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
 and also my throat and my belly. 
10  For my life is wasted with grief, 
      and my years with sighing; * 
 my strength fails me because of affliction, 
 and my bones are consumed. [Ant.] 
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11  I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
      a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
 when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12  I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
 I am as useless as a broken pot. [Ant.] 
13  For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
      fear is all around; * 
 they put their heads together against me; 
 they plot to take my life. 
14  But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
 I have said, “You are my God. 
15  My times are in your hand; * 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
 and from those who persecute me. 
16  Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
 and in your loving-kindness save me.”  [Ant.] 

THE SECOND LESSON PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
 taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
 he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to the point of death— 
 even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
 and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus 
 every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

All stand. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN What wondrous love is this, O my soul (439, The Hymnal 1982) 

 
All sit. 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 

The People remain seated until the arrival at Golgotha, and then all stand. At the end of the Gospel, all 
remain standing for a period of silence until invited to sit by the Presider. 

Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of  the 
Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief  priests and elders, he 
did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they 
make against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the 
governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, 
anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus 
Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to 
release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it 
was out of  jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I 
have suffered a great deal because of  a dream about him.” Now the chief  priests and the 
elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor 
again said to them, “Which of  the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 
“Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 
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Messiah?” All of  them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he 
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of  this man’s 
blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and 
on our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed 
him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of  the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his 
right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of  the Jews!” They 
spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they 
stripped him of  the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to 
crucify him. 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this 
man to carry his cross. [All stand.] And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which 
means Place of  a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he 
tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes 
among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over 
his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of  the Jews.” 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who 
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, save yourself ! If  you are the Son of  God, come down from the 
cross.” In the same way the chief  priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were 
mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of  Israel; let 
him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God 
deliver him now, if  he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were 
crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about 
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of  the bystanders heard it, they said, 
“This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of  them ran and got a sponge, filled it with 
sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and 
breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of  the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many 
bodies of  the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out 
of  the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion 
and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took 
place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 



9 

THE SERMON 

After the sermon, all remain seated for a period of silence. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Presider 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your loving kindness; in your great compassion, 
hear our prayers. 
 
Intercessor and People 
We pray for the whole church, all leaders and ministers, and all the holy people of God. 
Wash us through and through, and cleanse us from our sin. 
 
We pray for our nation, for all the nations of the earth, and for all who govern. 
Purge us from our sin, and we shall be pure. 
 
We pray for those who hunger, those who thirst, those who live under the threat of terror, 
and those without a place to lay their head. 
Make them hear of joy and gladness, that those who are broken may rejoice. 
 
We pray for those who are ill, those in pain, those under stress, and those who are lonely. 
Give them the joy of your saving help, and sustain them with your bountiful Spirit. 
 
In this season of Lent we pray that we all might be given the grace and strength to repent 
and grow closer to you, O God. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 
 
We pray for those who have died and who have entered into the land of eternal Light and 
your abiding peace. 
Cast them not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from them. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. [You are invited to offer your prayer intentions 
silently or aloud.] 

[The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.] 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Presider 
Let us confess our sins to God. [Silence is kept.] 

Presider and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Presider 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Please greet your neighbors with a sign of  peace, in whatever way seems welcome. You may then be seated for 
brief  announcements and the Offertory Anthem. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Your financial support is sincerely appreciated. We will not pass a collection plate today; collection plates are 
located at the doors. To give online, go to the Church website Home page (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), and 
click GIVE NOW. If  viewing this document electronically, simply CLICK HERE. Thank you! 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (Sung by the Choir)  Solus ad victimam 
Alone to sacrifice thou goest, Lord, 
Giving thyself to Death whom thou hast slain. 
For us thy wretched folk is any word? 
Who know that for our sins this is thy pain? 
 
For they are ours, O Lord, our deeds, 
Why must thou suffer torture for our sin? 
Let our hearts suffer in they Passion, Lord, 
That very suffering may thy mercy win. 

This is the night of tears, the three days’ space, 
Sorrow abiding of the eventide, 
Until the day break with the risen Christ, 
And hearts that sorrowed shall be satisfied. 
 
