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Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17; Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword.” ““Those who find their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

Wait. Wait. What?! No peace. Losing our lives. Um, Jesus, hang on. Aren’t
you supposed to be the Prince of Peace? Aren’t you the way, the truth, and
the life? Aren’t we supposed to have eternal life. This isn’t making sense.
My brain hurts. And have you seen our news headlines lately? They are full
of violence and destruction and chaos.

We don’t need anymore swords. We don’t need anymore loss of life. We
need love and grace and peace. We need healing and hope. How are we
supposed to find that if you are bringing swords and telling us we are going
to be in conflict with everyone in our immediate and extended families?
That sounds exhausting and disheartening. Exactly the opposite of what we
want our faith lives to be.

So, what are we supposed to do with this text? How do we reconcile it with
what we know of Jesus. How do we affirm our faith in the Prince of Peace
when even he talks about violence?

These are hard questions and this 1s a hard text. And here’s the thing. As
our Presiding Bishop likes to remind us, the Gospel is a matter of life and
death. It 1s no trivial thing. It actually matters that much. The truth of the
Gospel. The truth that love always hasthe last word. The truth that God in
Christ really did come to Jlive among us. That he lived and died and rose
again. That truth is transformational. It is transformational for our own
hearts and lives and for the life of the world.
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And, we live in a complex and hurting world. It does not take much to
realize that the Kingdom of God has not been fully realized - YET. There
itis. YET. That is the key. The wotld is in the process of becoming, of
living into the dream of God. Of more fully realizing a world that knows
peace. That knows the transformational, saving power of Jesus’s life, death,
and resurrection. Where God’s love is more fully present each and every
moment of our lives.

We aren’t there yet. And Jesus knew the fullness of the human experience.
He knew our tendency to violence. He knew how we can act when we are
tearful and stuck in a scarcity mindset. He knew that we can be selfish and
that we can seek to feed our own egos first with little or no regard to our
impact on others. And no, I am not just talking about the bad behavior we
see in news stories. Although there is plenty of that on display. That’s the
thing about the 24 hour news cycle and social media algorithms that thrive
on animosity and rage. The worst of the human condition is on display on
our phones anytime we look.

And, if we are honest, those tendencies to lash out (even if it is just with
our words) when we are tired or lonely or scared or in pain, are real for us
too. I would be willing to bet that any one of us gathered here has snapped
at someone we loved. We are human after all. Jesus knew it. He knew that
on the road to a more peaceful future, there would be plenty of violence -
literal and verbal.

Yet, he also knew that is never the fullness of who we are or who we could
become. And he knew that the reality of God’s love in our lives, in our
hearts, and in the world, has the power to move us ever toward a more
beautiful world.

So, I hope you can come to see this text not as a prophetic guarantee that
there will always be more violence in the world or that every Thanksgiving



dinner must be full of tension and arguments, but rather as a reflection of
the challenging realities of the human experience. And I hope you can
ground yourself in the tremendous hope that is here too. “Those who find
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

If we are willing to turn our lives over, a little bit more each day, able to
lose a little more of ourselves - to let go of our own selfish desires, our
trailties, our shortcomings, and our fears - to turn all of it over to God.

If we can let go and trust in God a little more each day, imagine how much
closer we will be to realizing the kingdom in our midst. You know what
those moments feel like. Where you feel at peace. Where it feels like things
around you are humming and there is a synchronicity you didn’t create.
Where your sense of joy, of hope, is stronger than your fear. You know
those moments in your own individual lives and in the life of this
wonderful community. And today we are reminded that those moments
happen because we have left ourselves opening to the workings of the
Holy Spirit. For I read somewhere that God’s power working in us can do
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Thanks be to God. AMEN.