So may our hearts share in thine anguish, Lord, 
That they may sharers of thy glory be; 
Heavy with weeping may the three days pass, 
To win the laughter of thine Easter Day. 

Words: Peter Abelard (1079-1142), tr. Helen Waddell (1889-1965) Music: Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988), 1973 

During the singing of  the Offertory Hymn, the Presider sets the table, and the People come forward to 
encircle the altar for the Eucharistic prayer. You are encouraged to position children where they can see. 
Standing time is approximately 15 minutes. If  this is difficult for you, please feel free to sit in a chair near 
the altar or in the the front row of  pews. You may also remain where you are.  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRjlaa8kk38nFSc7qZC8ojCks4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboueWRKPI6Vr5O0LVBV63LB8s=&ver=3
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OFFERTORY HYMN When I survey the wondrous cross (474, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP 1 
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Presider 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 
fountain of mercy. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. 
By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves 
alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we 
lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

SANCTUS Holy, holy, holy Lord (S 122, The Hymnal 1982) 

 
Presider 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 
salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my 
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Presider and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

Presider 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live 
as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your children, that 
with [  ] and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name 
for ever. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

You are invited to say the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choice. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass  
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of  silence is kept. 

FRACTION ANTHEM Lamb of  God (S 160, The Hymnal 1982) 
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Presider: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

All are invited to receive Holy Communion at God’s table in this church. Baptism is not 
required; church membership is not required. For the distribution of  Holy Communion, the priest and 
Eucharistic minister will come to you. To receive a blessing instead of  communion, cross your arms over 
your chest. You may choose not to partake of  wine—Holy Communion is complete and efficacious when 
received in one kind only. To receive wine, you may sip from the common cup, or intinct (dip the bread into 
the wine). If  you choose to intinct, please dip only the tip of  the bread into the wine—fingers that touch the 
wine are a source of  contamination. After receiving communion or a blessing, please return to your original 
seat. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM (Sung by the Choir)  The Heavenly Word 
The heavenly word proceeding forth, 
yet leaving not the Father’s side, 
accomplishing his work on earth 
had reached at length life’s eventide. 

He gave himself in either kind,  
his precious flesh, his precious blood,  
his love’s own fullness thus designed  
of the whole man to be the food. 

By false disciple to be given, 
to foemen for his life athirst, 
himself the very bread of heaven, 
he gave to his disciples first. 

O saving victim opening wide  
the gate of heaven to us below,  
our foes press on from every side,  
thine aid supply, thy strength bestow. Amen. 

Words: St. Thomas Aquinas (1227–1274)    Music: June Nixon (b.1942), 2010 

After all have received communion, all stand. 

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 

Presider:  Let us pray. 

Presider and People 
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

Presider: [The Presider blesses the People.] 
People: Amen. 

HYMN My song is love unknown (458, The Hymnal 1982) 

 

 

 

 
Words: Samuel Crossman (1624-1683), alt. Music: Love Unknown, John Ireland (1879-1962) 
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DISMISSAL 

Presider: [The Presider dismisses the People.] 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The People leave in silence. You are welcome to stay for fellowship. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all printed music and anthem texts are used by permission. Reprinted using ritesong,  
Church Publishing Incorporated License #90148 and One License #A-740689, unless otherwise indicated. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 
Serving Today 

Bagpiper: Jerry Anne Dickel 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Alan Murchie, Gary Robison 
Flowers: Heather Robison 
Intercessor: Alexandria Robison 
Lector: Bryan Hiott 
Music Director: Dr. Matthew Cramer 
Organist: Dr. Stephen Gamboa-Diaz 
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Alan Murchie 
Sacristan: Debbie Griffin 
Subdeacon: William English 
Ushers: Debbie Griffin, Gary Robison 
Vestry Host: William English 
 
Leadership at St. Thomas’s 
Church Vestry 
Max Ballardo 
Morgen Campbell 
Ricardo Chavira (Junior Warden) 
Maria Coffin 
Don Edwards 
Bill English (Treasurer) 
Jennifer Herdt (Senior Warden) 
Linda Pivarnik 
Claire Scully (Clerk) 
 
St. Thomas’s Clergy 
The Rev. Eric Jeuland, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Jane Jeuland, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Alan C. Murchie, Rector 
The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Sharp, Preacher-in-Residence 
 

This Week’s Prayer Intentions 

Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially: 
for Don, Maria, Martin, Michael, Susan 
for the people of Iran 
for the people of Ukraine and the people of Russia 
for the people of Gaza and the people of Israel 
for victims of civil war in Syria and the Sudan 
for all who are afflicted by war, violence, and natural 
disaster 
 
Pray for those who have died. 
 
In the Episcopal Church in Connecticut Cycle of 
Prayer, pray for: St. Michael’s, Litchfield; St. Andrew’s, 
Madison; St. Andrew’s, Marble Dale; Regions & Region 
Leadership Teams. For Holy  
Landers Ministry Network 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, pray for: The 
Anglican Church of Melanesia 

In the World Council of Churches Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle, pray for: Czech Republic, Poland, 
Slovakia 

ST. THOMAS’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL 
830 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511 

(203) 777-7623 ¨ www.stthomasnewhaven.org 

Dr. Matthew Cramer, Music Director 
 ¨ music@stthomasnewhaven.org 

Dr. Stephen Gamboa-Diaz, Organist 
s.gamboa-diaz@stthomasnewhaven.org 

Bryan Hiott, Seminarian Intern 
Julie Kelly, Administrator ¨ j.kelly@stthomasnewhaven.org 

The Rev. Alan Murchie, Rector 
¨ alan@stthomasnewhaven.org 

mailto:music@stthomasnewhaven.org
mailto:s.gamboa-diaz@stthomasnewhaven.org
mailto:j.kelly@stthomasnewhaven.org
mailto:alan@stthomasnewhaven.org
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Announcements 
For all the latest news and information, see last week’s edition of the Weekly Parish Enews. From the Parish 

website Home page (www.stthomasnewhaven.org), click Enews Archive for the latest edition or Enews (subscribe) to 
subscribe. 

 

 
HOLY WEEK 2026 
✠Palm Sunday at 10 AM | Liturgy of the Palms, Procession with Bagpipes, and Full Choir 
✠Holy Wednesday at 6:30 PM | Batter My Heart: Musical Meditation for Tenebrae (with the Schola Antiqua) 
✠Maundy Thursday at 6:30 PM (at St. Peter's, Cheshire) | Agape Supper, Holy Eucharist, and Foot Washing 
✠Good Friday at 12PM and 6:30 PM | Good Friday Liturgy with Sung Passion 
✠Easter Vigil (Saturday) at 6:30 PM | Lighting of Paschal Fire, First Alleluias of Easter (with choir) 
✠Easter Day at 10 AM | Festal Eucharist; Easter Brunch follows at 11:15! 
 
Easter Flower & Music Offerings 
Your gift contributes to our beautiful Easter celebration, and it may be made in honor or memory of someone 
important to you. Giving envelopes are available in the pews and at the doors. You may also donate online 
using this link. The deadline is Monday March 30 for inclusion in the bulletin. Thank you!  
 
EASTER BRUNCH  
We look forward to a festive potluck Easter brunch following the 10 am service. If you are able to bring a favorite 
food to contribute to the feast, that would be very much appreciated. All are warmly invited! 
 
❦THOMAS SUNDAY -- April 12  
Each year, on the Sunday after Easter, the church shares the story of Thomas, our patron saint. It's the day when we 
celebrate the famously inquisitive apostle whose faith and witness inspire and inform our own. Please plan to be 
with us on Thomas Sunday, which falls on April 12 this year, as we celebrate with special music for choir and 
instruments, with visits from members of our extended St. Thomas's family, and with Italian Cream Cake.  
 
Children and Youth 
On Palm Sunday, March 29, we will meet to discuss Holy Week and Easter, learning through 
hymns.  During coffee hour, a table will be set aside for Sunday School. All are welcome. 
Fill your plate and join Denise Terry. 
Questions? Denise Terry (240-481-8537 or terry.df@gmail.com) 
 
Heifer Project 
We now have a button on the St. Thomas's webpage (stthomasnewhaven.org) in the DONATE 
section for heifer.org.  The parish children encourage you to give to our campaign to deliver DREAM BASKETS (A 
sheep, heifer, goat, rabbits and a flock of chickens, along with training and education in their care.).  Each DREAM 
BASKET is $120, but all donations are welcome.   Thank you for bringing hope to the world. 
 
Coffee Hour: Sign Up for April, May, and June dates 
Please consider signing up as Coffee Hour host, co-host, or contributor, either by adding your name to the poster in 
the lounge or by using our online signup here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4AACAD2CABFE3-
coffee. Thank you! 
 

file:///C:/Users/STEC-Julie/Desktop/www.stthomasnewhaven.org
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4D3/home
mailto:terry.df@gmail.com
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4AACAD2CABFE3-coffee
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4AACAD2CABFE3-coffee
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Inquirers’ Class  
Our new Inquirers' Class invites all interested in learning more about what it means to be Episcopalian to gather at 
St. Thomas's on the first Tuesday of each month from 5:15-6:15. Our next class session will be held in the Lounge 
on Tuesday, April 7. Join us!  
 
Youth Confirmation Class at St. T's 
We are delighted to offer Confirmation preparation for youth ages 13+ on select Sunday afternoons after Coffee 
Hour. This is a rich opportunity to explore faith through conversation, activity, off-campus experiences, and more. 
Classes are led by Alan alongside experienced mentors from our community. Be in touch with Alan anytime to 
discuss further! You can chat with him at coffee hour or write to him at alan@stthomasnewhaven.org. 
 
Responding to Food Insecurity in our Community 
Connecticut Food Pantries have seen a sharp rise in need this year, serving 23% more households. The need is great. 
Please join us in supporting Loaves and Fishes. You can give at this link.  
 
Parish Directory Updates 
Please email Julie with any changes to your address or contact info, or if you wish to be added to the directory. 
Thank you. 
 
Name Tags 
Wearing name tags is a simple and wonderful way to practice radical welcome.  If you have never had a St. Thomas's 
name tag, or have lost the one you had, please sign up in the narthex or at coffee hour and look for your new name 
tag in a week's time.  You can also email Julie in the parish office, j.kelly@stthomasnewhaven.org to request a name 
tag. Name tags may be left in the basket in the lounge following coffee hour, or at the rear of the church in the name 
tag holders.  Please wear your name tag every week! 
 
Sunday Server Sign-ups 
There are many ways to contribute to the worship life of St. Thomas's.  We are eager to welcome new servers in the 
roles of lector, usher, intercessor, subdeacon, and sacristan.  If you are interested in learning more or in receiving 
training, please reach out to Vestry member Claire Scully, chiarasam@comcast.net. We would love for you to share 
your gifts with St. Thomas! 
 
Interested in joining St. Thomas's Choir? 
The St. Thomas’s Choir sings for Sunday morning and special liturgies during the program year, offering anthems, 
canticles and psalms. The choir includes volunteers and professional section leaders. Its repertoire is drawn from the 
rich tradition of Anglican choral music, spanning many centuries. 
The St. Thomas’s Choir rehearses on Sundays at 9 a.m. and from 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m., from September to June. 
New members are always welcome; an ability to read music and prior choral experience is desirable. 
Contact Matthew Cramer at m.cramer@stthomasnewhaven.org 
 
Donating Clothing for Loaves and Fishes. Our support for the clothing ministry is ongoing. Please be thoughtful 
in your selection of items. Current specific requests include: men’s/women’s jeans; men’s shirts, sweaters, jackets, 
shoes, new socks. Bring donations to St. Thomas's (leave them in the tub at the Whitney Ave. entrance) or 
to Loaves and Fishes (Thurs-Sat, 9-11 a.m., in the driveway at 57 Olive St.). 
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